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REPORT ON THE FINANCES. 

DECEMBER, 1842. 


Treasury Department, Decenibei- 15, 1842. 
Sir: In' obedience to the directions of the act of Congress of the 10th 
®f May, 1800, entitled, .“An act.supplenaentary to the act entitled ‘An 
act to establish the Treasuiy Department,’”' and an act entitled “An 
act to establish the fiscal year,” &c., approved . the 26th August, 1842, 
the Secr^aiy of the Treasuiy respectfully submits ,the following report : 

I. OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

The balance in the Treasuiy on the 1st January, 1842, (exclusive of 
the amount deposited with the States, trust funds, and indemnities,) 

was... ..'......I.-.--..,.....'. $230,483 68 

The . receipts into, the Treasury during the first three 
quarters of the present year, amount to . $26,616,593 78 

■ 

Froni. customs.. $14,260^830 -35 

From lands... ■... l,091,6-38 95 . 

From miscellaneous^ and 

incidental sources. . . . 112,967 17 ‘ “ 

From Treasury notes/per 
act 15th of F ebruaiy , 

1841 1,060,206 05 

From Treasuiy notes per ■ 

act '31st of January, - ■ . 

1842... 7,794,821 59' ' 

From loan of 1841, ’42. 2,296,129 67 ' 

The receipts for the fourth quarter, it is . 

estimated, will amount to-. .■ ...... 7,886,000; 00 - ; 

•Viz: : 

From customs. $4-, 000,000 00 

From lands 366, 600 00 . 
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From miscellfaneoias and. 


incidental sources. .. . $20,000 00 

From Treasuiy notes 2,500,000 00 

From loan. , 1,000,000 00 


Making the total estimated receipts for the year $34,502,593 78 


And, with the balance in the Treasury on the 1st Jan- 
uary last, an aggregate of $34,733,077 46 


The expenditure for the first three quar- - 
ters of the present year have amount- 
ed to $26,264,882 20 

Viz: , . , ; 

Civil list, foreign inter- . • 

« course, and miscella- . , 

neous $4,a71,933 93 

Arrny, fortifications, pen- 
sions, fulfilment of In- 


dian treaties, suppress- ' . 

ing Indian hostilities, 

&c... , .7,063,035 93 

Naval service 6,717,084 17 


Treasuiy notes redeemed 
including interest .... 
Public debt, including in- 
terest on the loan 


7,856,400 35 
264,427 80 



The expenditures for the fourth quarter 
are estimated on data furnished by the 
respective Departments, at ..... 1 .. .’ $8,238,278 13 
Viz: ■ 

Civil, foreign intercourse, • 

and miscellaneous, (in- ,, , . 

eluding the amounts 
duetoStatesfordistiib- 

ution of the sales of pub- . . ' . 

lie lands,' and amounts 

due to .Mississippi and - ■ 

Alabama, under act of 

September 4, 1841) $2,144,013 97 

Army, fortifications, pen- 
sions,' fufilment of In- 
dian treaties, suppress- 


• . ' ■‘■•••I 

ing Indian hostihties, 

&c. 3,710,436 43 

Naval service . .. . . . . . . . 1,828,385 13 

Interest on loan. ,. — 132,442 58 

Unclaimed dividends 3,000 QD 


Principal and interest on 
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1842.] SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 487 

Treasuiy notes , , $400,000 00 

To which add outstanding .wan-ants , ' 

issued prior to 1st January, 1842 , $805,47-5 03 

Making $35,308,634 38 

Leaving a deficiency in the Treasury on the 31st Decern- 

her, 1842, of . . . . ^ $5,75,556 92 

The above estimates of expenditures for the fourth quarter of the 
present year include, as it will be perceived^ the sum of $805,474 03, 
being, the amount of outstanding warrants issued prior to the 1st January, 
1842. ' It is presumed, however,, that a like sum, will remain outstand-" 
ing on the 1st January next; and that instead of the apparent deficiency 
as stated;, above, there will be an actual balance in the Treasury, on the 
1st January, 1843, of at least $22^,000. It is expected also that a like 
amount of warrants iriay be outstanding on the“-'3.0th June, 1843, and at 
the' end, of the succeeding fiscal year. 

It is proper to remark that, at the time the estimates of the expendi-^- 
tures for the fourth- quarter were prepared by the several Departments, 
it was believed that the experiditures for the current quarter would 
amount to the sum already stated; but it is now ascertained that they 
will fall considerably short of that amount; yet as they will become a 
charge- ou the Treasury, ediiy in the next year, it has not been deemed 
necessary. to alter the- amount as first estimated. 

II. OF THE ESTIMATES OF THE PUBLIC. REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR 

THE HALF CALENDAR YEAR ENDING 30tH JUNE, 1843, 

The receipts for the half year are estimated as follows: 

From customs. $7,500,000 00 

F rom lands . - 1 ,500,000 00 

From Treasury notes and loan. . . . . 5,538,113 45 . 

From' miscellaneous sources .'.... 50,000 00 

- ■- . - ' $14,588,113 45 

The expenditures for the half calendar year ending the 

30th June, 1843, are estimated at. — 10,381,186 76 

■ Viz ■ 

Civil, miscellaneous, and foreign inter- . .. 

cqurse , 4 - - ---- $2,722,796 8Q .- 

' Army, fortifications, pensions, fulfiltnent ' - 

of Indian treaties, suppressing of Indian 

hostilities, &c.. 3,033,829 50 

Naval. service I.. i.- 4,019,060 46 

Intereston public debt and Treasuiy notes . 605,.500 00 

III. ; OF THE. estimates OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR 

THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30th JUNE, 1844. 

The receipts for the fiscal year ending the ■30th June, 1844, are esti- 
inated as follows: ■ . ■ ' 
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488 REPORTS OF THE [1842. 

From customs i.; . . .-.$16, 000, 000 00 

From lands. ..... 2,700,000 00 . 

From miscellaneous sources 150,CI00 00 

■ ■ ' ' - — — — - — --$18,850;,000'00 

The.expendituresforthe fi scal year ending , 

the 30th June, 1844, are estimated at. ^ .> ... . . . 20,945,498 76 

Viz , 

Civil, miscellaneous, and foreign inter- , - 

course..... $3,804,3.34 44 • 

Army, foitifibations, .pensions, fulfilment ■ 

of Indian treaties, suppressing of Indian . 

hostilities, &c.. .. 1 ... 8,612,042 61 

Naval service ...... 7,318,021. .71 ■ V 

Interest on public deht arid Treasiiiy notes 1,211, o6o 00 

By the foregoing statements if will appear thdt a deficiency wilh exist. 

in the Treasury on the 31'st December, 1842, of. . ... $575,556 92 

The receipts -for the half calendar year . , , 

ending on the 30th June,’ lS43,iai'e ' . .. 

estimatedat. . l4,5S8,il3.- 45 ' 

And the expenditures for the same period ' , 

' at . .... . ... 10,381,186 76 . . . , 

Leaving a balance of. ... . .... .— r- — -r— — — 4,306,926 69 

From which deduct the ambunt of deficiency, as above, ' 

and the balance remaining in the Treasury on the 30th 

June, 1843, will be. . . . . 3,731,366 77 

The receipts into the Treasury for the fiscal 3 rear ending . . .. 
on the 30th June, 1844, are estimated at. . . . . . ... . 18,850,000 ; 00 


Making, with the balance .as above. . i - - . 22,581,369 77 

From w;hich deduct the estimated expenditures for the- j 

fiscal year. .......' ' 20,945,'498. 76 

And the balance in the Treasury on the 30th June, 1844,. , 

will amount to ....... ... $.1,635,871 01 

Assriming, as is highly proba;ble,. that the balance . of the loan author- . 
ized by the acts of 2lst July, 18ll, and 15th April, 1842, amounting to 
$5,538,113 45, will be negotiated prior to the ISth April, 1843, the limit 
of the term within which it' pan. be laLen, it has been irrcluded in the- 
receipts of the. next half year. Shorild, however, this reasonable expect- 
ation , be disappointed as tP the whole amourit/pf sUch balance, the 
deficierrcy thence arising . may be supplied by the issue of Treasury notes 
under the authority of the act of 31sf ArrgUst last;, to .the amount of 
$3,500,000 ; which , sum, togeAer .withnhat realized, by the sale of stock, 
will, it is believed, place iri the. Treasury an available amount, adequate 
to meet all the anticipated demands up to .the 30th Jrrne, 1844; and if 
the whole of the balarice of tbe loan be taken within the period limited 
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1842.] SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. ' 489 

by law, the: several balances remaining in the Treasuiy on the 30th 
June, 1843, and 30th June, 1844, will be as indicated in the foregoing 
exhibit. . . 

. It will be perceived that, in the estimate of expenditures subsequent 
to the 1st of January next, the redemption of .Treasury notes is not 
taken into account. . But few notes have been presented at the Depart- 
ment for redemption since the passage of the act of the 31st August last, 
and pearly the whole amount cancelled since that day were taken in 
.payment of public dues. Should the notes issued under the act above 
mentioned be placed on the same footing with the previous issues, so as 
to bear interest after maturity, payable half-yearly, until called in for 
redemption, it is believed but a''small amount would fall into the expend- 
itures for the ensuing eighteen months. It is recommended, therefore, 
that this be done : 'otherwise the expenditures, during the period last men- 
tioned must necessarily be increased to the amount of probably three to 
four millions of dollars, in redemption of issues under the act of 31st 
August last. ' But for the pui-pose of guarding against unforeseen con- 
tingencies, it is further recommended that the existing authority to reissue 
Treasuiy notes should be extended to the 30th June, 1844. 

The loan bf $5,672,976 88, borrowed under the provisions of the act 
of the 21st July, 1841, will be redeemable on the 1st January, 1 845 ; 
and dh the ■ as'surpption that a reissue of Treasury notes, as above sug- 
gested,- shall be authorized by Congiess, the whole amount now outstand- 
ing, together rtvith that of the issues that may be hereafter made, under 
the act of 3ist August last, will fall due prior to the 30th June, 1846. 
Although payment of those notes may not be at once demanded when 
due, and the time of repayment of the loan of 1841 is placed at the pleasure 
of Government, yet the liability to pay those several amounts must, exist, 
and the means to provide foi\ the exigency can be afforded only by fur- 
ther legislation.. 

The present tariff, in its main features, resembles so nearly the bill 
submitted to Congress by the Department On the 9th May last, that the 
views expressed in the report which accompanied the bill, may be con- 
sidered as applicable, to a great extent, to the system of duties now 
established. . The period' within which- the tariff has been in operation 
has been much too short to furnish Any decisive evidence as to its per- 
manent influence upon importations. , The. foreign trade of .the country 
has continued to decline, and irnportations have been comparatively small 
since the passage Of the act. How far this state of things may have 
been influenced by the existing system of duties, it is impossible to de- 
termine.' The smallness of therimportations may be well accounted for 
by the embarrassed Condition of the country and; extremely limited 
means of purchase. The amount of foreign cominOdities in oUr markets 
is still found greatly to exceed the demand, and the fall in the prices of 
merchandise since, the 1st of September is supposed , to be, on an 
average, not less than ten per cent. This fact will be found verified in 
a letter from the collector at New York, annexed hereto, to which refer- 
ence is respectfully rhade ; and. it is deemed conclusive to show that the 
decline in the importations since the Isf September cannot justly be 
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referred to our system of duties, and that the effect of the existing taiiff 
remains to be determined by further and more satisfactory experience.' 

The importance of adequate provision for rever ue cannot be tcip often 
Vr too strongly urged upon the attention of Congrc ss. The resources of 
the country are abundant ; internal taxation, eithei direct or indirect, has 
riot of late years been found necessary, and it is s ill believed that a sys-^ 
tern of custom-house duties may be made sufficiently comprehensive' to 
yield an, incorne commensurate with all the, wantsj 
There are various articles of import, seyeral 
and universal conffimption, at present untaxedi 
extreniely low, and some of which without, perha 
degree, lessening the arnount of their consumptio 
yielding dn aggregate addition to the revenue ac) 


of the country. 

|of them of very large 
or subject to duties 
bs, in any considerable 
n, might bear imposts 
pruing under the existr 


ing laws of not less than $3,O0O,OOQ. These offi r themselves for selec- 


make that selection, or 

of such ,an arnoupt, of 


tron, and it rests with the wisdom of Congress. to 
adopt any other .mode of securing the receipt 
revenue as shall be deemed sufficient to meet the , expenses df an econ- 
oniical administration of the Goveiurrient, and afford the means of sust 
taining measures uecessary for the defence- of the country and the main- 
tenance of the public credit. 1 

• This last object is of' infinite impoitance. The honor of the countiy, 
its just self-respect, the pride which every citizen rnust feel in the high- 
character of its Government,-T^all these’ require mat the public faith and 
the credit of that Government should be placed apove , doubt or question, 
Deeming it highly probable that the pohcy of ekablishihg awafehous.e 
'system might engage the deliberations of Congress, at the present session, 
the attention of coflectors and other officers at various ports ■yvas called 
to this subject by a circular issued -from! the Department on the 24th 
November last, a copy of 'which, together with the answers received, 
and a table of exports of foreign merchandise, is annexed. If has beep 
thought advisable, also, for the sake of convenielnt reference in a matter 


of such ge'neral interest, to attach to this report 


. r 


ja copy of the statute of 


the 3d and 4th William IV.,-‘which . embodies the warehouse 'system'' of 
Great Britain in a form matured by a. long exp3rience. In connection 
with this will be found a copy of regulations established under authority 
of the statute above mentioned, by the comihis rioners of the Treasuiy, 
jwhich will.a,fiord a satisfactory view of the piactical operation of the 
system as it now, exists in that country, 

I am, very respectfully, sir,' your obedient servant, 

W. FORWARD, Secretary ;of the Treasury, 


To the Speaker of the House of Rep-esentatives. 
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1842.] SECRETAEY QF THE TREASURY. , • 491 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

ANNEXEP TO THE ANNUAL BEP'OET OJV THE* FINANCES. 

A. Receipts from January 1 to September 30, 1842. 

B. Expenditures during the same period. 

G. Statement of the public debt. 

D. Amount of imports for 1840, ,1841, and 1842. 

E. Amount of inuports arid exports for the year ending Sept. 30, 1842, 

F. Amount of exports of foreign merchandise from 1821 to 1841. • 

G. Report of collector of the customs at New. York on the tariff. 

H. Warehouse system' o.f Great Britain. 

I. Correspondence with collectors and others, in relation to the estab- 

lishment of the warehouse system in the United States. 



Statement of Moneys received ^>110 the Treasury from all sources other than 
' customs, 'public lands, and funds held in, trtist by the Government, .from Jan-' 
uary 1 to .September 30, 184^. 

Arrears of interrtal revenue $ 495 00 


On.account of the patent fund. 1 . . . 26,553 .59 

Moneys- received from persons unknown ... ....... i .206 70 

Dividends on stock in the Louisville and Portland canal . 56,912 53 

Sui-plus emoluments of officers of the customs ..... 318 03 

Debts due from banks to the United States ...... 1 .. . ■ 23,078 11 

On account of the la,te United States trading establishment 

with the Indians . .1 ....... 1,456 92 

Firies, penalties, and forfeitures. 1,592 44 

Moneys received under the act conceming consuls and 

vice-consuls ...... , : . 121 80 

Surplus emoluments of district attorneys. . , 148 58 

Moneys received from balances of advances made by War ' 

Department i ..... : , 2,083 47 


. . ■ . $112,967 17 

Mon CyS' received on 'account of Treasury notes issued' per 

act of February 15, 1841.. .' 1,060,206 05 

Moneys received on account of Treasury notes issued per. 

act of January 31, 1842. .... i . 7,794,821 59 
Moneys received on account of the loan of 1841 and 1842 . 2,296,129’ “67 

^ ■ $11,2 64,12.4 48 

Treasury Department, , . ■ 

Register’s Office, Decen^er 5 , 1842, ' 

T* L, SMITH,' 
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B. ■ 

Statement of Expenditures of the - United States, exclusive of the trust funds, 

' from January 1 to September 30, 1842. 

CIVIL, MISCELLANEOUS, AND FOREIGN INXERpOURSE. 

Legislature........... $9^9,795 92 

Executive Departments. •. .... ... • 6179, 4Q4 12 

Officers and clerks of the Mint and branches. 33,652 55 
Surveyors and their clerks . : — ......... 

Secretaiy to sign patents for publie lands - 
Comihissioner of Public Buildings, Wash- 
ington ...... , - - - - ....... 

Governments in the Territones of the United 

States' ... ... 

Judiciaiy. .416,429 09 ^ 

• — —12,271,072 78 

Payment of sundry annuities. ...... 600 95 

Mint estabfishment 47,966 18 

Support and rnaintenance of light-houses . 293,678 69 

Surveying the public lands. . 72,773 40. ■ < 

Surveying the coast of the United States. . , 61,734 00 .. 

Registers and receivers of land offices. .. . 1,838 06 , ' ^ a 

Keepers of the public archives in Florida. • | 750 00 , • 

Repayment for lands erroneously sold. .. . 1^,97199 

Marine hospital establishrtient. . 73,964 81 

Building marine hospital at Mobile . 10,362 45 ^ 

Roads and canals witliin State of Mississippi 1^,722 06 ^ 

Furniture for President’s house. ' 1,500 00' ' 

Public buildings in Washington, &c. .... . .153,596 .34 ' 

Penitentiary in the District of Columbia, ■. . ’^,503 50- 

Building custom-houses ...i. ...... 73,49.9.15 “ . , 

Relief of the Corporate cities in the District 

of Columbia, principal and interest .... ., 114,600,56; > 

Salaries of receivers general, &c, ........ 1,637’ 24 

Contingencies i 'v' ..160 79, 

Relief of sundry individuals ... ' 117(,822 49 

Reliefofcerlain inhabitants of East Florida. • 122,802 '84 ‘■ 

Payment for horses, &c. - 1,361 72 

Additional compensation to collectors, &c. . 20,405 09 f 

Patent fund . 37,732 60 ’ 

Sixth census'........... ...... 177,685 69 

Refunding duties ........ 98, '529 56 

. Debenture and other charges. 1 122,704 00 . ' 

Suivey of the boundary between the United ' 

States and Texas , - - - - - 1,366 46 

Exploration and survey of the northeastern 

boundaiy of the United States. . 42,151 42, 

To meet the engagements and pay the debts 
of the Post Office Department, 53,697' 00 
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1842.] SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 493 

Preparing documents ordered by Congress • $39,532 68 

Miscellaneous items 27,258 40 

-—$1,810,910 02 

Salaiies of Ministers of the United States. . 46,345 05 

Salaries of Secretaries of Legation . 12,216 66 

Salaries of Charges d’ Affaires 42,900.28 

Salaiy of Minister Resident, to Turkey 3,355 00 

Salary of dragoman to Turkey, and contin- 
gencies. ^ .. ... 1,025 00 

Outfits of Ministers tp Russia, &c., and' 

Charges d’ Affaires to Portugal, &c. ... . . 27,000 00 
Outfits of Charges d’ Affaires tpS\yeden,&c.. 18,000 00 

Contingent, expenses of all the missions 

abroad. 38,453 58 . 

Contingent expenses of foreign intercourse. 25,500 00. 

Intercourse with Barbary Powers. ..:... . 8,309 00 

Diplomatic agents in Europe to attend to . * 

the tobacco interest. . 1 ..... . : 2,000 00 

Salaries of consuls at London and Paris .. . 166 66 

Relief and protection of American seamen . 43,968 31 

Allowance , for Office-rent, clerk-hire, : &c., 

to American consuls at London ...... . %444 47 

Expenses of the commission under the con- , , 

vention with Mexico-- , '9,117 12 

Expenses inculTed by the legation at Mex- 
ico, for subsistence, &c., to prisoners. ... ;5,150 00 > 

Interpreters,' guards, and other expenses, , ! ' ' 

Turkish dominions. . . .'. 3,000 00 . 

^ • - . ■ - . — — $289,951 13 

MILITARY EST'ABLISHMENT. 

Pay of the Army - - — .....$1,012,149 58 

Subsistence of officers. . — 370,762 35. 

Subsistence department..... 390,616 59 

.Quaitermaster’s department . 256,140 72 . 

Incidental expenses of the Quartermaster’s- 

, department ......... 122,037 92 

Transportation of officers’ baggage . .. 30,502 43 

Transportation of the Army. ... 100,235 16. 

.Forage... 76,396.82 ' 

Purchasing department....;...- .... 288,364 72 

Payments in heu pf clothing for discharged 

soldiers ..; ,13^021 53. 

Clothing for officers’ seryants.-l : - ■6,1,50 19 

Two months’ pay to reenlisted soldiers,'- ' 

and expenses. of recruiting. .... ... ; - I6,2l8 30 < 

Medical and Hospital department..... 28,676 38 

Contingencies of the Army. - 1,266 12 • 

Arrearages prior to July, 1815...... 830 32 
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Arrearages prior to July, 1817, per act 

January 27, 1835 . ..i ^ . i i. - . . $138 34 

. Invalid and half-pay pensions. . 1 .• ... 177,770. 34 

Pensions to widows and orphans, (payable ' , 

through the Third Auditor’s.office). k 1,694 78 

Pensions to widows and orphans, per act 

of July 4, 1836 . •. .......... k 163,413 24 

Revolutionary pensions, per act of March 

18, 1818. ............ k ..... 132,036 00 

Revolutionary claims, per act of May 15, . ' 


Revolutionary pensions, per act June 7, 1832 , 556,532 96 
F ive years’ pensions to widows and orphans, 

per act of July 7', 1838 ' . •. .... •. . .... 112,718 62 . 

Virginia claims, per act of July 5, 1832 . . .. 16,931 31 

Unclaimed pensions, per act Apiil 6, 1838. 35,086 40 

Pay of officers, cadets, &c.. West Point. ., 49,636 08 

Subsistence of officers and - cadets. West ' ' ^ 

Point...... k^... 51,293 75 

Forage for officers’ horses. West Point, i i . 5,749 06 

Clothing for officers’ servants, West Point . . 426 11 

Expenses of the board of visiters, &G., 

West Point 16,380 55 

Increase of library, W.est Point... 1,000 00 

Reconstruction of buildings for Hbrafy:, &c., 
destroyed by fire. West Point. ........ 3,081 37 

Fuel, forage, stationery, and printing, West . 

Point — ,. ... 4,981 45 

Repairs, improvements, and expenses of 

buildings and grounds. West Point. .... 3,257 50 

Department of drawing. West Point, . -r ... 275 00 

Department of mathematics. West Point.. . 75 00 
Meteorological observaitions at military 

posts.. — ....k.k. 1,000 00 

Arsenals . 39,554 55 

Repairs of arsenals. ..... ..... . . . . . , 3,740 35 

Purchase of site, and. rebuilding arsenal at ■ 

Charleston, South Carolina i , 1,700 00 

Barracks, quarters, &c., at Fort Jesup.’... . 5,970 00 

Barracks, quarters, &c. .... a. .... . ..... 144,545 44 

Barracks, quarters, &c., at Fort Smith. . . .■ 33,000 00 

Barracks, quarters, &Cv, at Turkey river.. 6,197 91 

Arming and equipping militia. . . . . .... i . 155,166 51 

Ordnance . . ... . ... - 63,364 74 

Ordnance, ordnance stores, and .supplies . . ■ 69,749 ,12 

Expenses of preparing drawings of a, uni* ■ ' 

form system of artiUery .k .......... . . 150 00- 

National armories ............. , 172,397 99. 

Repairs and irtiprovements . of ' Hafper.’s 

Feriy arrriory ... . . . . ........... 18,000 - 00; 
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^ « 

Repairs and improvements of Springfield 

armory J 

Lrmament of fortifications. 

lepaiis and contingencies of fortifications . 
ncidental expenses of fortifications, and 

purchase of landi &c ^ 

^ ort Adams ^ 

i'ort Niagara ...... i ^ ^ ^ 

Tort Schuyler 

f’ort Warren .' ^ ; 1 . ■ 

f'ort Pulaski : : ■. 

Tort Monroe ^ . ^ . 

Repairing and rebuilding the old fort at 

Oswego,- &c — 

Preservation of Castle Island; and repairs 

of F ort Independence , , ........... 

South Battery, New York harbor. 

Repairs of the old' fort at the Barancas, 

Pensacola 

Fortifications at New London harbor, 

I Connecticut 

Fort Hamilton 1 

Fort at Grande Terre, Louisiana, (Fort 

Livingrton).' .'. . ■. ... . . . 1 

Fort Columbus. 

Repairs of Castle William, and sea-wall.. 

Fort Castle William ...... 

Fort Caswell, - 

Fort Sumter 

Foft on Foster’s bank, Florida 

Fort Pickens. 

F ort Morgan ; - . , 

Repairs. of batteiy Bien venue. ... . . . : — 

Repa.irs of tower Dupre'. '. . 

Permanent wharves ' for F ort Columbus, 
Castle WiUiam, ahd south battery, on • 

Governor’s Islafid. 

Continuing sea-wall at St. Augustine. . . ^ . 

Repairs of Fort Washington. . . ., i 

Repairs of Fort Macon. ^ ^ 

Preservation of Foil Johnson. . . : 

Preservation of the site of Fort Macon. — 
-Repair of old fort at New Bedford harbor. 
Repairs of old Fort Griswold, New London 

harbor. ^ . . .'. : ...w. . ... 

Repairs of Fort Wood ahd sea-wall, Bed- 

low’s Island, New York harbor..... 

Repairs of forts. Caswell and Johnson-, and 
preservation of the site of' the former, at 
the mouth of Cape Fear, river. ....... 


$16,602 37 
110,066 70 
965 95 

75,507 83 

31.000 00 ' 
6,830 00. 

56.000 00 

96.500 00 
48,800 00 
65,159 81- 

,. 8,005 56 . 

54.500 00 , 
300 00 

32,200 00 

15.000 00 
2,500 00 


36,648 54 
300 00 
9,500 00 
■ 300 00 
400 00 
41,265 00 
3,640 67 
14,577 20 
25,107 00 
1,422 17 
250 00 


15,000 00 

4.200 00 

8,000 oO 
-3,700 00 
10,962 57 
8,300 00 

1.200 00 

. 5,000 06 
.34,000 00 


5,O0O GO 
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Commencing dike at Drunken Dick, shoal, 
for the preservation of Sullivan’s Island 
and the site of F ort Moultrie, Charleston 

harbor , ^ $1 1 ,325 00 

Repairs of Fort Maiion, St. Augustine, 

Florida ..... i 2,400 00 

Repairs of forts on the approaches to New 

Orleans, Louisiana... , . 27,050 00 

Defensive works, barracks, and purchase 

of site at or near Detroit, Michigan. .... 3,500 00 

Purchase of site, &c., for barracks , and 

defensive works at or near Buffalo , 19,^00 00 

Fortification at the outlet of Labe Cham-’ 

plain, and, purchase of site. 500 00 

Payment of Florida militia seiwing in 1839 

and 1840................. . ‘4,804 30 

Pa 3 TOent of Florida militia on . account of 

Quartermaster’s department. . 1 12,000 00 

Preventing and suppressing Indian hostili- 

■ ties. ...... . . .. 23,096.^0.6 

Payment of Captain Snodgrass’s company 

■ of Alabama volunteers.. . . . . ....... . . 1 .... ,5.6 .34 

Payment pf claims, due fpr .milita^ and 
geographical surveys west of the Missis; 

sippi — ....,, 10,258 18 

Improvement of the Missouri arid Missis- 
sippi rivers, &c., &c ... , , 500 00 

■ Hydrogi'aphic survey of the riorthem and 

northwestern lakes,. 6,539 00 

Completing dike from Goat Island, . and re- 
moving Tight to new light-houses.'. . . 1 . 10,000 00 

Removing raft from Red river:. ..... . . . . . 11,236 87 

Civilization of Indians i. ., . ,, ,: 6,005 00 

Pay of superintendents of Indian afSiirs and 

Indian agents .. .'. ........ 11,328 29 

Pa.y of sub-agents ^. . .. ' . -6,205 13 

Pay of interpreters'. ......: ‘4,732 50 

Provisions to .Indians. . 6,411; 78; 

Buildings and repairs ----- - - - .3,488 94 

Contingencies of Indian depEutment . . . . . 29,412, 98 

Fulfilling treaties with the-r ' . 

Pottawatomies . , - ... — . . i .; 14,925 31 

Pottawatpmies of Indiaria.-. ■ . . ..... /15,0Q0 00 

Pottawatomies of Huron. .. . 400 00 

Pottawatomies of the Prairie. ... ... .. . , . 15,600 ,00 

Pottawatomies of the AV abash! 2Q,000i 00 

.. Creeks. ... , . . ' 58,454 21. 

■Florida Indians. ... . . .i .-, .. .'. 20,757 ■ 16 

Six Nations of New York ... .....■,.• . 4,375 . 00 

Senecas of New York, . .6,000 00 
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F ulfilliiig treaties with the lowas. $7,875 ' 00 

. OttoeS'and Missourias. 4,280 00 

Omahas ...' 1,080 00 

Choctaws . . : . . . ..... ............ . 36,053 55. 

Sacs and F oxes, Iowa's, Sioux, Omahas, . 

Ottoes, and Missourias. 672 88 

Wyandots. .-. — 5,99.5 65 

OttoWas :. 4,3.00 00 

•Wyandots, Munsees, and Delawares.-. ■ 1,295 50' 

Miam-ies. . . ^ . . .. ... ' , .50,897 97 

Chippewas, Ottowas, and ■ Pottawato- 

mies. . . . . . . . .................... 35,116 00 

Mehomonies. ... ..'..I..,....- 31,110 00 

• Winriebagoe's'. .' ............ • 85,038 38 ^ 

Christian Indians. 400 00 ’ ' 

Chippewas .-of Mississippi. ......... . . ’ 33,823 08 

■ • Chippewas oFSagahaw. . . .. r. . . . . - 4,433 75 

■ Chippewasarid,Menomonies,Winneba- 

goes, and New York Indians'. ... - 750 00 

Kanzas ... i, 1; \ 5,680 60 ‘ , ' 

Os'ages 29,193 85 ■ 

Dela.wares.., ... , . . 1 . . .' . . : . 7,680 00. 

Chickasaws. . ....... i ^ 3,85'3 07 

Qnapaws i .......................... 3,033 67 

. Cherokees . — ......... 3,799 15 

Ottowas and Chippewas 1 . . . 54,5 10 ' 00 . 

Sioux of Mississippi. , ... . . . ...... . . , 35,738 70 • 

_ Yanctdn and Santee Sioux. . .^. .... .■ : . . 980 00 

Sacs add Foxes oif the Misso.uri. ....... 7,870 00 

Kickapoos ...... .'.J... ...i 5,250 00 

Sh'awnees (proceeds of land sold per act ' 

of January, 1837) i;. . 2,000 00 

Senecas and Shawnees . .’i 1,640 OO 

Senecas..-.'...;..... ... .:.... 1,940 00 , 

Pawnees -i’- -.i - - - - - r r .. 7,900 00 

Eel River Miarnies 1,100 00 

Kaskasldas and Peoiias. . 3,,000 00 

Shawnees. ....... 1 ...... . , ..... . . .- ... 6,340 00 

.W eas .......... ...... ... ... - 3,000 00 

, Piankeshaws - . . i;. i 800 00 

■ Miarnies of 28th November, 1840 . . . .-. . ... 286,273 96 

■Medals for Indian chiefs, . .. . , , ... , . . i ■ . 1,550 00 
Holding treaty with the Wyandots of Ohio , 1 jl54 15 

Salary of a clerk to the; superintendent of ■ . 

the western frontier • • • 500 00 • 

Temporary Subsistence of Ihdians west— • ' . 

expenses attending distribution of the' ‘ 
same under the direction of the Secretary . 

^ ofWm'*.:-.....-A-. • .4, §35; 60 


Compensation pf a clerk in the. office of the- 
L VoL. IV .7^-32. 
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superintendent of Indian affairs- at St., i 

Louis • $#O0> OQ' 

C arising into efffect treaty with Gliippewas 

of Saganaw of ISST and 1838.; ^ 975^ 19- 

Cai^iying into effect peaty with Saes and 

Foxes of Mississippi, 1837-. 1,795 29 
Carrying into ‘effect treaty with- W-inneba- ^ • 

goes - - - - - . - 1 . 517 09 - • 

Carrying into 'effect treaty with Cherokees,- ■ :■ 

per act, 2d July, 1836 . . . .-. . . .-. . ' 28jl39;03 • 

Carrying into effect treaty with Ottoivas and; 

Chippewas 407 75 

Carrying into effect treaty with Stockbridges' , 

and Munsees, ratified 16th May, 1840.- , 1,711 81 

Sales of reserves of Creek Indians under 

treaty of 1832. 427 , 0,0’.' 

Blacksnfiiths’ estabhshments .... .1 ■ . 575' 18‘. 

Treaty stipulations. ... L ....... j. 21.00 

Removal of tire Chbctaws from the State of , , ' ' 

Mississippi .... ^ 5,000 00 , 

Payment of claim provided for in the fourth, 
and .fifth articles of Miami treaty,-6th-No- 

vember, 1838(i .-. 229-61 

Payment of expenses of investigating frauds 
on the; Creek reservation of 1837 ^ - .634 37 ■ 

'Payment of purchase, riioney for Osage :res- / ' 

ervations ^ . . ■ 8-, 670 99 , 

• Interest on stocks under Cheifokee. treaty of ' . ■ - 

1835 ...... 55 00;: 

Interest on stocks for education of Chippe.- , * , , 
was, Ottowas, and Pottawatomies . . . . . ' 5 .87 

Interest on stocks for, Shawnees ...... iii : 645 99 . . 

Interest on investment for Chocta,vv-s under- - 
their convention with Chickasaws of 17th 
January, 1837. ..... ... . . .*. . . • 12j500 00 P 

Interest on in vestment due Indiaurtribes, and ■ ■ : 

reimbursable,- &'c. 3,496 92' 

Expenses of holding treaty -with -Sacs and- ■ ' ' •' ^ 

Foxes, Winnebagoes and Sioux- tiibes of ; ■ . 

Indians, for their titles to lands in Iowa. — -2,5-24; 52' 

Expenses of malting treaty of 28th Novem- ■ ■ . 

ber, 1840, with Miamies, &.e.- ' 477 6l 

Expenses of a delegation of Seniinole In- -. . \ , .' 

dians west of the Mississippi .to Florida, - 5,286 00 - 

Arrearages of pay due Flondamilitia-.undeit- ' - - ,, 

Brigadier , General Reid, for six months-. ,' 

in the service of the United Statesv from-; 

November, 1840, to -April, i,8.4i ... -. 47,604 01' 

Arrearages due fob broads, -harbors, -.Hversp- ; ■ ■ 

&c., and protection of pubTic ■property.’.' • 27;216, 74-: , 
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Surveys in reference to militaiy; defences ■ 

of the frontier, inland, and: Ai.tlahtic-. . . $13-,680: 00 
Defraying expenses of selecting a site on 

the western -waters for a national armoiy. 3,000 00 
Relief of Richard Booker and others, per 

act 2d May, 1840 ,1, .169 02 

To adjust the accounts of Clementsv Biyan", 

& Go., under 2d section of act 3d Mai’ch, , ■ 

1841, for the temporary- support of the _ . 

.destitute KickapoOs 11,605 80 

Benefit of the legal representatives of Ed» 

ward Lee' ........ — *350 00 . 

Relief of -Jos. M. Hernandez, per' act 22d 
, March, 1839'. . . . . A - ...... . , 22,500 00 , 

Relief of Andrew Rembeitj per act: 3d . ■ ' ; 

March, :183.9 ... - ..... i ... . ^ . . - ., . 63 96 : 

Balance due the city of Mobile for two 
companies of mounted men, p6r act 3d. 

, March, 1841 . . . .. . ..... 14,676 23' . 

Relief of Chauncy •Calhoun; per act 9th 

, July, 1842........ ■ ' ,;305 53 

Reliefoof Mary Prettyman, per a,ct llth ; 

. August, 1842 . . .,: ./. .- .. . , . ; 247 00 

, Relief of Sylvester Phelps and heits or le- 

gal. representatives of, Charles Landon, : • 

act August, 1842 ...... .. ... :. . . . 2,100 '1)0 

Relief of Marston G. Clark, per act llth 

August,’ 1842> . ,. ... ... . . . i .> . ■. .. . ... . , .V ■ ■ 302 50 

Relief of John King, per act 26th August, . - 

. , 1842.....;..'..,......... - '900 00 

Relief of George W. Paschal; per act llth 

August, 1842. ' ■; - . ■ 287 50 
Relief of Mary W\ Thompson,- widow of 
the late Lieutenant Colonef A. K. Thomp- ' 

son, 29th August, 1842 i ... . . ■ 900 00 

■ Relief of William Polk, per act 29th August, . ■ 

1842.. .. ............... ■ 119 50 

Q Relief of Benjamin C. Roberts, llth August, , ' 

1842.. '.: 5200 


Relief of the legal representatives of John, . . . 

Scott, per act llth August, 1842. . . . -. , . - 1,500 00 

Relief of Springfield Manufacturing Com- ■ • , 

pany, per act-23d August,. 1842. ....... • 4,756 98- 



k 


. $7,106,875 36:-; 

F rom which deduct the following repay- 
■ ments, viz: ' ■ 

Pay and subsistence. $1 .70 , . 

Purchase of twenty-eight fire en- . ■ 

gines.-... ... . .65 85 
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Fort Calhoun . . : .$12,000 00 

Protection of northern frontier. . ■ ’ 249 99 
Forage for dragoons, volunteers, 

&c. I:..,..-:. 1,328 12 ■ ' - 

Miscellaneous and contingent 

charges ....... i 272 20 - 

Transportation of supplies. .". .1 3,041 54 . 

Subsistence of militia, volunteers, , - 

&c. ... :■... • . 1,710. 59 ■ 

Milita.iy road between the St. 

Peter’s and Des l^oines and 
■ Red rivers ... '• 102 75. . 

Preservation of Ply mouth beach. .26-60- ■ ■ 

Presents to Indians. . . 10 00. • 

Transportation and incidenta.1 

expenses, Indian department. .44 9.7 . . - ■ ' 

•Effectihg Choctaw treaty of Oc- • ■ . „ ■ 

toberil, 1820............. 2,i91 28 

Indian annuities .• 130 50.^ , 

Support of fwo blacksmiths’ es- 
tablishments for Osages. . 3.0 76 

Removal of such Seminole In- 
dians as may suixender for • . . 

emigration.. 2,018 10 ' 

Rifles, &c., for; .Creeks, per act ' 

4th June, 183§ ... 56 24 . 

Interest on stocks for Choctaw ■ ■ 

oi-phans’ reservation> . . 9,954 18. ■. 

Claims of Western Cherokees for ■ . . 

irriprovements abandoned 53' 94 y 

Boat to prevent new accumula- ' 

tion in Red. river 1 .....: 18 36 ■ - , . 

Improving the riavigatiO’U of the . — . ’ 

Mississippi above the mouth of ; - - ... ... 

the Ohio,, and the Missouri. . ,. '. ' ' 

river ..1 1,302 85 

Improving the navigation of the • .. 

Ohio and Mississippi riyerS - ■' . 

from Louisville to' New Or-- . . . ; 

leans,. — . — ....... .I.'. .; 1,300-00 ■' 

Improving the navigation of the . . ' ' ' ^ .. . ; 

Arkansas river . .j. . . . .1,115 66 ■ , , 

Road from Milwaukie, via Mad- ' 
ison, to the Mississippi river, 

opposite Dubuque 1 -1 59 

Survey of a railroad from Mil- > 

■waukie "to. Dubuque. ’. 571 26, 

Cumberland, road in Indiana. . . 40-00 , 

Survey of the-Des Moines and 

Iowa rivers -.'.sev 
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Road from Jacksonville to Talla-- , • 

hassee $104 83 

Road from Burlington to Indian 

agency on the. Des Moines.'. . 69, . , 

Road from Burlington . to Des 

Hagnes l . . ..' 26 47 , ' ■ 

Construction of bridges, &c., be- • 
tween Prairie du Chien and 

Dubuque ........ -21 31 . . 

Effecting Choctaw treaty of Oc- 
tober 11, • 1820. 2,191 28 ■ 

, — ^ $41,839 41 

^ — $7,Q65,0'35 95 


, NAVY ESTABLISHMENT. 

Pay and subsistence .of the Navy. ........ .$2,039,071 50 

Pay of superintendents. 57,375 80 

Increase, repair, armament,', and equipment , 


Provisions ■ 657 j382 03 

■ Medicines, surgical instrumentSj &c. .... . 33,252 80 

■ Navy-yard' at Portsmouth ... .-. '. 20,000 00 

Navy-yard at Boston ................ 21,214 71 

' Navy-yard at Ne'w York 68,704 86 

Navy-yard at Washington. ,. -7)471 77 

Navy-yard at Norfolk. .' . . .-.• . 22,820 63 

^ Navy hospital at Boston ... .' , ■ 623 46. 

Navy hospital at Brooklyn • - - 8,480 81 

Navy hospital at Norfolk ^ . 470 88 

Navy hospital at Pensacola , 1,689 15 

Contingent expenses of the Navy . . ... . . .'. 478,023 24 , 

Contingent expenses not enumerated ...... 11,995 82 

Repairs of naval asylum at Philadelphia. . 861 50 

Sui-vey oJ the coast from Appalachicola bay 

to the mouth of .the Mississippi river. .. . . 5,612,26 • »■ 

Pay, &c., subsistence, &c., of the home 

squadron , ... 419,219 12 

Building and equipping war-steamers of 

medium size.. ..... ..^ 328,056' 35 

Suppression of the slave-trade. .1 . 2,545 10 

Pay and subsistence of the marine corps... 171,90,8 87 
Subsistence of non-comrhissioned Officers 

, serving oh shore ....... i . 33,036 14 

Medicine and hospital stores for- ma.rinecoi’ps . 2,716 55 

Fuel for marine corps 7,429,23 

Military stores- for marine corps... ....... . 860 72 

Clothing for marine corps .... 1 ...■..’.i. 42,666 03 

Contingent expenses for' iharin'e corps. 1 . . ' 11,415 .84 

Transportation ' and recruiting for marine . . • . 

corps.......,.....' ■ 6,726 72 
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Repairs of barracks. ■ $12,463 :24 

Charter of the steamers Splendid and Clar- 
ion, for the survey of Nantucket shoal 4,345 39 

Arranging, preserving, &c., collections made 

by the Exploring Expedition, i 1.. 5,10.0 00 

t. Construction, &c., of armed steamers, &c. 13,000 00 , 

Erecting the statue of Washington, &c. — . 4,000 00 , , 

" Relief of Daniel Kleiss, per act 11th August, 

■ ; 1842...' ...„ , 83 52 

Relief of . Andrew Foirest, per act 29th Au-,- ■; 

gUst, 1842 ■ — 308 34 . ■ = 

Relief of Francis .G. McCauley.,..per . act, 22d 
.June, :iM2- ::742 09,'. ' 


. $6,723,126 03 

From which deduct the fblloydng repay- . . - . 

ments, viz-: . .. . .. ^ 

Navy-yard at Philadelphia. . ... 1,045 18 • ' . ‘ 

Navy-yard at Pensacola.. ... ■ 4,945 .69 ' - 

Contingent for 1829 ..i.. '. ... .. .25 .05 , ■ , . ' 

Privateer pension fund ^... .\ 2 ',07 ' . 

Completing and furnishing hos- . ■ . ' . . * 

' pitals... i.... . .1.0 .00 ■ ■ ' , ■ ; 

Magazines on Ellis’^ Island, in . - 

the harbor of New York...,. .1.3 87 . . 

^ ; 0,041-86 

V — H — ^$6,717„084,tt? 

nysttc DEBit.. ■ j:- 

Interest on the ffunded debt.: .... .r.', $2,000 21 \ 

Interest on loan of 1841 and 1842. . . I'i, .252^262 55 

Redemption of the three per cjSnt. stock. . : ' 7 48 . v ■ 

Reimbursement of Treasury notes, (old) . : . 'l;57:-.?56 

Reimbursement of Treasury note.s, -per act ; • . 

12th October, 1837 8,25;O.:0O', . f 

Reimbursement of Treasury notes, per act' 

31st May, 1838 ............. 17,:O0D .00 . 

Reimbursement of Treasury notes, per act . . ■ " ' . 

31st March, 1840.... ...... .V.. ,.,954,559 86 

Reimbursement of Treasury .notes, per act 
.15th Februaiy, 1841.... ........ ,.,.v.. . 3^767^537 20 

Reimbursement of Treasu ry motes,, per .act , t ■ 

31st January, 1842;^., L, ;2,751,7a0 67' ' ' 

Interest on Ti-.e.asury notes, per. .act 12th.'. , ' ; 

October, 1837 ........^...:....!.;’:. v 295 67 .. 

Interest on Tfeasuiy , notes, .'per act 12th , 

May, 1838:...:'....,... A.,..::.' .1,114-84 .■ 

Interest on Treasury- notes, per act 31 st 
Marchi l840'. . 5.1,300 52 
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Interest on Treasury notes, per act 15th 

February, 1841 $131,595 39 

Interest on Tr'easu^ notes, per act-31st;Jan- . 

uary, 1842 14,830 98 

Interest on Treasury notes, per act ISth , ■ i 

April, 1842.'.. • 158,135' 22' 

; " - , te /110,828 15 

^ • ■$ 26 ', 264,882 ■20 

Treasury Department,,, 

Register’s Office, 5, 18,42. ' 

T..X, Smith, 
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- ^ -G* " ' ' 

Of the Public Dehty December 1, ; 

Of the (old) funded and unfunded debt, payable on presentation : 

- Funded debt — -Principal ... .....i ...$52,087 62 - 

' Interest.! .236,218 78 

^ ^ — ' ■ $288,306. 40 _ 

Unfunded— ^Certificates for claims during . . 

the revolutionary war.. . . , 26,622 44 
Treasury notes issued during 

the late war. 4,317 44 . 

Certificates of Mississippi stock 4,320 09 

_ — 35,259 97 

■$323,566 37 

Debts of the corporate cities of .the District of Columbia, , 

assumed per act ofi26th May, 1836: ^ 

Of the city of Washington. ....... ."t .$930,000 00 

Alexandria 225,000 00 

Georgetown ..■225,000 00 

— — ^$1,380,000 00 

Loan of the 2 l$t of July, 1841, redeemable after 1st of - ■ • 

January, 1844, .... .$5,672,976 88 

Loan of the 15th of April, 1842,' redeem- ; 

able after 1st of January, 1863. 3,126,385 78" 

— $8,799, 362 66 

Treasury notes outstanding, viz : 

Notes issued under the act of — ' ^ 

October 12, 1837. $29/,406 .07 - ’ ‘ 

May 21, 1838, and March. 2, 1839, .. . 35,008 05 

March 31 , 1840 , . 35'4,893 39 ' ; 

February 1.5, 1841 3,389,124 03 

January 31, 1842 .... .5,066,939 .74 ' 

August 31, 1842 .1,224,054 89 

■ . ■ — - — • ■*10,693,426 17' 

•This amount includes $113,631 66, cancelled notes, in the hands of the accounting officers 
for settlement, viz : ' 

Of notes issued under acts prior to 31st of January, 1842. ; .$43,'641 66 

Of notes issued under the act of 31st of January, 1842. 64,990 00 

Of notes issued under the act of 31st of August, 1842 5,000 OQ,' 


Treasury Department, ■ 

Register’s 0'ffice, December b, 1842. 

T- L. SMITH, .Register. 
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D. 


tatement exhibiting a. view of the value of Imports quarter yearly, during the 
years ending September 30, 18iO, 184:1 j, and 1^4:2. 


Periods. 

Value of. Imports. ' 


Paying, fluty. 

' Total. 

'ourth quarter,' 1839 

'irst quarter, 1840 

Second quarter, 1840 . . . . 
Third quarter, 1840 

-.1840 L...... 

lourth quarter, 1840 

frrst quarter, 1841 . . . .i. i 
second quarter, 1841 . . . v 
Third quarter, 1841 ..... 

■ 1841 

Tourth quarter,T841 . i . . . 
i'irst quarter, 1842 . .■■, ... 

$14,316,875 

16,270,5-57 

12,053,141 

14,555,631 

$13,436,137 

12,663,745 

10,184,039 

13,661,394 

. $27,753,012 
.28,934,302 
. • 22,237,180 
28,217,025; 

57,196,204 

'49,945,315. 

107,141,519 

11,657,880 

18,617,299 

17,104,123 

18,640,429 

■ 11,042,450 
.17,626,102 
14,3'80,295' 
. 18,877,599 

22,700,33.0 
36,243,401 
3l,'484,418 
, '37,518,028; 

66,019,731 

■: 61,92'6,446 

127,946,177. 

Bii 

14,582,432 

24,425,953 

17,919,887 

.12,472,361 

• 23,116,375 
32,931,955 
26,111,101 
17,197,898 

Second quarter, 1842 ; ... 
Third quarter, 1842 . . .'. . 

■; 1842. ......... 

22,956,696 


99,357,329 


.Vo(e.— The third guarter of 1842 is partly on estimate. 


Treasury PEPARxiiiENT, ' , 

■ '' Register’s Office, DecmJer 13, 1842. 

T. L. SMITH, Register, 


E: 


A staternerit exhibiting the vdlue of Imports^ arid Exports during the year ending 
■ - ■ oh the 30th of September, 1842. 


Imports— Value of merchandise free, oUduty $29,956,696 

• •Vcilu'e of merchandise paying duty ...... 69,400,633 

. ' ' ' '' $99,357,329 


Exports — Of foreign merchandise,'. yiz : ' ' ======== 

Value free of duty. ..... ..$6,733,117 

Value paying duty '.. ... 4,825,764 

■ . . .' ' - : - —$11,558,881 

Of domestic produce. .'. — ■92,559,088 


$104,117,969 
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Aote.— The value of imports and exports for the quarter ending 30th September, is partly 
estimate. - , ' . . 

Treasury Department, 

Register’s Qefice, DecmJer 13, 18:42. 

T. Li SMITH,. Register. 


F. 


'.Statement exhibiting the value of Ferreign Merchandise exported annually durii 
the years ending on the'ZQth of Septerhber, 1821, to inclusive. 


Year ending 30th i 
.Septerhber. 

Yalue of Foreign .Merchandise exported: 

• Paying duty. . .. ' 1 

HHUH 

mi 

Ad valorem. 


1821 

$4,595,090 . 

.$5.,942,.641 ; 

$10,764,757 

$21,302,488 

1822 

4,699,844 ' 

■ 6,401.462 i 

li;i84,896 

22,286,202 

1823 ...... ...: 

8,502,329 

41,344,,:544 1 

■7,696,749 

27,543,622 

.1824 i... 

■ .9,724;073 ; 

7,498,002 1 

■-8,115,082 

• 25,337,157 


12,554,408. 

16,156,395 i 

•9,885,840 

32,590,643 

.1.826 

11,276,536 

8,127,068 i 

5,135,108 

, 24,539;612 

■ 1827 : 

. 8,139,271 ' 

•7,478',715 i 

'■■7,785,150 

23,403,136 

1828 : 

7,689,381 

5,477,958 

8427,678 ■ 

21,595,017 

, 1829 

5,631,309 ^ 

- 5,796,092 

5,231,077" 

16,658,478 

1830 v 

7,054,286 

5,012,876 : 

.2,320,317 • 

14,387,479 

1831 .... 

8,233,946 

4,200, 537 

7,599,043 , 

20,033,526 


' 7,649,805.' 

10,799,052 

5,590,616 

24,-039,473 


8,260,381 

.4,151,588 

7,410,766 

19,822,735 

1834......... 

8,530,519 

2,349,001 

12,433,291 

23,312,811 


5,807,631 

1,936,024 

12,760,840 

20,504,495 

1836......^.,.,. 

4,913,590 

4,319,277 : 

12,513,493 , 

21,746,36© 

■ 1837 

5,414,886. 

3,991,157 

.12,448,919 

21,854,962 


2,518,329 : 

■ 1,9.48,055 . 

7.486,411 1 

12,452:, 7.95 


2,7.69,322 

2,^3S,376- 

;. 12,486',827 

17,494,525 


3,271,728 

2,534,081 

12,384,503 

18,190,312 

1841 .A 

2,136,522 

2,091,659 

11,240400 

. 15,469,081 


Treasury Department, , ' 

Register’s Office, DeemJer, 1.0, 1842. 

' , ■ ' . ^ir. L. SMITH, Register:. 
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■ . ,-G. 

Collector’s Office, New York, November' 28, 1842. 


Sir: In answer -to your letter of the 23d instant, I. have the honor to 
state my opinion, that for some time preceding the passage of the ihew 
tariff, there was a redtmdant supply of merehandise in the United States,- 
and that this overstock still .continues; and further, to state my full 
cdiicurrence in'the betief which you express, that prices are not deter- 
mined by. the rates of duty imposed upon merchandise, but by the 
proportion .which the supply bears to the demand- 

The actual .q.uantity. of any. description of merchandise which may be 
injthe m.arke.t, is a question.Qf difficult solution; because theiholders are 
unwilling that the dealers should know the extent of their respective 
stocks ; but the inquiry .whether the stock on hand exceeds the demand, 
may be answered by a comparisoil -betvyeen, the cost of articles and the 
prices at which they are- sold, or betw;een the prices obtained at different 
periods. The -first test is not of easy application, because it involves the 
necessity- df. resorting to the importer for information as to the cost, which 
information it is his interest, in .a ;gi'eat majority of cases, to withhold. 
It is true, that if a specimen of the artiole sold is brought to me, with a 
memorandum of the names of the importer, .and of the ship in which it 
was imported, I could ascertain the -cost, provided all the articles of the 
same name, iii tha t particular invoice, were of uniform quality ;. but such 
an . investigation, if made to r any extent, would be exceedingly embar- 
rassing and veiy laborious. ' In . search, then, of facts to' prove by -the 
deoliriing prices of merchandise that there is a surplus stock of merchan- 
dise beyond the wants or abilities of : the consumers, I must refer to the 
quotations of the prices current,' or to actual sales, as communicated to 
me vby individuals upon whose - testimony I can rely. , On a former 
occasion I expressed my doubts whether much reliance could be placed 
upon printed reports of the state of the market; if there were no other 
objections, this alone would suffice,. that their quotations take so, wide a 
■ range as tp express no precise information ; for instance, one now hefore 
me quotes Madeira .wine at 45‘ cents to $1.50 per .gallon ; but I find 
some facts recorded in recent publications which will throw light upon 
• these inquiries: . 

Clean Russia hemp is quoted, July . 6, 1842, at $220 00 . per ton. 

V ' ■' Nov. .23. . 210 00 to $212 50“ 

Bar iron, Riisriai P. S. 1 . ; . . July 6 . .... . . . 102 50 to 105 00 “ 

Nov. 23 97 50 to 100 00 “ 


Refined saltpetre. . .July 6 ......’... 7f . 

. .. Nov. 23 . . ,6f. 

Brown Russia sheetings.. Jiily . 6 . . i-... . . 8 50-. to 8 75 “ 

, ■ Nov. 23 ........ 7-00 to 7 50“ 

In all these , cases the duties -were considerably higher in November 
than in July. There are -in the prices Current a few' articles the prices of 
which in November were higher thaii in July nr . in August ; but I a,m 
confident that a thorough examination' into the state of the market would 
sustain my opinibnj- that there is but due , article which has risen in price 
|to an extent equal, to the increase of -.duty.; the exception is, the highest 
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grades of brandy— the stock of which does not exceed six months supply, 
even under the dirninished demand resulting' from the progress of the 
temperance cause.- • ■ 

■ I have procured some specimens of'diy goods, tp the relative prices 
of which, at different periods,! beg leave to refer; 

No. 1. 'Beavef cloth, sold in September, 1842, at, . .$2' 23. ' 

November. . .i. ... . . ... 1 71 

No. 2. Worsted lining, - ' September i i-. .... ,. 45 

November,-.. '..... .. 30' 

No'. 3. Imp.6rted calico, . . September . I'j . .: 15 

' } November.,.'..........'^...,;...-. 12J 

No. 4. do. do. September . 17: 

November, i - ■ 12J ’ 

Noi 5i American' flannel. Sept., ’41, 37J cts, Sept.,- ’42, 30 cts Nov. 24 
No. 6. “ • satinet, “ 55 50 . 42J 

No.' 7. ■ ■ “ .calico “ • ' - - . 9 ' “ - 7 

No. 8. “ • “ “ / 7^ 

. Specimens of articles which have declined in price since the new tariff 
went into- operation cari be multiplied to any desired extent, and I ven- 
ture to assure you that if proof of an average fall often per cent, in the 
selling price of dry-goods since September 1, were required, I can furnish 
it in abundance, and it is equally certain that the -prices of other goods, 
generallyj are now lower than .they then were. ■ . ' ' : 

The time which has elapsed since the passage of the new act, is too' 
short to admit of prpo/' that the process of accommodating foreign prices to 
the ne\v state'of things existing here, has already begun tp develop itself; 
but I have no reason to doubt that this result, as explained in my, letter , 
of the ,25th instant;- will inevitably be found; and that in- no circum- 
stances will the consumer have to pay the whole or the .larger part of 
the increase of duties provided by the new law. 

■ I api, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . ' • , 

' . \ EDWARD CURTIS, Cofteor. 

Hon. Walter FoRVi/ARD, ' ' ' ' ^ 

Secreta?-y of the Treasury, Washington, D. 'C. ’ 


;'-H.' 

AN ACT for the 'Warehousing of Goods (28th, Augusp 1833.) FrOrh. “The Statutes of tlte 
. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.'”— 3 and 4. William I'V. . : 

Whereas an apt was passed in the sixth year of the rpign of 
6 G. 4, c, 112 . liis late Majesty king George- the Fduith, entitled, “ An 
act for - the wai'Chousing . of goods,” whereby .the laws of 
. custofns in relation to the warehousing of goods were con- 
. solidated and amended ; -arid whereas, since the passing 
of the said act, divers acts, for thp further artiendment of • 
the 'law have been. found .necessary,: and it will be pf ad- 
vantage to. the trade andeominerceofthecountrythat.' 

. the said acts should be Gpnsolidated into, one act ; 

. . Be it thereJi}re:enacied- by 'the'King\s most excellent Majesi 

by and with the advice arid consent of .the Lords {sjyiritvMl ,andi 
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temporal) and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, That this, act shall commence 
upon the first day of September, onfe thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-three, except where any other commencement is 
herein particularly directed. - • 

II. And he it further ejected,. That it shall be lawful for the 

■ commissioners of Iris Majesty’s treasury, by their warrant 

from time, to time, to a,ppoint 'the ports in. the. United King- 
dom which shall be warehousing ports- for the purposes; of 
this act ; and that it shall be lawful, for the cornmissioners 
of his. Majesty’s customs, subject to the authority and direc- 
tions of the commissioners of his Majesty’s treasury, by their 
order from time to time, to appoint in what warehouses or 
places of special, security, or of ordinary security, as the case 
may require, in -such ports, and in w.hat different parts or 
divisions of such warehouses or places, and in what manner, 
any goods, and what sorts of goods, may and may only be 
warehoused and kept and, secured without. pa.}mient of any 
duty upon the first entry thereof, or for exportation, only, in 
cases wherein the same may be prohibited to-be imported for 
home use ; and also in stich order to direct in what cases 
(if any) security by bond, in riianner hereinafter provided, 
shall be required in respect of any warehouse so appointed 
by thern.' ' . ' . . '■ 

TH. And he it further esiacted. That whenever any ware- 
house.shall have been approved of by the said commissioners, 
as being a tvarehouse of s.pecial security, it sh.all be stated 
in their order of appointnient that such warehouse is ap- 
• pointed as a warehouse of special security : Provided always, 
.That all wareho.uses, connected^ with wharfs for the landing 
of goods to be lodged therein, and enclosed together wil^h su.ch 
wharfs within walls, such, as are or shall be required by any 
act for the constructing of such warehouses and wharfs, and 
being appointed to be legal quays, shall, without any order of 
the. commissioners of the customs, be warehouses for the pur- 
poses of this.act for'all goods landed ht such wharfs or qua}fs, 
, at any port apipointed by the. commissioriers of his Majesty’s 

■ treasury to be a warehousing port as aforesaid, and all such 
warehouses shall be warehouses- of special security. 

' , IV. And he it funhier enacted. That all appointrhents of 
warehouses for. the warehousing of .goods, made under the 
authority of any other ‘act ip force at the time of the com- 
mencement of this, act, shall Continue iii force as if the same 
had been made under the authority of this act, and all bonds 
. given, in respect of any goods warehoused or entered to be 
warehoused, under any act in force at the time of the com- 
mencement of this act, shall continue in force' for the pur- 
poses of this act. ' ' ' . . ■ . , ■ . , 

V. Andhe it further enaciedy That the cominissioners of his 
^Majesty’s customs' shal|, .put of the .irioneys arising from 
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Power to re- 
voke' or alter 
appqintmenta. 


Publication of 
Wpointment in 
Gazette. ■ 


Warehouse 
keeper may 
give . general 
bond if willing. 


, Or importer 
give particular 
bond. 


Sa.le of goods 
in warehouse, 
by proprietor 
to be valid, al- 
though they re- 
main there. 


the duties of customs, provide from time to time the ware- 
houses for the warehousing of tobacco at the ports into which 
tobacco maybe legally imported : Provided always, That- for 
every hogshead, chest, or case of tobacco so warehoused, 
the- importer or proprietor thereof shall pay, as and . for ware- 
house rent, such sum or sums not .exceeding .any sum. pay- 
able under any . act in force at the time of the coirimencemerit. 
of this, act, and at such periods and in such manner as the 
commissioners of his Majesty’s treasury shall from time to 
time by their warrant appoint and direct ; and all such 
sums shall be paid,, received, and appropriated, as duties of 
customs. . .. 

VI. A?d he it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for 

the said commissioners of his Majesty’s treasury by their 
Wa rrant, and for said commissioners of the customs by their 
order, from time to time to revoke any former Warrant or any 
former order, or to make any alteration in - or addition to any 
former warrant or any former order made by them- as afore- 
said respectively. .. • - I ■ 

VII. And he it' further enacted, That every order made by 

the said commissioners of the customs in respect .of ware^. 
houses of special security, as well those of original appoint- . 
ment as those of revocation, alteration, or addition, shall be' 
published in the London . Gazette, for such as' shall be ap- 
pointed in Great Britain, and in the Buhlin Gazette, for such 
as shall be appointed in Jrefowd. ’ ' . ; ‘ - ' . . 

. VIII. Aiid, he. it further enacted, That .before any gdods-shall 
be entered' to be warehoused in any wai-ehouse in' respect of 
which security by bond shall be required as aforeSaidj .thq) 
proprietor or occupier of - such warehouse, if he' be willing j 
shall give general- security by bond, ■with two sufficient sure- 
ties, for the payment' of the full duties of importation on all . 
such goods as shall., at any time be \varehoused :thereiri, or’ 
for the due . exportation thereof; and if such proprietor or 
occupier be not wilhng to give, such general security, the 
different. importers of the separate quantities of goods .shall, 
upon eachrimportation, give such security in respect' of the 
particular.tgoods imported by them respectively; before such 
goods shall bc entered to be warehoused. , 

. IX. And he it further enacted. That if any goods lodged in 
any warehouse shall be the property of the occupier of such 
■warehouse, and shall he sold bybim, and upon such 

sale there shall ha-ve been a Written agreement, signed' -by 
the parties, or a- written contract . of ' sale made, executed, 
and delivered by a hroker or other person legally authorized 
for or on behalf of the. parties respectively, and' the aniount 
of the price stipulated in the said agreenient or contract shall - 
have been actually paid or secured to be paid by the pur- 
chaser, every such .sale shall be valid,, although sUch goods 
shall- rernain in such-.warehbuse : Provided, -.That a transfe^ 
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of such goods, according to such sale, shall havebeen entered 
in a book to be kept for that purpose by the Officer of the Transfer of 
custorris having the charge of such 'wajehouse, who is hereby ™ch goods to 
required to keep Such book, and to enter such transfers, with book, 
the dates thereof, upon application of the owners of the goods; 
and to produce such book upon demand made. 

X. And he it further enacted, That all goods warehoused Storage m 
. shall be stowed in such manner as that easy access may he afford , easy ac- 
had to every package and parcel of the same; and if the cess, 
occupier of the warehouse shall omit so to stow the same, he 
shall, for every such omission, forfeit the sum Of five pounds ; Penalty 5t. . 
and if any goods shall be taken out of any warehouse, with- 
out due entry of the same with the proper' officers of the • 

customs, the occupier of the warehouse shall be liable to- the 
payment of the duties due thereon. 

XI; And be it fxvrthtr enacted, Thatif any goods warehoused' fraudu- 
shall be fraudulently concealed in or removed from the ware- ed orremoVed." 
.house; the same shall be forfeited; and if any importer or- 
proprietor of any goods warehoused, or any person in his. • 

' employ, shall by^ any contrivance frauduleirtly open the ware- Penalty- on 
house or gaiii accesk to the goods, .except in the presence of 
the proper oflficer acting, in the execution. of his duty, such 
irripdrter.or'proprietorshallforfeit and- pay for every- such 
ofenee the sum of five. hundred pounds,' 

XII. And be it firther enacted. That within one month after , 
any . tobacco shall have been -warehoused, and upon the entry 
and landing of any other goods to be warehoused, the proper Examination 

o r 1 Si 1 • 1- r r on entry and 

oincer ol .the custorns shall take a paitipular account of the landing. 

same, and shall mark the contents on each package,, and 

shall mark the word “prohibited” on Such packages as 

contain, goods prohibited to be imported for home use ; and 

that all goods shall be warehoused and kept in the packages Marking pack- 

in which, they shall ha-ve been imported, and no alteration 

shall be made in the packages or the packing of any goods - 

in the warehouse, except in -.the casCs hereinafter provided. 

Xm. And be it further enacted. That, all goods entered to 
be warehoused, or to be rewarehoused, shall be carried to Gooda - to 
the warehouse Under, the cqre, or with the authority or per- un°- 

mission, of. the. proper officer of the customs, and in such der authority 
manner, and by such persons, and by such roads or ways, officers, 
and -within such spaces of time, as .the proper officer of the 
customs shall authorize, permit, or direct; and all such goods . 
not so carried shall be forfeited. . , 

XIV. And.be it further enactef That alkgoods which have Regulations 
been so warehoused shall be. duly cleared, either for export- clearing 
ation or for home use, within three years, and all surplus ® . 
stores of ships within one year, from the-.day of the first 
entry thereof (unless further time be given by'tke commis- - . 

sioners of his Majesty’s treasury ;)• and if any such goods be 
^otso cleared, it shaU be lawful for the commissioners of his 
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• Majesty’s customs to cause the same to be sold, and "the 
■produce shall be applied to the payment of warehouse rent 
and other charges, and the overplus, if any, shall be paid to 
the proprietor; and such goods, when sold, ' shall be held 
subject to alFconditions to which they were subject previous 
to such sale, except that a further time of three months from 
the date of the sale shall be allowed to the purchaser for the 
clearing of such goods from the warehouse : Provided always, 
That if the goods so sold, shall not be duly cleared from the 
warehouse within such three nnonths, the same shall befor- . 
Company ’i 3 feite'd : Provided always, That if the goods so to be'disposeid ’ 
goods and of shall have been imported by the iEcwi /wdm Company, Or 
to*^briold*^^at description called piece goods,” imported 

their sale. . fi'om placos within the limits of their charter into the port of 
London, the same shall, at the requisition'of. the commis-: 

. sionefs of customs, be duly exposed to sale;, by the said 
, company at their next, ensuing sale, and shall be, Aen sold 
for the highest.price which shall be then publicly offered for 
'' the same. ■ . - . ' 

In case pf acci- -XVi And be it further eriacted, That if; any jgopds- entered 

or"^ "sW^ping be warehoused, or entered to be delivered from the ware- . 
goods, duty to house, shall be lost or destroyed by any unayoidable acci- 
be remitted, dent, either on, shipboai'4 or in the landing or shipping of the 
same, or in the receiving into, or' delivering from, the ware- 
house, it shall be'lawful for the commissioners of his Majes-’, 
ty’s customs to remit or return the duties payable or paid •. 

, . • on the quantity of such goods so lost or destroyed. ' ' 

Entry for ex- XVI. Aiid be it further .e7iacted,fFha.t no good$\vhich,ha.ve:. 
E'ome-us" ■ been so warehoused, shall be taken or delivered from the' ■ 
warehouse, except upon due entiy, and, under caite of the 
proper officers for exportation, or upon due entry and pay-, 
ment of the full duties payable thereon for home- use, if they 
be such goods as may be used in the United Kingdom ; save 
Goods permit- and except goods delivered into the charge of the 'search- 
^^V°from^*'the shipped as Stores, and which shall and niay be so' 

tylrehouse idu- shipped without entry or payment of any duty for any ship 
ty.free, as ships of the burden of seventy tons at least,.bound upbn a voyage 
stores. to foreign parts, the probable duration of which, out and 

home, will not he less than forty days Proiiiided That' 

. ' • such stores shall be duly borne, upon the ship’s victualling bill, 
and shall be shipped in such quantities, and. subject to such 
directions and regulations, as the commissioners- of customs 
shall direct and appoint. 

miT* Provided always, and he it. enactedy That any rum 
stores may^ be of Ae plantations may be delivered into the charge 

shipped with- of the searcher, to, be shipped as stores for any shipj with-. 
boLe on^vlc’tu- entry or payment of any duty, and any surplus stores of 
ailing bill; any ship rnay be delivered into the pharge of the searcher, 

■ , to be reslripped as stores for the same ship, or for the same 

master in another ship; without entry or payment of ' any.^ 
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duty, such mm and such surplus stores being duly borne 
upon the victualling bills of such ships respectively j and if 
the ships, for the future use of which any sui^lus stores have 
been warehoused, shall have been broken Up or sold, such . 
stores may be so delivered for the use. of any other ship or entered for 
belonging to the same owners; or , may be entered for pay- '*s,e- 
ment of duty, and delivered for the private use of such own- 
ers, or any of theiri!, or for master or purser of such ship. 

in.. And he, kfmther enacted, That upon the entry of Duties to ,be 
any such goods,, to be cleared from the' warehouse,’ if .the 

^ ^ ■ 1 • 1 i' • n ' quantities., .ex-- 

same be lor home use, the person entenng such goodSinward, cept in .certain 
shall dehver a bill of the entry, and duplicates thei;eof, in like- oases., 
manner as is directed by law .in the case of goods entered to 
be landed, as far as the same is applicable ; arid, at the same . 
time, shall pay down, to the proper officer of the customs the 
full duties of customs payable thereon, arid not being less in . 
amount thari, according to the account of the quantity first . . 

taken of the respective packages or parcels of the goods in such • ' ' 

■ entry, at th(3 examination thereof, at the time of the first entiy 
and landing of the same, without any abatement bn account of ^ ’ 
any deficiency,, except as by this act is otherwise provided. 

And that if the entry, be . for exportation, or for removal to If for expor-. 
any other warehouse, and any of the packages or parcels of ® 

■ the goods- , be deficient of the respec.tive,.quantities of the deficiencies to 
same, according to the account first taken as aforesaid, a paid’. 
like entry inward shall also be passed in respect of the 
•quantities so deficient, and the full duties-shall be paid on 

the amount thereof, before such pa,ckages or, parcels of ' 

goods shall be delivered or taken for , exportation . or remo- 
val,; .except, as by this act is otherwise provided. - And if How value as- 
any goods, so deficient in quantity, shall be- such as ■ are “‘tamed, 
charged to pay duty according to the value thereof, such 
value shall be estimated at the price for which the like sorts 
of goods, of the .best quahty. Shall have been last or lately 
sold, either at any sale of the East India Company, or in any 
other rtianner, as the’.case may be. 

XIX. Provide! always, arid be it further enacted, That the Duties on.to- 
duties payable upon tobacco, sugar, and. spirits, respectively, 
when taken out of warehouse" for home use, shall be charged, be charged’ on 
Upon the quantities -.ascertained by the weight, measure, or de- 

strength of the same actually delivered ; save and except, certain 
that if the sugar shall not be in a wate.house of special secu- cases., 
rity,. no greater abatement, on account of deficiency of .the ' 
quantity first ascertained as aforesaid,, shall be made, than 
shall be after the rate of three per centum of suCh quantity .for 
. the first three months, and ’^one per ceiiiwra for every, subse- 
quent month during which’ such sugar shall have been ware- 
housed; and, also,, save and except, that if the spirits (being 
» any other spirits than rum of the British plantations) shall 
■^ot be in a warehouse of special security, no greater abate- 
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ment, on, account of deficiency of the quantity or strength 
Rrst ascertained as aforesaid, shall be made, than shall be 
after the several rates of allowances following (that is to 
• , say) : for every hundred gallons, hydrometer proof (videlicet ) : 

' . for any time not exceeding six months, one galiori ; for any 

time exceeding six ' months, and not exceeding twelve 
months, two gallon^ for any time exceecling twelve months, 
and not exceeding 'eighteen months, three gallons; for any 
time ‘ exceeding eighteen months, and not exceeding two 
' years, four gallons ; for any time exceeding two ■years, five ’ 
gallons. Provided always, That no abatement shall be 
No allowance made in respect of any. deficiency' in quantity of any spirits 
for leakage. occasioned either by leakage or accident, and not by natural 
evaporation, in whatever warehouse ' the- same may be-,' 
except as by this: act is otherwise, specially provided- - 

Importer may XX. And be, it farther enacted, ThaO if after any goods 

home useor for shall; have been duly ehtered and landed, to be warehoused, , 
exportation, al- and before the same shall have been, actually deposited in 
though not the warehouse, the importer shall further entei the same, or ' 
warehoused. part thereof, for home use or for exportation, as from the 

warehouse, the goods so entered shall be, considered as vir- 
- , tually and consti'uctiyely warehoused, although nqt actually 
. deposited in the warehouse, and shall and may be delivered 
and taken for home use or for exportation, as the case may 
• be-' 

Goodsmaybe XXL AncFwhereas it is expedient to make regulations for - 
removed to oth- thg removal ■ of warehoused goods from' one warehousing 
warehoused, port to another, and. irom, one warehouse to another ip the 
same port : Be if tfcerefme eiwieted, d'hat any goods which 
. have been warehoused at some port in the United' Kingdom-, 
may be removed by sea or inland carriage to any 'other port 
in the same, in which the, like goods may be warehoused 
upon importation, to be rewarehoused' at such other port, 
and again as often as may be required to any other such 
port,, to- be. there rewarehoused, subject to the regulations 
And.on notice hereina,fter mentioned, thatis to say: twelve hours’ notice, 
^rTare^fbr'^re-^^ the intention to remove such: goods- shall ' be 

moval^ u.nd'er given to the. warehouse officer, specifying the particular 
seals of office. , goods intended fo be removed, and: the marks, numbers, and 
'descriptions of the packages in which the same are con- 
tained, in what ship imported,. when, and by whom, entered 
inward to be warehoused .and .if - subsequently reware-,. 
housed, when, and b.y" whom, rewarehoused, and to what 
port the- same are to be remOyed ; artel thereupoh the'warer 
house officer shall take a-particular account-6f such' goods, 
and shall mark the- contents on every package in. prepara- 
tion for the deHvea-ing pf the same, for the purposes of such 
removal, and previous to the delivery thereofmay cause, the 
proper seals -of office 'to be affixed, thereto : Provided always. 
Tobacco for That tobacco, the produce- of the RridsA;: possessions i^ 
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America, or of the United States of Americd, and purchased navy 

^ . . . . maybe removed 

^to certain ports. 


for the use of his Majesty’s; navy, may be removed by the 


purser of any ship of war in actual service to the ports of 
Rochester', Portsimuth, or Plymoutk,\.o he: xhexexevfsdehou&bdi, 
in narrie of siich purser, in such warehouse as shall be ap- 
proved for that purpose by the commissioners of -his Majes- 
ty’s customs. . . ' , . 

XXII. Arid be it further eridcted. That before such goods Entry of goods 
shall be delivered to be removed, due .entry of thesamdshaH ^®'’ ■'emovai. 
be made, and. a proper bill of such entry. With- duplicates 
thereof, be delivered to the collector or comptroller, contain-: 
ing the before-mentioried particulars, and an exact account 
of the quantities of the different softs of goods ; and such 
bill of the eritry , signed by the collector and comptroller, shall 
be the 'Warrant.- for the removal of such goods ;' and an_ 
account of such goods, containing all such particulars, shall Account sent 
be transmitted by the proper officers of the port of reindval other port, 
to the proper officers of the port of destination; and upon’ 
the' arrival of such goods at the port of destination, due’ 
entry of the samp, to be re warehoused, shall, in like nian^ . Entry at, port 
ner, be made with the collector and comptroller at such port, ^to re- 

coiltaining all the particulars arid accounts' before mentioned, " 
together with the name of, the port ficm which such goods 
have been rerrio'vedi and the description and situation; of the Forms of en-- 
warehouse in- which’ they are to be warChohse'd ; artd the foes, 
bill of such entry; signed by such collector and comptroller, 
shall be the warrant to th,e landiiig officer and the warehouse Examihation 
officer' to admit such goods to be there rewaiehousedi, under of officers. . 
such exa,minatiOn as is made' of the like g,OOds when fivst 
warehoused upon importation frOm ports beydnd the seas; 
and the particulars to be contained in such notice and in 
such entries shall be written and airanged in such form and 
manner as the collector and comptroller shall require ; and Certificate of 
the officers at the port Of arrival shall ti'ahsmit to the Officers o^rba^^sent to- 
at the port of removal an account of the goods sO arrived, yai? ° 
according as they shall, upOn ;examination, prove to be, and 
the warehouse officers at the port; of removal, shall notify 
such arrival in their books. 

' XXIII. Andbe it furthei‘ eriacted, That the persbris remo- Bond to re- 
ving such goods' shall, at .the time of entering ffie,same’, give ;jjj,"t^*]^j^^ 
bond, with One sufficient surety, for . the. due arrival and given at either 
rewar^housiug . of sUch goodsj within a .reasonable time,-P°r‘- 
(with reference to the distance between 'the respective ports, 
to be fixed . by the commissioners; of bis iMtyesty’s custonis,) 
which bond • may be taken .by the; collector and .comptroller 
either of the port of remdvffi , or of. the' port of de'stirtatiph, 
as shall be st suit the residence . or convenience of the person's . 
interested in the removak of such gOods"; and if such bond, 
shall have been given at the port -of destination, a Certificate 
thereof, under the hainds of the collector and cohiptrOUer of 
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such port, shall, at the time of entering : such .goods, be 
produced .to the collector or comptroller of the port of 
removal. '■ , . 

Bond howto XXIV, And he it further enacted., That such bond shall 
be discharged, jjq)- be discharged unless such goods shall have been duly 
rewarehoused at the port of destination within the time 
allowed for such removal, or shall ’ have been otherwise 
accounted for to the satisfaction of the said commissioners, 
nor until the fuU duties , due upon any deficiency of such 
‘ . goods shall have been paid, nor. until fresh security shall 

have been given in respect of such, goods in manner herein- 
after providedj unless such goods shall have, been lodged iri 
some warehouse, in respect of which 'general security shall 
have been given by the proprietor or occujpier thereof, or in 
some warehouse in respect of which no security is, re- 
quired. 

As tQ goods XXV. A'nd he it further enacted, That such goods, when 
rewarehoused. gg lewafehoused, may be entered and shipped for exporta- 
tion, or entered and delivered for home use, as the like goods 
may be when, first warehoused upon importation, and the 
time which shch goods shall be allowed to remain reware- 
housed at such port' shall be reckoned from the day, when 
tlie sarne wete first entered to be rewarehoused.- y 
On arrival af- XXVi. And he it further enacted, That if,, upon, the arrival 
ter forms of rj- bf such goods at the port of destination, the parties shall be 
. Jartks°may"enl desirous to export the Same, or to pay. duties 

ter to export, or thereon for honie use, without actually lodging the.saine in 
wUhout*-^® warehouse for which they have' been entered and exam- 
first carrying to ined to be rewarehoused, it shall be lawful for the officers of 
warehouse. • (be Customs at such port, after all the formalities of entering 
and exartlining siich goods for rewarehousing have been duly 
performed, (except the actual labor of cairying and of lodg- 
ing the same in warehouse,) to consider the same as virtually 
. or constructively rewarehoused, and to permit the same to 
.. be entered and shipped for exportation, or to .be entered and 
• delivered for home use, upon payment of . the' duties , dufe 
, thereon, in like manner- as if such goods had been actually 
so carried arid lodged in such warehouse.; and the account' 
’ taken for the rewarehousing of such goods may serve as the 
account for delivering the same as if from the 'Warehouse, 
either fbf shipment or the payfnent of duties, as the case 
may be ; and all goods' so exported, ^dr for which the duties 
. have been so paid, shall be ' deemed to have been duly 
cleared from the warehouse. 

Removal in the . XX VII. Aiid'- he it further enacted. That any goods which 
same port. have bfeen warehoused in some warehouse in the .port of 
niay,'yrith\ the' permission of the. commissionersmf 
customs first obtained, be rernoved to. any other warehouse 
in the: said, port iri which the like goods may be warehoused 
on' importation ; and ^y goods which have.been warehoused 
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in some warehouse in any other port may, with the permis- 
sion of the collector and comptroller of such port first obtained, 
be removed to any other Warehouse in the same port in 
which the like goods may be warehoused on importation, 
under such general regulations as. the commissioners of the 
customs shall direct. 

XXVIII. he it further enacted,, That all goods which Goods and par- 

shall . have been removed from one warehouse for . or to 

, 1 , ‘ 1 • 1 • rr* ■ • n original condi- 

another, whether m the same port or into a different port, and tions. : 

all proprietors of such goods, shall be held subject in all re- 
spects , to all the conditions to which they would Kaye been 
held subject if such goods had remajned in the warehouse 
where the same bad been originally warehoused. ; 

XXIX. Arud he it further enacted, That if any goods shall Goods sold, 
have been warehoused in any warehouse in respect of which 

general security by. bpnd, as hereinbefore provided, shall not and relkse the 
have been given by the proprietor -or occupier of such ware- original bonder 
house, and particular security, as in siich case is required, 
shall have been, given by the importer Of' such goods in re- 
spect of the same, and such goods shall have been sold or 
disposed of, so that the origina,! bonder shall be no longer 
interested in, or have control over, such goods,- it shall lie 
lawful for the proper officers to admit fresh security to be 
given by the bond of the' new": proprietor of such goods Or 
persons having 'the control over the same, with his sufficient 
^refy, and to cancel the bond given by the original 'bonder' 
of such goods, or to exonerate him and his surety to the ex- 
• tent of, the fresh security so given. , - , ' 

XXX. And he it further enacted. That if the person remov- Bond of remov- 
ing any goods from one port to another, and who shall ha.ve 

giveh bonds, in ' respect of such removal and reivarehousing, house .until 
shall be and continue to be interested in such goods after the f*ysh bond be 
same' shall .have been duly rewaxehbused, and such goods fwner. ^ 
shall have been so rewarehoused in some warehouse in re-, 
spect of which security is required, and the proprietor, or 
occupier of the same shall not have given" general security, 
the bond in icspect of such removal and reAvarehousing shall ■ ■ 

be conditioned and' continue in force for the rewarehousing 
of such goods, until fresh bond be given by some ndw pro- 
prietor or other person, in mariner hereinbefore provided., 

XXXI. .Arid he it further enacted. That it shall be lawful in To sort, sepa- 
the warehouse to sort, separate, pack, and repack any -goods, ™p/ck^fnsame 
and to niake such laAvful alterations therein,.0raiTangemeht3 or equal pack- 
thereof, as may' be oecessaiy either for the preservation of 

such goods, or in order to the sale, shipment, or legal dispo- 
sal of the same, provided that such goods be repacked in the ^ ^ 
sarrie packages -in which the'same goods, or some part of the 
whole quantity ofthe same parcel of goods, were imported, or 
' in packages of entire quantity equal thereto,- or in' such, other 
- packages as the commissioners of his Majesty’s customs shall 
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permit (not being less, in any case, if the goods be ,to be exr 
ported or to be removed to another warehouse, than rnaybei 
• required by law for the importation qf such goods ;) and also, 
To' bottle off in the warehouse, to draw off any wine or any rum of the- 
wineorrumfor plantations into reputed quart bottles, or reputed pint' 

bottles, tor the purpose only oi being exported -irom the 
warehouse ; and also, in the warehouse, to draw off any such 
. runi into casks, containing not less than ty^enty gallons each. 
To draw off for the purpose oply of being disposed of as stores for ships.; 

‘ and, also, in the warehouse, to 'draw off any other spirits 

into reputed quart bottles, under such regulations as the. 
.commissioners of custonas .shall from time to tinae direct, for 
the. purpose only of being exported from the warehouse; 
and, also, in the warehouse, to draw off and mix with any 
. wine any brandy secured in the same warehouse, not ex^ 
ceeeling the proportion ,df ten gallons of brandy to one hun- 
dred gallons of wine ; and, also,. in the warehouse, to fill up 
any , casks of wine of spirits from any Other casks of the 
same, respectively secured in the sanae warehouse ;., and. 

To fill up or also, in any warehouse of special security, to rack off any 
S'^winf wine frona- the lees, and in such warehouse to rnix. any wines 
of the same sort, erasing from the .casks all import brands ; 

To take sam- and, also, in the warehouse, to take such moderate samples 
pies. Qp goods as may be allowed by the. c.ommisrioners . of his 

Majesty’s custonas, without entiy and without payment of 
duty, except as the same may eventually become payable,, 
as on a deficiency of the oiiginal quantity. 

No alteration XXXII. Provided always, -and be. it further enacted, That no . 
4vT^acl” ^.Iteration shall be made in any such goods or: packages, 
Iges.^butMthe nor shall any such wihe, rum, brandy, or spirits, be botded,. 
commissioners drawn off, 'mixed, or filled up, nor shall any such samples be 
shall direct. taken, except after such notices given by the respective im?- 
! porters or proprietors, and at such tithes and' in such man:- 

ner arid under such regulations and restrictions, as the comr 
rnissfoners of customs shall, from tihie to time, require and 
direct. 

Repacking in XXXHI. “And whereas it may happen that, after repack- 
proper pack- < into proper packageaof any parcel of goods which have 
( ‘ been unpacked, and separated or drawn off front the origi- 

‘ nal package in any of the Cases hereinbefore provided for, 

. ' there ma,y remain soine- surplus quantities of the respective 

‘ parcels of such goods, which may not be sufficient to make 
‘ or- fill up.anydne of such proper packages, pr it ma,y happen 
‘ that some part' of such gopds, when separated 'from other 
‘ parts, may be s.uch refuse, or in. so darnaged a state as to 
‘ be worthless, or , that the total quantity of su.ch parcel of 
f goods -niay be re.duced by separation of dirt or sediment. 
Or by the . dispersion of dust or otherwise ; and whereas 
* duties payable on such goods iriay have been levied at a rate . 
‘ having regard tq u' just allow.ance’ fo.r the state in which 
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■ such, goods are imported, and it is- not proper that any man- 
‘ ufacturing prqcess should be performed in such warehouse 
‘ to the detriment of revenue:” Be it therefore enacted, That 
after such goods have been so repacked in -proper packages, After repack- 
it shall be lawful for the comrhissioners of the customs, at ing, damaged 
the request of the importer or proprietor .of such goods, to 
cause or peririit any of such refuse, damaged, or surplus 
goods, not contained in any such packages, to be destroyed; . 
and if the goods be such as may be deUvered for home use, 
the duties shall be immediately paid upon any part of such Disposal' of 
surplus, as may remain, and the same shall be delivered for surplus quan- 
home use accordingly; and if they be such aAmay not be ■’ 
so delivered, such surplus as may so remain shall be disposed 
of for tlie purpose of exportation in such manner as the com- 
missioners of the customs shall direct; and thereupon the 
quantity contained in each of such proper packages shall be Quantities in 
ascertained and marked upon the same, and the deficiency new packages 
shall be ascertained by a comparison of thelotal quantity in ^dXienV 
such proper, packagos with the-- total quantity first ware- to be appor- 
housed, and the proportion which such deficiency may bear •. 

.to the quantity in. each packa,ge shall also be marked on the 
same, and added' to such quantity, and the- total , shall be 
deemed to be the imported contents of such package, and be, 
held .subject to the full duties of importation, except as other- 
wise in any case provided by this act: Provided alway?, P\idX - 
it shall be lawful for the commissioners, of his Alajesty’s Abandonment 
custorns to; accept the abandonment, for the .duties, of any of goods for du- 
quantity of tobacco or coffee, or -pepper or cocoa, or lees of ■ 
wine,- and also of any whole package's of other goods, and 
to cause or, permit the same to be destroyed, and to deduct 
Such quantity of tobacco or coffee, or pepper or cocoa, o.r the 
, contents, of such- whole package's, from the total quantities of 
the same importatfon, in computing the amount of the defi- 
ciency of such total quantity. ' . 

XXXIV. 'And- be it further enacted, That no foreign casks. Foreign casks, 
bottles, corks, packages, or . materials, whatever, except any . 

in which some goods shall have been imported-and Ware- 
housed, shall be used in the repacking of any goods in the 
warehouse, unless the full duties shall have been, first paid 
thereon. . . . , . , ■ _ . 

XXXY, And he it , farther eimcted, That it shall be lawful be^de’ 

for the coniniissiohers of the custoins to permit any stuffs or bvered out of 
Tabrics of silk, linen, .cotton, or wool, or of any mixture of warehouse, to 
them, . or of any of them, with any other material, to be taken AhoHceof^he 
out of warehouse to be- cleaned, refi'eshed, dyed, stained, or East Indies, 
calendered,. 01 to be bleached or printed, without payment 
. of duties of customs ; under security, nevertheless, by bond to 
their satisfaction, that such goods shall be returned to the ■ 
warehousewithinfhe time that they shall appoint;, and that - 
it shall be lawful for the said comnrissionefs,.in like manner 


Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis 


520 REPORTS OF THE 

Juid' innder Hke. stecuiity, to permit any ricev the produce of 
places within the limits of the East India Company’s charter, ■ 
' to be delivered outof warehouse, to be cleaned, making such. 

. . • allowance .for waste as to the said commissioners shall appear 

to be reasonable. 

XXXVI. Atid he it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
Copper ore fof the impo'rter or proprietor of any copper ore warehoused 
rtiay be taken to give notice to the proper ofiSc.ers of the customslof- his 
intention to take such ore out of warehouse to be smelted,, 
smeltedv. Stating in such' notice the quantity of copper coiteputed to be 
■ contained in such ore,, and delivering,fo. such officers suffi- 
cient samples or specimens for ascertaining by proper assays; 
at the expense of thfe proprietor, feUch quantity of copper, and 
giving sufficient security' by bond for returning such quantity 
of copper into the warehouse ; and if such officers shall be 
satisfied of :the fairness of the samples of specimens of such 
■ ■ ore, and of the assays made of the same, and of the security 

given, they, shall deliver such ore for the purpose of being 
■ smelted as affiresaid: .Prorided always, That if any copper 
ore intended to be so Smelted shall be imported into any port 
where such ore or where copper cannot be warehoused,, the 
same may be entered as .being to be warehoused , at the port 
at 'which the Copper after srhelting is to be warehoused,, and 
such;' ore shall thereupon be taken account of and' delivered 
for the purposes aforesaid, in like thanner as if the, sameffiad . 
t been warehoused : Prow'ded a&d, That all copper so-produced 
bysmeffing shaUbe deefhed tobecopper iniported, and shall, 
be warehoused as such; , ' 

. XXXVlIi And be -it farther- exacted. That rib. parcels of 
Goodsin bulk goOds SO warehoused, which were imported iri bulk, shall be 
delivered. delivered j except in the whole quantity of each, parcel. Of in, 

a. quantity not less than One ton. weight,' unless by Special 
leave of the .proper officers' of the Custorns'. , '' 

■ XXXVIII. And Je if ykrtAef .ewacted,' That mo goods so 
Package's to Warehoused shall be dehvered, unless the same; or the pack- 
f^reaelive* ^8®® ^P^*-^ining the .same,. shall have been marked in such 
oie e.ivery. Jigj;j[p'guig^ij^g jjja,nner as the coriimissibners- of his Majesty’s 

'' customs - shall deem necessary and practicable,, and shall 
from.time to. time direct: ’ , 

Decrease and XXXlX. “And whefeas some' sorts of goods are liable in 
increase iinay < time fo deCiease and some to increase, and Some to fluctua- 
and allowed ‘ tion 6f quantity, by: the effect of the atmosphere and Other 
undsr raguto .‘ natural causes, and -it may be necessary in some cas'Cs thht 
uons of treas- ., the.duties should riot bc charged upon the deficiency arising 
- ‘ from such cause.s Re eimcfed, .That it shall be , 

lawful for the said comriiissionerstof his Majesty’s treasury 
to make regulations . fOr aseeftainirig .the arnount of such dc- . 
crea.se 6r increase . of the quantity of every particular sort of 
goOdsj and to dif'ec'tin what proportion any abatement of duty 
payable under this act for deficiencies shall, upon the export- 
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dtion of any such goods, be made on account of . any such: 
decrease : Provided always,; That if such- goods be lodged in . 
warehouses declai'ed in the order of appoin|ment to be of^ 
special security, no duty .shall be charged for any amount No duty on 
whatever of deficiency of any of such goods on the exporta- oj 

tion thereof, except in cases Avhere suspicion shall arise tha;f wLV 

part of such goods has been clandestinely bbnveyed 3 ,way,'l>Guse of special 
lior shall any such goods (unless they be wine or spirits) be 
measured, counted, weighed, dr gauged, -for- exportation, • 
except in. such cases, of suspicion. f , . 

XL. Provided] always, and be. it further; enacted. That for Allowances for 
any wine. Spirits, coffee, cocoa nuts, or pepper, lodged in 
warehouses not being declared to be of special security, , the its,&c"in^ 
following allowances , for natural waste, in proportion to the not of 

time during which ariy, such goods shall have remained- in 

the warehouse,. shall be made updn the exportation thereof, 
according as such ; alldhtainces are hereinafter respectively 
set forth :(that is to say) : ■ , V 

Wine, upon every cask, mdeZicef;,- wine'.for any - . 

time not ej^ceeding one year , one gallon, 

, H for any time; exceeding one year', and ' . - / 

■ not exeeeding:two' years. , Awe g^^ 

• o - for. any time- exceeding two yehrs .-;. : .;. AhreegaU6ns. 

■Spirits, upon every hundred gallons, hydrometer 

proof, . for: apy time not ex-; ' ■ : . ■ 

. ceedingisix months.. . . one gallon. 

' f 'for any' time exceeding six , mdhths',.- and, ' ! 

not exceeding twelve months^ . . .■ . . two gallons,, 
for airy time exceeding twelve mbnths, , , 

, 'and not exceeding eighteen m'onths,,. three gallons.’ 

“ . for, any time exceeding eighteen months,’ - 
-. - and not exceeding two years ., four gallons, 

■ “ for any time excee,ding two years.,. .. . five gallons. 

Coffee, cocoa nuts, pepper, for . eveiy, one hun- ; 

. dred ' pounds, and so in proportion for .any less • , .. 

. ■ quantity , .’. ... . .'. . ........ . two pounds. 

XLL' .And:be itfufilier enacted. That in. case it shall at any in cases of em- 
tinie happen that any. embezzlement, waste, spoil, or, destruc- 
tion, shall be made df br in -any g(X)ds or merchandise, which misconduct of 
shall .' be warehoused iri warehouses 'under the authraity ’of 
this act,, by or through any -wilful 'misconduct of ariy officer |opd to the pro- 
or officers of customs or. excise, such, officer or officers shall prietor. 

. be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, upon, con- 
viction, suffer such punishment as’may be inflicted by la-wf . •; 

in cases, of misdemeanor;’ and; ',if such officer shall he so y 
prosecuted to.convictipn by the .impoiter, consignee,lGr pro- , 

.prietor of' the goods' dr •merehandis.e -so embezzled, wasted,- . . ■ 
spoiled, or destroyed, then, and in - such .caser .no duty of 
customs Or excise, shall be payable for, or. in .respect of such 
goods or mercharidise so embezzled, .wasted, spoiled; or - ‘ 
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Oh entry out- 
wards, bond for 
due shipping 
and landing 
shall be .given. 


Bond for beef 
or pork export- 
ed from ware- 
house. 


Beef and pork 
exported from 
warehouse, not 
to be used as 
stores. ■ 


destroyed, and no forfeiture or seizure shall take place of 
any goods and. merchandise so -warehoused in respect of any 
deficiency caused by such embezzlement,- waste, spoil, or 
, destruction, and the damage occasioned by such embezzle- 
ment, waste, spoil, or destruction of such goods or merchan- 
dise-, shall be repaid and hiade good to such importer, 
consignee, or proprietor, by the comrnissioners of customs or 
excise, under such orders, regulations, and directions as 
shall be for, that purpose rnade and given by the commis- 
sioners of his Majesty’s treasury, or any three of thenfi. 

'XLII. “ And whereas it is expedient to make regulations 
‘ for the exporting of. such goods 'to parts beyond’ the seas as 
‘ have been imported into, the United' Kingdom from parts 
‘ beyond the seas, and warehoused, without payment of any 
‘ duty on the importation thereof, or notwithstanding that the 
‘ same may be prohibited to be useddn the United Kingdom 
'Be it therefore ■ enaeted, That upon the entry outward of any 
goods to be exported from the warehouse, to parts beyond 
the seas, and before cocket .be granted, the person in whose 
name the same be entei'.ed shell give security, by bond, in 
double the value of such gpods, with one sufficient surety, 
that such goods shall be. duly shipped, And exported, and. 
shall be landed at the place, for which they be entered .out- 
ward, or otherwise accounted for, to' the satisfaction of tbe 
commissioners of his Majesty’s customs. , 

. XLIII. Provided always., and he it further enacted, That upon 
the entry outward of any saltM beef or salted pork, tdbe 
exported from the .■warehouse to parts beyond the seas, and 
before cocket be granted,.the person in whose naine the same 
be entered shall give security, by bond, in treble the value 
of the goods, with . two sufficient . sureties, of whom, the mas- 
ter of the exporting ship shall be.one,, that, such beef or pork 
shall be duly shipped and exported* and that no -part thereof 
shall be consumed on board, such 'ship, and that the same 
shall be landed at tire place for which it be entered outward, 
and that a certificate of such , laridihg shall, be produced 
within a reasonable time, according , to the voyage, to be 
.fixed by the commissioners of the customs, and mentioned 
in the bond,, such^ceitificate to be signed by the officers of 
the customs, or, outer British officer, if.! the goods be landed 
at a place in the RmwA-domihionsj Or by the consul, ' 

if the goods be landed at. a place not in the British dominions, 
or that such goods s'hallffi'e otheiwise accounted for to the 
satisfaction of the said commissioners, > And such master 
shall make and sign a declaration, that such beef or pork is 
to be laden on board such ship as merchandise, to be car- 
.I'ied to, and landed , at -parts beyond the seas, and not as 
stores for the said ship; and if, such ship shall not.have on 
board, at- the time of. cleai'ance outward, a reasonable supply 
ox stock of beef or poxk,.aecording. to tbe intended voyage. 
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borne upon the victualling- bill, the .master of such ship shall 
forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds. ' 

XLIV. And be it further enaded, That no good? shall be Restriction as 
.exported from th.e warehouse to the Isle <f Man, except such to the- Isle of 
.goods as may be imported into the .s.aid island with license 
of the cominissioners of hi? Majesty’s cu.storns., and in virtue 
of any such license first obtained. . ■ 

XLV. And be it further emcted. That all soods taken from A , 

■the .warehouse for removal, or ..-for exportation, shall be ved from ware- 

removed, or shall be- carried to be shipped, undei’ 'the. care, 

or with the authority or perniissipn of the proper officer of ga^eof officers. 

the customs, and in such manner, and by Such persons, and 

within such spaces of ’time; and by such rbads or ways, a.s 

the proper officer of the cu.stonis shall authorize, permit, or 

direct; and nil such goods not so removed or carried ' shah ■ 

be forfeited. ' ■ , ■ ■ . ' 

XLVI. belt further enacted, Thatit shallnot be lawful Ship for ex- 

for any' person to export. any: goods, so warehoused, to 
enter for exportation to parts beyond the seas any goods so 
warehoused, in any ship which shall rtpt-be of the burden of 
■ seventy, tons, or upw.afd. ■ . • . , 

. X.LVIL And be it further ewizcted, ■ That ..all goods or' nter- Goods landed 
chandise which' shall be landed iii docks, and lodged in the ‘^c'iaims*'^for 
custody of the proprietors of the said docks, under the pro-, freight, as be- 
visions of this acti not being goods seized as forfeited to his 'ending. 
Majesty, shall, when so landed, continue and be subject-or 
liable to such and the: same claim for freight in favor of the 
master and O'wner or owners of the respective ships or ves- 
sel's, or of any other person .or persons interested: in the freight 
of the same, frorn or out of which such goods or merchan- 
dise shall be so landed, as 'such goods, wares, or merchah- 
dise, respectively, were subject and liable to while the same 
were on board such ships or vessels, and before the landing ' . 
thereof; and the directors a;nd proprietors of any such docks, 
at Or in which any such goods' or merchandise may be landed 
and lodged as aforesaid, or their servants or a.gents, or any 
of . them, shall and may, arid they are hereby authorized, 
eihpowered, and required, upon due notice in that behalf 
given to them by such master or.rnasters, owner or owners, 
or other persons as aforesaid, to detain and keep such gOods 
and merchandise, not being seized as'forfeited to his Majesty, 
in the warehouses belonging, to the- said docks as aforesaid, 
until the respective freights to which the same shalb be sub- ■ 

ject and liable, as .aforesaid, shall be duly paid or satisfied, 
together- with the; rates and charges to w;hich. the same 'shall 
have been subject and liable, or until a deposite sha,ll have " . 
been, made by the owner Or owners, or consignee or- con- 
signees, of such goods or merchandise, equal in amount to 
the claims or demands made by the master,, owner or 
owners, of the respective ships or vessels, or other persons, 

✓ 
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as aforesaid, for or on account of freight upon such goods or 
' merchandise ; which depOsite the said directors dr proprie- 
tors' of such docks, or their agents, respectively, are hereby 
. authorized and directed lo receive and hold in trust, until 
the claim or demand for freight upon such goods shall have 
been' satisfied ; upon proof ■ of which, and demand made by 
the person or persons,, their executors, administrators, dr 
assigns,, by whom the said, deposite shall have been made, 
and the .rates jand charges due upon the said goods being 
. first paid, the said deposite shall be returned to him or them 
by tlie said directors or proprietors, or their agents on their 
behalf, with whom tile said deposite shall have been iiiade, 
as aforesaid. , ' - 

Act .may be XLVIIL. fe it furtliet- ETmcte'd, That this act niay be 
altered, varied, or repealed, by any act or acts to be passed 
in this present session of Parliament. 


iwt, of the pnncipal articles <f Foreign Merchandise remaining in - ware- 
house, under the locks of the . Crown,, in the ports of London, Liverpool, 
Bristol, and Hull, on or about the 5th, of January', XSZ2, and 1833, — 
(Papers published by the Bdard of Trade, vol. ii., p, 6.6.) ' 

ARTICLES. 

Alkanet root. Hides, - ' Piecfe goo'ds of Sugary ' 
Anriatto, ■ India rubber; India, silks. Sumac, , 

Ashes,' .Indigo, Piece goods of TaUovv, 

Barilla, ' Iron bar, . India, nankeens. Tea, black. 

Borax, ' Lac dye,- .- Pimento, “ 'green, . 

Bristles, . . Lead, Quicksilver, ' Tin, , 

Cassia hgnea, : Logwood, Raisins, Tobaccd, 

.Camphor,' . .Mace, . Rhubarb, ' Turpentine, . 

Cinnamon,. Madder, Rice, . ■ Tumeric, 

Cloves, Molasses, , ' Sago, Valphia, . 

Cochineal, . - Nicaragua wood, Stdtpetie, . Wine, Cape, 
Cocoa, Nutmegs, Sarsaparilla, . .. “ French, 

Coffee, 7 Oil, castor. Shellac, “ Madeira,. 

Currants, o olive,. • SUk, . “ Port, 

Figs, . “ palm, ■ Snialts, “ Rhenish, 

Fustic, Opiunr, ’ , Spirits, brandy, “ Spanish, 

Gall, Pepper, . '■ ' n “. Geneva, “ unrated, 

Ginger, Piece goods, of “. rum. Wool. ' - 

Hemp, India, calicoes, . Steel, Zinc. 

■■ ' ■ ' -■'■■V.-' V ' "A 


/ 
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'List of the Warehousing Ports of Great Britain, Sfc. . Certain i)orts only 

■ are warehousing -ports ; nor may all sorts of goods be warehoused in every 
warehousing pent,. We sulyoin a list of the warehousing ports in Great 
Britain and Ireland, and a specification of the goods that may he warehoused 
in each, classed in tables. {See last edition of .McCulloch's Dictionary of 

■ Commerce, yol. ii.,. page 715.) 

England. 

Arundel.— Goods in table C. . " 

Barnstable.— AH. goods except tobacco, East India goods, and goods in 
table F, other than sugar. 

Bideford. — Goods in table A, wine and spiiits in table B, and goods in 
table C. 

Bostow.— Wine and spirits in table B. 

Bridgewater. — -Wine and spirits^ in table B, and wood and tar in table 
. C, rum and tallow. 

Bridport. — Rum,, brandy, wine, hemp, iron in bars, timber, barilla, alum, 
taUbw, ashes, hides and skins, sugar, currants, and other fruit. 
Bristol. — East, India goods, and goods in tables A, B, C, D, E,, and F. 
Chepstow. — Timber, deals, hemp, linseed, sta,ves, tallow, and tar, 
Chester.— Bom in table A, and wine and spirits in table B. , 

Chichester.— yiood, pitch, tar, and iron in table C, and wood in table E. 
Colchester. — Rum in table A, and wine and spirits in table B. 

Cowes.- — Goods in tables A, B, and D, and timber. and deals in table C. 
Dartmouth. — Goods in tables A, B, C, and D, {except tobacco.) 

X>owr.— Goods in table B, (except tobacco,) and timber and wood in 
table C. 

Exeter.— AH goods except tobac.coj East India goods, and ^goods enu- 
merated in table F, other than'sugar. 

Falmouth.^Goods in table A, B, C, and D. ■ ' 

Gloucester: — Spirits in table A, wine and spirits in table B, tallow in 
\ table C, and barilla in table E;- sugar not East India, and, all 
other goods not East India produce, and not in table ,F. 

Goolei near Hull. — All articles, except .tobacco and snuff. 

■ Grimsby, near Hull,— Goods in tables A, B, C, D, and E-, (except tobacco.) 
Hull.— Lost India goods" and goods in tables A, B, C, .D, arid E. , 
Ipswich. — Wine and spirits in -tables A and B, and barilla; 

Lancaster. — Goods, iri tables A, B, C, and E._ ■ 

Liverpool. — East India goods, and gb.ods in tables A, B, C, P, E, and F. 
London. — .East India goods, and goods in tables A, B, C, D,'E, and F. 
t Lynn.— Bum in table A, wine and spirits in table B, and timber and 
Ik ‘ wood in table C. 

^^aldon. — Wood goods. 

Goods in tables C and D. 

^^ewcastle . — Goods in tables Ay B, C, D, and E. ■ 

WMbew Haven, — Rum in table A, wine and spirits in table B, and timber 
p and wood in table C. . , 

y Plymouth.- — Goods in tables. A, B, C.rD., and E. 

Poole. — ^^Goods in tables A, B, C, P, and E, (except tobacco.) 
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Portsmouth . — Goods in tables A, Bj -C, a;rid E, (except tobacco,). and 
• hides in table D. ' , 

Rochester.— Piira in table A, wine and spirits in table B, and .timber and 
wood goods in table C. 

jRj/e.— Wine in table B, wood in table C, and clover seed in table E- 
Shorehcm . — Wine and spirits in table B., and goods in table C. 
Southampon . — Spirits in table A, wine and spirits in table B, goods in 
tables C, D, and E, and East India goods removed for exportation' 
to Guernsey or Jersey. ^ ^ 

. Stockton .-. — Rum in table A, wine, and- spirits irt table B, timber and goods 
i in table C, clover seed and green fruit in table E, potashes,. sugar, 
coffee,.^ hides, &c. '' ■ ' • . 

Sunderland . — -Goods in tables A, B, C, D, and E, (except tobacco.) 
Swansey . — Goods in table C. 

Weymouth.— Rum in table A, wine and spirits in table B, 'Wood' in table 
C, almonds of all .sorts, barilla, clove.r seed, currants, figs, oil of' 
ohves, salad oil, prunes, raisins of all sorts, and licorice juice in 
table E. ' • . ■ : . - 

Whitlnj— Goods in tables C and D. ' . . 

Whitehaven — Goods in tables A,; B, C, arid E. , ■ , 

Wisbeach . — -Woods goods. 

Yarmouth . — Rum in table A, wine and spirits in table B', he'rnp and irb.rf 
in table C, and goods in table E. 

' ■ Scotland;- - 

Aberdeen . — East India and all other goods. \ 

■Borrowstoness . — Timber and wood in table C. 

Dumfries . — -Wine in table B. , . 

Dundee.— Vkine and spirits in tables A and B, iron, pitch, tar, timber, 
and ■ivood, in table C. , . .. 

Glasgow . — East India goods, and goods in tables A, B, C, D, and; E. 
Grangemouth. — Fustic, hemp, iron, logwood, mahogany, pitch, rosin, 
staves, tar, tallow,, tow, .turpentine, timber, and w^ood, in table 
C, and flax in table E. ■ ‘ 

Greeiwch.—Yusl India goods, and goods in. tables A, B, C, D, and E. 
Leith . — East India goods, and goods in tables A, B, C,.D, and E. , 
Montrose. — Wine, spirits, and sugar; and goods in tables G and D ; 
ashes, butter, cheese, coffee, feathers, hams, hidps, honey, spruce 
beer, seeds.-, vinegar, and yarn. . • 

Port Glasgow.— East India goods, and^gpods in tables A, B, C, and E. 

' ' IkelAnd. ' ; ' ■ ^ A 

Dublin, Belfast, and Cork .- — East India and ‘ all other goods; incTudiiM 
sugar in table F, and excepting the other articles- enumerated B 
that table. 

Goferame’.^AU goods- except East India goods , arid tobacco'. ^ 

Drogheda, Dundalk, Galway, Limerick, Londhoitderry, Newry, Sligo,, and^ 
Waterford : — All goods (except Ea^t Iridia :gOOds,,and.the articles 
enumerated in table' F, with the exception of sugar.)- ' 
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Wexford^- — Wine, sugar, hemp, iron, tallow, foreign spirits, and vinegar, 
V coffee, cocoa, rice, pepper, ginger, and pimento. 


Sugar,. t 

any place within the limits 

Pimento, 

Rum, 

Wine, 

Pimento, 

Rum, ■ ' 

Sugar, • ^ 


TABLE A. 

Annatto or rocou. Cocoa nuts. 

Cassia fistula. Coffee, 

not being the produce of, nor imported from, 
of the East India Company’s charter. 

Augustine bark. Indigo, 

Cotton wool. Mahogany, 

Ginger, Molasses, 

imported from the West Indies. , 

Cocoa nuts. Indigo, . 

Coffee, Mahogany, 

Cottonwool,. Molasses, 

Ginger, . . 

the growth and produce of, and imported direct from any of the terri- 
tories or dominions of the Crown of Portugal. 

TABLE B. 

Brandy, Rice, Tobacco 

Geneva, and ptherspirits, Shrub, Wine, 

not being the produce of, nor' imported from, any place within the limits 
of the East. India Company’s charter (spirits and wine excepted,) or 
not being imported from the West Indies.- 
Cocoa nuts,. Indigo; " Pimento, 

Coffee, ■ , Mahogany, Rum, ' 

Cottonwool, Molasses,- , Sugar, 

Ginger, _ . • . ■ ■ 

being the growth or produce of, and imported direct from i any of the 
territories or dominions of the Crown of Portugal. _ 

Spirits and wine, being the produce uf any place within the limits of 
the East India Company’s charter, and iniported otherwise than by said 
company. ' - ^ 


TABLE C, 


Brimstone, 
i Cork, 

bmp undressed, , 
in, in bars, or slit, or^ 
hammered into rods, 
and iron drawn dr 
hammered less than 
I of an inch square. 


Linseed,' ■; ■ ■ 

Mahogany, 

; Marble blocks^ 
Oil of turpentine. 
Pitch,- 

Rapeseed, ■ , 
Rosin, 


Staves, 

Tallow, 

Tar,' 

Timber, 

Tow, 

Turpentine, 

Wood, 

Zaffie, or cobault. 


not being the produce of, nor inported fro,m within the limits of the East 
India Company’s charter, nor imported from the West Indies. 
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TABLED. 


Blubber of British fish- 

of all • sorts, not 

Train oil, and allother 

ing, 

tanned, tawed , or in 

fish oil, 

Hides, ■ ’ 

any way dressed, 

Whale fills of British 

Indian deer sldns, half 

Oil of British fishing. 

fishing. 

dressed, or shaved, 
and skins'and furs. 

Oil of' spermaceti, or 
Head matter, ' 


not being the produce of,; nor imported froni within the limits of the E ast 
India Company’s charter, and not being iinpprted' from the; West 
Indies. ' 


TABLE E. 


Alkermes, 

Essence of British 

Molasses, ' 

Almonds, 

America spruce , im- 

Gil of almonds, - 

Anchovies, 

ported thence. 

. (( 

amber, ’ 

Angustura bark. 

Eu.phorbium) 

a 

anise seed. 

Anise seed. 

F ealhers for beds. 

(( ■ 

kay, ' : ■ : 

Annatto or rocou, 

'Figs,' . 

(( ; 

cajeputa, ' . 

Arrowroot, 

Flax, 

■ 

earraway, 

AsheS, 

German sausages j . ‘ 


. cassia, ■■ 

Balsam of all sorts. 

Ginger, 

(( 

castor, 

Barilla, 

Ginseng,.. 

(( 

cinnamon, ' 

Beads of amber and 

Granilla, 

U 

cloves,- 

coral. 

Gum-Arabic, 

U 

jessa.mine; ; 

Beeswax, , 

Guaiacum and Sen- 

U 

juniper,,.-: ■ 

Blackpr Dantzic beer, 

‘ ^egal. 

'a-' , 

, lavender, 

Bristles, rliidfessed. 

Hams, 

. 

linseed, . ■’ 

Buckwheat, 

Hai-p strings, • 

’ U . ' 

mace, . 

Cantharides, 

, Hones, , ■ 

(( ■ 

, maijoram,.. 

Carpets, Turkey, .. 

India rubber, : 

(( 

. nutmegs, . \ ■ 

Cassia fistula, 

Indigo, 

(( 

olives,, 

Catlengs orlutestrings. 

Isinglass,. . ' 

. u . 

oranges, . , . 

Cheese, 

Jalap, 


palm. 

Chip hats,. 

Jesuit’s baik. 

tc . 

pine, . 

Citrate of lirne, 

■ Jet, ■ 

.cc ' 

■ rock. 

> Citron in salt and 

'Juice of lemons, limesi 

. (( ^ 

.' rosemary. ' 

water. 

and oranges. 

(( 

rosewood. 

Clover seed. 

Juniperberries, ‘ 

(( 

salad. 

Cochineal; and cochi- 

Lampblack, 

C( 

sassafras. 

neal dust, 

Linen, . plain (except 

■ C( 

spike, ■ ' 

Cocoa nuts. 

sail cloth,) 

Oil of thyme. 

Coffee, 

>, Linseed cakes, . 

(C 

turpentine . an^ 

Copal, 

Licorice powder. 


' walhut, ■ ■ . W 

Cotton wool and cot- 

Maccaroni, 

Oils, 

chemical and pea 

ton yarn. 

' Madder, giound, ' 

fumed; not otherwisl 

Currants, 

Mahogany, 

enumerated, 1 

Elephant’s teeth. 

Manna,. 

Opium, 

Essence of, bergainpt! 

Mereuiy, 

Orange ’ flower water 

arid of lemon, . 

Mohair yam,'. 

' • ointment, . . ‘ 
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Ottar of roses, Rhinehurst, ' Silk, raw, thrown or 

Pearl barley. Rhubarb, waste. 

Pictures, Rum,', Smalts, 

Pigsi chops and faces, Saccharum Saturn, . Straw hats. 

Pimento,. . Saffron, Succus liquoritioe,. 

Pitch, Burgundy, , Sal ammoniacus, Sugar, . 

Plaiting of Straw" or chip, . gem, . ■ Tapioca, 

Pots, melting, . limonum or aceto- Tair, Barbadoes, 

Prunes, ' ■ ' sella, Torhsal, ' 

Quicksilver, ' prunella, ’ • Toys, 

Radix serpentario, succini,; Verdigiis,. 

Rags, . Saphora, - . _ . Vermicelli, 

Raisins of all sortsi Sarsaparilla, ■ Vermilion, 

Rape calms, ' Senna,- . Vanelloes,,and all other" 

goods manufactured, not bging the produce of, nor imported from within 
the East India Company’s charter, and not being imported from the 
West Indies. ' ■ 

' ■ . ■ . / TABLE 'P. ' 

Agates, rough and pol- Cloves imported un-, Hair powder, 

ished, der license. Hats and bonnets of 

Almond paste. Clocks, all sorts. 

Aloes,' Cochineal, Inkle, wrought, 

Ambra liquida, Cocculos Indicus, Jalaps, 

Ambergris,' Coloquintida, , , Jet, . 

■’Palsams of all sorts, „ Columba'root,- ■ ' Jewels : emeralds, ru- 

Beads of all kinds, .Coral of aU sorts, bies, arid all other 

Beer, Benjamin, Corks, ready made, .< precious stones, ex- 

Bqttles,. ' . Cuttle shells, , cept diamoridsl 

Bugles of all kinds, -■Pice, . ' Lace of all kinds. 

Cambric, Eau de Cologne, Lapis laguli, 

Camphor, ■ Enamel, . Mace imported by li- 

Candles, , , . Essences of all sorts, 'cense, 

Cantharides, Extracts of all sorts. Manna,. 

Cardamoms,' • Feathers, ostrich and Mercmy, ' 

Cards, others not other- 'Metheglin, 

.'Carmine, wise . enumerated, ■ Morels, 

Cassia buds, . lignea dressed' or undress- Musical boxes, 

fistula, ■ . ed,. ' '' .Musk, 

Castor, ■ ' Flowers, artificial. Myrrh, 

Chinaware and pome- Garnets, ' > . Nux vomica, 

L lain. Gauze of all kinds, • Nutmegs imported by 

■Crystals, ' Ginger,, preserved,- license, 

Kider, - . ■ . Glass of aU kinds, ' Opiuiti, 

Kinnamon imported Grain.s of paradise mid Orrnqlu, 

* under hcense,. . • of ^inea,'* ' y' .Ottar of roses. 

Citron water, ' Gum opoporiax. Paper, 

Civet, Hair, human, • . 'Periy, 

. ' . VoLi IV.— ’34. 
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Plate, Rhubai'b, . . Threads of all lands. 

Pearls, Sa,ffi'bn, Tobacco,- 

Pictures, Sal limonum’ and sue- Tortoise shell, ■ 

Platina, cini, • Treacle .of Veriiee, 

Plating of all sorts, Scammony, • . Truffles Turbith, 

Powder of bronze or Silk, raw and -organ- Vanelloes, • ' 

. brass, zined, Vellum,- 

Powder, not otherwise Snuff, , Verdigris, 

enumerated, which Spikenard, Vinegar, • 

will serve for the Stones, bezoar, ' Watches- of all soits, ' 

same use as starch. Soap, ■ Watch-glasses, - • 

Quicksilver, Stai’ch, Waters, mineral and 

. Radise ipecacua nha or Stofax of all kinds, strong, of all sorts, 

rliatanios, Succades, , ' Wires, 

Resina jalupse. Sugar, - • .Yarn, rnohair; 

And also all goods and merchandise, of every description, which) und< 
the provisions of the warehousing act, may be iniported for the purpof 
of exportation only ; all which goods may be deposited only in wart 
houses enclosed by and surrounded with walls,' or in other warehouse 
or in places of special security, especially to be approved by the. Con 
missioners of the . Treasury. 


[Circular;] • ' 

Treasury Department, WowriSer 24, 1842.;' 
Si.r; Assit is contemplated by. the Departhierit to bring, before. Coi 
gress, at its . next session, the' subject of -a general warehouse s'ysteh 
with. a view to the better accommodation of the import business of th 
United States, it is desirable to obtain information upon the, followin 
points, among others, and to receive .such, suggestions in relation -to th 
policy and practicability of the system as. your experience may enabl 
you to furnish : 

First. Is it likely that safe and commodious- warehouses can be pre 
cured without the expenditure of money_ by the Government in the: 
erection ? ■ , ' . . , . ■ 

Second. Supposing that commodious warehouses can be procured o 
lease by the Government, would, the expense be ’ reinibursed - by th 
amount of storage received ; and- if not, isit likely that the deficiency in th 
smaller ports would be made up by.the excess, of receipts, for storage in th 
larger ports : in. other words, assuming that, the privilege of 'warehousiri 
shall be universal, will it support itself without burdening the revenuj 
■Third. What nuipber of additional officers, if any, would be ‘necS 
sary for conducting a w.arehouse system with entire safety to the Gove* 
inent, affording at the same tinje reasonable facilities to 'importers-? , * 
replying to this question,' you are desired to advert to the peculiar dutie 
of officers attached to this service, 

Fourth. What would be the effect of this - Systern upon the trade c 
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the larger and smaller ports? Would it change or unsettle the relative 
advantages enjoined by them under the existing system ? 

Fifth. Is it expedient to limit the period of deposite, say to one year, 
the time within which exportation for drawback was allowed under our 
early laws, or should the period be indefinite ? 

Sixth. What will be the effect of the system upon the revenue accru- 
ing at the port of in the year next following its adoption? 

Seventh. You are requested to communicate your views of the system 
generally, in connection with that of cash duties ; your reasons, if any, 
that may favor its adoption, and your opinion as to the disadvantages 
that may attend it. 

Your answer is requested at the earliest day practicable. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. FORWARD, Secretary of the Treamry. 


Collector’s Office, 

District of Portland and Falmouth, 

Portland, December 8, 1842. 

Sir : I respectfully beg leave to submit the following answers to ques- 
tions proposed in your circular of the 24th ultimo, which I had the honor 
of receiving on the 1st instant. 

First. Commodious frame buildings, suitable for warehouses, could 
be procured on lease at this port. They are built on wharves, at which 
vessels of any burden can conveniently lie and discharge their cargoes, 
and are of sufficient capacity to contain all the merchandise that would 
be imported into this district in any one year. 

Second. The amount of storage received would unquestionably reim- 
burse the expense of rent and other incidental charges. These buildings 
are generally of three stories, capable of storing on the ground floor from 
one hundred to one hundred and twenty hogsheads of molasses, (the 
chief article of import here,) and could be leased at fi’om $40 to $50 
per annum. The second and third stories might be used for the storage 
of coffee and other light articles. 

Third. Two additional officers might be necessaiy at this port, viz : a 
warehouse-keeper and an assistant, who, with one of the inspectors of 
the customs, and other officers in the service of the revenue, could per- 
form with facility the duties required of them. The compensation of 
both need not exceed $1,500. 

Some of the appropriate duties of these officers — indeed the princi- 
pal — would be a general superintendence of the warehouses and mer- 
chandise deposited, the direction in storing and delivering the same, 
taking an account of all articles committed to their charge, and opening 
the warehouses when called on to show the goods, and procure sam- 
ples. 

It may not be amiss to state, in this connection, that, under the pro- 
posed system, the duties of the weighers, gaugers, and measurers at this 
port would be less onerous, and be likely to be performed with more 
accuracy. 
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The principal articles of import into this district arrive periodically 
and in large quantities, at about the same time, but are disposed of at 
all seasons of the year ; and if gauged, weighed, and measured when 
delivered, the annual labors of these officers would not be crowded into 
so small a space of time as at present, and they would be enabled, with- 
out foregoing any of their privileges, to render essential service to the 
warehouse-keepers. 

Fourth. The effect of this system would be, it is believed, to increase, 
or at least to restore, the trade of this and the other ports in this State, 
which is sensibly diminishing under the operation of cash duties. From 
the occurrences that have come under my own observation, it would 
seem as if the import business must, in a short time, be confined to 
merchants of large capital, to the exclusion of those of limited means. 

Fifth. It is believed by some of our merchants, whose opinions I 
respect, that their own and the public interest require that they should 
be allowed two years, or at least eighteen mmiths, to clear their goods after- 
having been warehoused. I have Ireard no good reason, and none has 
occurred to me, for recommending that the limit of deposite be extended 
beyond one year. The articles which form the bulk of importations into 
this district are of comparative little value, and are principally consumed 
at home. The quantity reexported is inconsiderable. At the larger 
ports, where the more valuable articles are imported, a longer time may 
be necessary. 

Sixth. Should the system be adopted, to take effect from and after the 
4th of March next, it would, in my opinion, increase the aggregate of 
revenue for the year next ensuing, though less would probably be 
received the first half of the year than under the present system. The 
difference, however, would be small, as there is a constant demand for 
the principal articles of import into this district — molasses and salt. The 
crop of the former article reaches a market from the month of January 
to June — a larger portion of which is imported here during that period. 
Large quantities — sometimes fifteen thousand hogsheads, or more than 
half the imports for the year — accumulate at this port in the month of 
June. This quantity gradually diminishes for consumption and export, 
and rarely is any portion of it left in store when the new crop comes to 
market in the following January. 

The case is much the same with salt. Our freighting ships return 
early in autumn from Europe with cargoes of salt, which is used late in 
that season and the following winter for packing provisions, and in the 
spring and summer for curing fish and for other purposes ; consequently , 
neidier of these articles would be long in public store. 

The average quantity of molasses in the hands of the importers through 
the year, is about seven thousand hogsheads, or one fourth of the import. 

Seventh. Most of the merchants in this and the other ports of the State 
either own or lease stores. The arrangement, therefore, that would be 
most convenient and satisfactory to them, and at the same time afford 
reasonable security to the revenue, without subjecting it to any charge 
for storage, would be to allow them to provide warehouses for the depo- 
site of their importations, to be under the control of the storekeepers an< 
officers of the customs while used for Government purposes, and secure( 
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with their locks, so that no fraud could be committed without their 
knowledge or privity. 

Should it be objected that these buildings are not fire-proof, and are 
therefore unsuitable for warehouses, I would reply that they are at 
present, and ever have been since their erection, used by the merchants 
of this place as depositories of their importations. Besides, the risk of 
loss by fire need not be with Government, as the importers might be 
required to keep them and their contents insured. 

The custom-house buildings are fire-proof, and capable of holding all, 
or the principal part of the more valuable articles of import that would 
be introduced into this district. 

I beg leave to add, that the memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 
the city of New York expresses the views of the merchants of this place, 
in relation to the establishment of the warehouse system, in which I fully 
concur. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

NATHAN CUMMINGS, Collecm. 

Hon. Walter Forward, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


Custom-House, Newburyport, December 8, 1843. 

Sir : The circular of November 24th not having been mailed on that 
day did not an-ive here until a short time since. 

I take the earliest opportunity to answer the inquiries contained in it 
as follows: 

First, Is it likely that safe and commodious warehouses can be pro- 
cured without the expenditure of money by the Government in their 
erection ? 

Answer. Of late years there have been, at all times, in Newburyport, 
a large number of safe and commodious warehouses to be hired at a 
reasonable rate. 

Second. Supposing that commodious warehouses can be procured on 
lease by the Government, would the expense be reimbursed by the 
amount of storage received ; and if not, is it likely that the deficiency in 
the smaller ports would be made up by the excess of the receipts for 
storage in the larger ports; in other words, assuming that the privilege 
of warehousing shall be universal, will it support itself without burden- 
ing the revenue ? 

Answer. No doubt can be entertained that any expense of storage 
would be reimbursed to the Government; as many of those persons 
engaged in ti'ade here are also owners of more stores than they usually 
occupy, it is supposed that they would store their goods in their own 
warehouses, giving to the Government a lease for the time, and of course 
giving the key to a public storekeeper. As to the last clause of this 
question, it cannot be doubted that the warehousing system would sup- 
port itself without burdening the revenue. Certainly, after a year or 
two’s experience, if any loss should arise, an average rate of storage 
might be fixed which would cover such loss ; or instructions might be 
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issued to the revenue officers .of the different ports which should give 
them a discretion as to the rates of storage, with a view to have the rates 
averaged at each particular port, so as to cover the expenses of storage 
at such ports, it being obvious that no general rate can be prescribed by 
law which would be equal at all places. In New-buryport, however,- it 
is presumed that there could be no difficulty, because stores could always 
be hired for such time as they might be wanted and , no longer, the 
importer paying the rent. - ' 

Third. What number of additional officers, if any, would be necessary 
for conducting a warehouse system with entire safety . to the Govern- 
ment, affording at the same time reasonable facilities to importers? In 
reply to this question, you are desired to advert to the peculiar duties of 
officers attached to the service. ■ . , . • 

Answer. Unless the business of the port should greatly increasfe, one 
officer would be sufficient to keep the public stores. ‘ 

Fourth. What would be the effect of this system upon the -trade of the 
larger and smaller ports ? would it change or unsettle the relative advan- 
tages enjoycid by them under the existing system?^ 

Answer. It is not believed that any material change in the course of 
trade would be occasioned by introducing the warehousing system. 
Perhaps it would not be safe to say beforehand that there would be abso- 
lutely no change whatever by the introduction of a new system ; but it 
is presumed that such a change would be trifling, and that the relative 
advantages enjoyed by the larger and sinaller ports would be nearly the 
same as at present. ' 

If any changes were produced it would probably be for the benefit of 
the smaller ports, because, other things being equal, storage is generally 
cheaper at such ports; still, .while for this, reason it' inight benefit the 
smaller ports, it would not materially iiijure the larger ones, because the 
only contingency in which, the trade of the large ports would overflow 
‘into the smaller ones would be when the large ones should be full of 
importations : ■ in such cases the, excess would be entered ahd stored in 
the smaller ports. ■ , ' 

Fifth. As it expedient to limit the period of deposite, say to one year, 
the time within which exportation for drawback was'allowed under our- 
early laws, or should the' period be indefinite? .. ■ ' . 

Answer. The object of 'adppting the warehousing - s^cstern being to 
enable the merchant to import his goods and sell them so as to meet the 
payment of the duties with the proceeds of ,his: sales,, the proper- limit 
should be the ordinary term of credit among merchants;., It'is befieyed 
that this term does not exceed in general six months. , If it does exceed 
that term, it is an important question for consideration -\yith the Govern- 
ment, whether it would not be- for the general interest bf the country 
that the term of credit among business men should be abridged, and 
whether limiting the credit extended by the Government for duties would . 
not be the means of introducing a more salutary system of doing busi- 
ness. ' , • : ■ . b . . ■ 

Sixth. What will be the effect of the system upon the revenue accruing 
at the port of Newburyportdnrthe year next fpllowing its adoption? 
Answer, [t is beheved that the inti'oduction of a warehousing system 
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would increase the revenue accruing at this, port in the year next, follo,w- 
ihg its adoption. ' ■ ■ • . ■ 

Seventh. Yon are requested to communicate your views of the system 
generally, in connection, with that of cash ’duties.: your reasons, if any, 
that may favor its adoption, and your opinion as to the disadvantages 
that may attend it. 

Answer . ' The a.nswers to the above interrogatories embrace nearly, all 
that could be said on the subject,' without going into an elaborate discus- 
sion of the 'whole subject of revenue. ; 

One suggestion, however, I 'feeb called upon tp make, which is, that it 
appears ,tp me the object of the Government should - be to aid, by all 
reasonable means which come, fairly within the scope of its powers^ the 
Dusiness and trade of the country, and particularly in the collection of 
:he revenue', which. is in point of fact but another mode of taxation, to 
levy and collect that tax in the manner least onerous to all who have 
any portion of .such tax to pay. Np’w, although the consumer pays this 
;ax, yet it i principally by-the importer: he should, therefore, bc 
relieved’ as much as possible in the rnode of collection, and have as long 
a. term of ’credit’ as it may be convenient for the Governmenf to. give, 
and this will usually be just a Ipng a terrn as it will eventually be for 
:he benefit of the importer to receive. That, is to say, too long a term 
af credit, while it would be inconvenient foiiithe Govermbent, would also 
be ihjurio.us to the’ merchant himself, and that term of credit will be best- 
fo'iqajll concerned, which conforms, most nearly to the general Wants qf 
the -business people of the co,u,ntry.- As ..Stated above, it is believed that 
the term .would be a,bout six months. • . 

■ 'Some term of credit is also needed, by the merchants and importers 
af small capital, upon Whom it Would be'a great hardship to impose the 
payment ..absolutely of cash duties. Many such 'w;,quld be driven en- 
tirely- out of business, leaving a monopoly of foreign trade in the hands 
of large capitalists, who ’would eventually, being able to hold their goods 
for a large price, control all business, and’ probably increase the price of 
aU foreign commodities to the consumers. 

It is believed, finally, that the best and most salutary system, which 
could be adopted for the collection .of the revenue, would be one-half 
sixty-days credit, the. residue six months, with the option to the importer 
of paying all cash,, dr. Warehousing for the sixty days or six months. , 

- - With gi’e’at diffidence these views are respectfully submitted, by your 
obedient se.rvant, ■ . ■ 'r. KINSMAN, 

Hon; Waltee FoKWARn, ' ■ ■: 

Secretary of the Treasury y Washington. . 


. ' Gollector’s OFFiCE, SAnEM, HecmJer 2, 1842. 

Sir: In answer . to your circular of the. 24th -instant respecting the 
subject of a general 'warehousing system,. - with a 'yie.’w to the better 
accommodation of the import buriness p.f -the United States, such sug- 
gestions. as are in my power to offer, or my experience may enable me 
to.funiish, areri’,espeCtfully presented. . ' ' ' 
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Answer to ])oint first. .There are sufficient warehouses to be procured 
in this district- without the expenditure o£ money by the Government. 
A public store is attached to this customhouse capable of receiving large 
quantities of goods. There are, also, many capacious warehouses 
empty a great portion of the year, which would readily be put in order 
by the owners for this pui^pose. 

Answer to 'point second, i have no heisitation in expressing my firm 
behef, that the receipts for , the storage of goods would amply repay the 
expense, in this district ; and I cannot but believe', as fer as my knowl- 
edge extends, such' would be the case in till other districts. 

Answer to pomt third. A storekeeper would be ail the additional officer 
wanted in this district, pfovided a law should be. made requiring the 
weighers and gaugers to be also, deliverers of good^,. &c., under the super- 
vision of the • collector and storekeeper. The duty of this class of 
officers would call them to weigh and g.auge articles paying specific 
’ duties; they might, also, be constituted deliverers of articles paying ad 
valoi'em duties. I am. premising that, in case the w.arehousing system 
goes into effect, the goods or. ihercliandise will be -put into the public 
stoi'es as landed ; when delivered to the Consunaer to be weighed, See., 
and the duty then paid oh their ■weight., contents, or ■value. The duty of 
the storekeeper would be to keep an exact account of aJl merchandise 
placed in the public stores, with the marks, numbers, &'c., of the pack- 
ages, and to attend to the ' delivery, &c., of the same. ' The weighers 
and gaugers Jemg- yZejeed under his supervision, might be .delivering 
several . parcels, at the same time, making their returns to the storekeeper, 
and the latter officer making his returns to the collector. .In a district 
. like this all this duty might be done by these officers, witho.ut overbur- 
dening them 'with labor... ... . .‘ 

Ansiver. to point fourth. The. effeet of this systein would be equally 
advantageous, to. the small as >vell as the large, ports, and, in. my opin- 
ion, would rather help the small; ports in their amount of bu.siness. Gon- 
siderable amounts of : merchandise which are now frequently ordered 
and shipped from Europe to Lidia, Africa, and .South 'America, would be 
ordered home, thus' gmng the advantage of the freight and labor, f 
. Answer to point fifth. It would certainly appear to be the object of -the 
importer to rnalre sales of his raerchandi'se at the earliest period possible, 
in order , to lessen the expenses of interest and storage which Would 'be 
, daily accumulating; and no objections , appear against an indefinite 
period, excepting, perhaps, the length of time which might otherwise be 
taken in closing an importation. , ■ . 

Answer to point sixth. 1 dp riot think there woulcl ■ be any' essential dif- 
ference- in the amount of revenue to be received, the next year ; and if 
any, it would, in my opinion, be in favor of the warehousing system, as 
more imports ;would probably, be. ordered under, it than if cash was 
demanded on entry.' ' ■ . , ; 

My opinions,are very much in favor of the warehouse system as con- 
ducted in Europe^ As pur reveriue laws novy -stand, the payfnent pf the 
money on entry bears pecuHarly hard, bn the -merchant. And, as, of 
comse, all thd revenue 16 be raised fforri .mpo.9ts rriust be, upon those only 
which are consumed' in this cou'nt‘i:y, this pla.n appears to -my miiid the 

Digitized for FRASER . . , . . ■ 

http://fraser.stiouisfed.org/ ... - 

Federai Reserve Bank of St. Louis ' 



1842.] SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 537 

simplest, safest, and most practicable. One of many arguments I could 
urge in its favor is, that most of the cargoes of our ships from the 
East Indies, particularly from the ports of Batavia and the Coast of Sum- 
atra, which, under past laws, have been ordered to the ports of Europe 
to be stored, would, under the proposed law, be ordered home, giving to 
us the advantage of the labor, storage, and outfits of the vessels, even if 
the cargoes were eventually, shipped to Europe. We should also be 
making, a deposite of foreign merchandise, thereby enabling our mer- 
chants to furnish cargoes for their vessels from our own ports suitable 
for distant rharke'ts. . . 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. -MILLER, Collector. 

Hon. Walter Forward, 

Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 


. ' • Boston, December 7, 1842. 

Dear Sir:, Your circular of the 24th ultimo, embracing sundiy in- 
quiries on the subjeqt of the adoption of a warehouse system, has been 
put into my hands,, and, as it relates to a matter which I have long 
thought of great importance to the commerce of our countiy, and mo're 
particularly so, since the adoption of the cash system of duties, though, 
my opinions are not'specially asked, I venture to volunteer a few sugges- 
tions, in the conviction that if they dp no good! they can do no harm. 

Of your ‘^frstt” So , far as this and the neighboring ports are concerned', 
there can be* no doubt. .. Abundance of acconimodation can be had, 
without necessarily subjecting the Government to any expense. • 

Of your second;"- If it is conternplated to hire a sufBcieilcy of ware- 
houses ouUight, there would be somp hazard,” at a low rate of storage 
for the first year, of a deficiency of receipts to meet the expense. Should 
such be the result, it would aiise from the difficulty, in the outset, of 
establishing the amount of accommodation that would be wanted. 

After a little' experience no such hazard would be incurred ; and should 
the hiring outright of the stores be' determined on, as the Government 
has. full power in the! matter, such a tai'iff of storage might be adopted 
as would be sure to amply cover all expenses. • Should this be objected 
to on the ground of excessive rates, it would be easy to provide that the 
rates should be.contingent upon the.average result of the actual expenses 
for a certain period, say, six months of a year. I think, there need be 
no deficiency “in the smaller ports,”- and.that if the system be universal, 
it may be made to supportitself, and, too, without burdening the revenue 
or oppressing the merchant. 

Of your “tAfrd;” It would be impossible, for me to offer an intelligent 
opinion as to the increase of the necessary officers throughout the whole 
country, for I am , without such statistics . as are indispensable to the 
making of an accurate, estimate. For this port affinP, 1 should have no 
doubt that it would be necessaiy to increase the officers, at least to the 
number of tenor twelve persons, exclusive of laborers, to, handle the 
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goods, should such a feature constitute a part of the system. But on 
this point I will enlarge when ! come- to set forth, as I propose to do, 
my views of the best course to be adopted to accomplish the object in 
view. : : . . ' ■ 

Of your ‘‘fourth:'^ I am unable to perceive that the adoption of the 
system would operate; injuriously to the smaller ports, or that it would 
disturb or interfere with their relative advantages under' the present 
system. ' . 

Of your '•'•fifth:'"' I think it hy all means expedienfto limit the'peribds 
of deposite, but I do not think “one year” long enough. .1 would have 
the limit positive, not contingent upon the will of the Department on / 
solicitation for extension in particular cases. .1 In this way much ti'Ouble 
and vexation would be avoided, .without operating hardly Or injuriously 
upon the importers, besides enabling the Government more accurately 
to estimate the coming resources. > • ■ ’ 

Of your "sixth:" It is impossible minutely to foresee the effect of the 
system upon the revenue for the first year, but it cannot fail of materially 
^ lessening it, and particularly during the first quarters of .the year follow- 
ing its adoption. , A. fair conjecture is that it would reduce the receipts 
twenty to twenty-five per cent, the first year, and not iinprobably very 
much more than that the first two quarters of it. The result would be. 
liable to influences other than the novelty of the scheme, such as the- 
state of the times, the money market, the, value of our great staple articles 
of export, andj in short, the prosperity or depression of .all, the great ' 
interests of the country. • 

'Of your “ seventh :" In answer to your general inquiries' under this Ire.ad, 

I have no hesitation in offering it as my opinion that the contempHted 
measure is of vital importance to the.cpmmerce and to the revenue of 
the country, and that vyithout its adoption, if . the cash system of duties 
is continued, not only will ruin befall our merchants, but the re v-etiue 
will be so diminished as- inevitably to force a resort to. large.loans ,pr-to. 
burdensome and heavy direct taxation. 

I am aware that the poHcy of cash duties finds much favor with the 
mass of the people, but at the same time, situated as was the. busii^sss'^ 
of the country at the period of its adoption, and estimating its probable 
operation, I am forced to belieye it. one of the most impolitic and suicidal 
measures, ever adopted by any Government. Any one of common im 
I .telligence acquainted with the history pf the tariff of this country, the 
circumstances under , which the first was a.dopted,. and the continuance 
of the sanie-Or a similar policy in sail the subsequent- enactments,' arid 
■ who has witnessed their beneficent operation, with hardly an. exception,- 
for a. long period of years, must, I think, be led to -doubt the wisdom of 
thus suddenly, and-,without preparatipn prwarning, reversing that poHcy 
. which had stood the test of so long and cpnclusiye : an experience. For 
myself, I hesitate not to declare,, unqualifiedly , that there has never been 
• presented to my mind a single ’plausMe, arid 'inuch less a argument, 
in support of the measure,. '. More than, this, if we trace the old system' 
from its firs.t iriception down to the .present' yeai', both in its dire'ct and 
incidental operation, we cannot fail of arriving at the. conclusion, that the 
wisdom of pur fathers,..wh6 origiriaXed the- system, has never, in a similar 
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measure, been surpassed by any. nation , or goyernment on earth. I 
have neither the leisure nor inclination to attempt to set forth all the evils 
to be' expected from the adoption of the new policy ; but I ‘think it will 
be found on trial, even if a good warehouse system should be adopted, 
it will be necessary to go back to tire liberal system of creditSj under 
which the country for so long a period was so eminently prosperous. I 
forbear further re'mark, too, because I know it is hot in contemplation at 
present to attempt a retui-n to a sounder and better policy. 

In remarking upon your third inquiry, I propose to set forth my views 
of the most expeditious scheme to. cany out the. object of warehousing. 
Looking to the best economy, if the systeni, as is probable, is destined to 
be made permanent,- there can be no doubt it worild be wise for the Gov- 
ernrnent to provide all the necessary accommodations; for it is obvious, 
at a glance at the subject, that much labor and expense would be saved 
if a sufficiency' of stores, on a large scale, were to be constructed with 
. special reference to the object. If resort is had to hiring,, or using such 
structures as already exist in most if not all of our ports, goods must be 
diffirsed in limited parcels in a vast number of stores, widely scattered, 
thus demanding a vastly gr eater arnount of labor, and of course greatly 
increasing the expense. But I take it. for granted that, in the present 
condition of the finances of the Government, it is not contemplated to 
make a. liberal outlay, ov even to commence building stores;, but if the 
measure is adopted at all, it will , be on- the ground, to a considerable 
extent, that it can be done at little or moderate expense. 

I have said that sufficient acconimodations already exist to commence 
■the system, j hane no doubt of it. F rom the tenor of one of your inquiries, 
I perceive that you think it may be necessary for the Government to hire 
a sufficiency of stores. . This, I think, -would be bad policy, and open a 
'wide. door to favoritism and corruption; and .besides, I see no necessity 
for it. The best plan would be tb require of the merchants that they 
.procure their' places of storage, under the control and direction of the 
■ proper officers of the Government, to settle and pay their own storage, 
and ’to assume, under direction, the putting in store and the delivery of 
the goods, so that nothing more should devolve on the Government than 
the control and custody - of the goods, until exported or entered for con- 
sumption. I can conceive of no substantial objection to tliis simple- course, 
and sure I am it would close the door against many facilities to frauds, 
to which- all other plan A I have pondered Would he liable. "Would 
the merchants complain? Not. at all; for they aie .not insensible to the 
fact that they can superintend and cany on the business of storing and 
delivering their goods rnore' economically than it would be done, by the 
Government; ^and besides, it -would not fail to please them to- be allowed 
to have a voice in selecting depositories for their goods, ' . ' 

In the smaller ports,, where the buhness is. limited, the duty of super- 
intending the storage might, I ffiould think, be devolved upon the present 
officers. In the large ports, where the husiness is extensive, it strikes me 
that' it would be. best to conduct the business,- as it were, in a separate 
department, ma,king those bn whom it may. be devolved properly respon- 
sible tb the head'of each custo'fn-hous'e, and perhaps, in some particular's, 
tb the Treasury Department. In order to . this, there should be a 
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chief or head storemastcr in each port, who should be responsible fof. all 
the business in his department. It would be well, too, that he should 
have a voice in the selection and appointment of his subordinates. 

The head storemaster ought to be paid a salary equal at least to that of 
the surveyors. Or the naval officers, for their responsibilities would be at 
least as great, and the. labor fai' greater. 

Of the subordinates, including one or more clerks, good a.nd trusty 
men, capable, under direction, of performing their duties, should, be paid 
as much as the excise men are now paid. It may be found that the 
required duties can be devolved on the present officers, but I m.ust doubt 
if it would be a' sound economy so, to arrange the rnatter: for,, as I have 
before hintedi^it seems to me .there is a strong necessity for throwing 
the business into a distinct department, in order to insure' that vigilance 
and watchfulness which are necessary to. exclude, to the greatest extent, 
the chances for fraud and collusion. ' 

The plan I have suggested, or one substantially like it, I think, would 
answer eveiy purpose desired, would be efficient, and reasonably econ- 
omical to meet the expenses, and exact of the impoiters such moderate 
additional fees as will accomplish the object.' • 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

HENRY WILLIAMS. 

P, S. I may make further suggestions, and offer some remarks' upon 
the schenies of others,, and set forth^.more in detail, what I deem the 
necessary provisiohsf , , , ' ' 


Collector’s Office, .Boston, J)ecm6er 8, 1842. , ' . 
Sir : Your circular of the 24th November, propounding certain queries ' 

: in reference to the subject of a general warehouse system, has been duly , 
considered, and I have the honor to state in reply thereto 

1st. That information has been received by me,, from some, of the oldest 
and most experienced merchants, of this city, tending, to. confirm any bwn 
opinmn, that safe and commodious warehouses can be procured, in the 
best localities, for the accommodation of the import business, without the 
expenditure of money by the. Government in their erection'. , 

2d. That warehouses of the first class, f 7 e- 2 ?roof, and well secured, can 
be obtained of individuals, or of any of the numerous wharf corporations', 
in this port, at such terms, on lease, -that the whole' expense -would be 
reimbursed by the amount of stora,ge received. 

As . a general rule, when the warehouses ette fully occupied, the income 
is deemed equivalent to the disbursements for, rent, labor, night-watch., 
and such other expenses , as ordinarily accrue for the protection of the 
, merchandise stored, at the common rates of storage here estabUsh'ed by 
fixe'd regulations. ' . . ' 

Should, the privilege of wa,rehousing be extended to every description 
of merchandise subject to duty, my conviction is, that it will support 
itself, without burdening the revenue. 1 have made somewhat extensive 
inquii'y, too, as to the effect pf the proposed system, upon the smaller 
ports of entry ; and from the information obtained, 'it appears that the 
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comparative effect in the larger and smaller ports, would be very trifling. 
In the ports eastward of Boston, the import trade is principally confined 
to the staple productions of the East and West Indies, and such other 
merchandise as is usually imported for immediate consumption ; and in all 
these out-ports, ample storehouses could be procured, temporarily, by the 
collectors, should the wants of the importers require therh, to await a 
market for consumption, or a demand for transportation to the larger 
■ports. By some such simple provision, the privileges of the system 
could be coextensive with the ports. of entry throughout the country, 
without hazard to the revenue, and with comparatively trifling expense 
to the importer. 

3d. To afford prompt and reasonable facilities to importers, the collec- 
tors should be authorized to detail inspectors to take charge of ware- 
houses and their contents, under the general supervision of the store- 
keeper. The warehouses should' be concentrated at some central point, 
if practicable, without . embarrassing trade, so that the number of inspec- 
tors, weighers, gaugers, measurers, and markers, now employed in the 
public service could readily discharge their respective duties.- If it 
should be found necessary to. locate the stores at distant points, a small 
additional number .of sub-storekeepers might be required during the 
active business seasons ; but in the ordinary course of trade, I think all 
reasonable facilities could be extended to importers at this port, ^ with the 
present effective force of the office. 

' There are many descriptions of dry goods, silks, hardware, and earth-- 
enware, which would at once go on to the shelves of the ' importers 
without being stored ; and as these articles are usually ordered to meet 
seasonable demands, the duties would , in most cases be paid prior to 
their deliveiy from the ship- On all merchandise subject to a specific 
rate of duty, the quantities should, I think, be ascertained before being 
wai-ehoused, and the contents of each package marked, to facilitate the 
delivery of the articles either for consumption or exportation. 

'4th. The effect of this system upon the trade of the smaller ports 
would be, in my judgment, to sustain the advantages now enjoyed by 
them under existing. laws. It is well known that a vast amount of capital 
is employed in foreign trade by merchants resident in those ports, and 
their importations are now mostly consigned on. sale to commission 
houses in the larger ports, and under the proposed system they would 
naturally avail .themselves of all the advantages of warehousing in their 
own ports, and in their own stores, particulai'ly as their merchandise 
could be readily sold by samples, and with the privilege of transporta- 
tion to the larger markets for consumption. 

There are other very obvious, I'easons, resulting from economical con- 
siderations, why advantages now enjoyed by the merchants in the small 
ports would not be disturbed or materially changed by this proposed 
. plan. 

5th. The period of deposite- which it may be expedient to determine 
I have considered with much care, in its Connection -with the great inter- 
ests of our commercial mai'ine, and the benefits and profits to be derived 
from frequent freights on the imports and exports, in its bearing on the 
production of home industry, in the- event, of large accumulations in our 
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ports of foreign manufactured goods, and in reference to the debenture 
system, and the necessity of periodical .settlements of the accounts of 
ofScers of the Government, and the liabilities of fraud upon the revenue 
by surreptitiously introducing for consumption goods thus deposited, and 
I am satisfied that all these interests would be best promoted by limiting 
the period to two years. If goods should be allowed to remain in the 
warehouses for a longer time, the effect upon the revenue might be seri- 
ously felt in seasons of depression, as it would tend to increase the stocks 
of unsaleable goods, or the surplus . products of foreign manufactures, 
and thus keep back the importations of new crops or later products, 
more suitable to the markets, and upon which the Government Would 
rely for its legitimate support. 

6th. The irrimediate effect of the system upon the revenue woukl 
undoubtedly be to lessen the receipts, as all goods not wanted would be 
borided in store. Thus would forced sales of consigned goods be'pre- 
vented, and unseasonable articles Withheld from the markets. This 
alone would soon produce a regular- and healthy demand for consump- 
tion, and a httle experience would 'enable the Government to ascertain 
the actual consumption of the countr-y, and the amount of revenue 
•accruing to the Treasury. . 

7th. The reasons expressed in my answfers to the before-mentioned 
queries so far favor the adoption of the proposed plan, and the advanta- 
ges that must attend it are so obvious, that it will readily be perceived 
that it is considered necessary to the prosperity of the import trade aind 
essential to the wants of the Treasury. Cash duties cannot rriuch longer 
be maintained without, a total prostration of importers of moderate means, 
and, diverting the import business into the hands of those who can com- 
mand the means of making immediate payments on entry of the goods. . 
A modiffcation of the present cash, system will greatly relieve the now 
languishing commerce of the counti-y, and encourage importations of such 
kinds of merchandise as will yield a revenue adequate to' the- wants of 
the Government. . . ' 

I have endeavored to Communicate riry- views .of this subject in com- 
pliance with your request? in' as concise a manner as possible. I have 
considered the matter in its application only to this part of the .country. 
There appears to be nearljt a unanimous opinion in favor of the plan by 
the merchants of this place,, -and I trust that its adoption will satisfactorily 
promote the true interests of the nation. ' 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 

;LEVI LINCOLN,, GoZZector., 

Hon. Walter FbKWARD, .' • ; 

Secretary of the Treasury,' Washington, D. C. 


Naval Office, District of Boston, 

Charlestown, Demhber 9, 1842.'j 
Sir : I have considered the queries contained in your circular letter of 
the 24th inistant, respecting a general warehouse system, and in /answer 
ha-ve to state — : - 
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1st. That so far as respects this port, no doubt, safe and commodious 
warehouses could be procured without ,the expenditure of money by the. 
Government in their erection ; and I presume no difficulty would be 
experienced in obtaining them at other, ports, ' 

2d.. I think, unless the Government rates for storage are higher than 
the ordinary ones, the receipts will not be equal to the expenditures; for 
it will frequently be the case that the Government will have warehouses 
for which it is pa 3 ung rent empty, or but partially filled. 

It will not do for the Government, in the larger ports, where the im- 
ports and exports are great and fluctuating, to be without a number of 
warehouses at its command, beyond those actually required at any one 
time ; otherwise it will Ue subject to the caprice or extortion of individ- 
uals at times when warehouses are in demand. ' 

If the rates of storage are fixed somewhat above the ordinary rates, 

I think it will be found that the receipts will be enough to pay the 
expenses in the large ports, and whatever deficiency there' may be in 
the smaller- ones. 

3d.' Under the law, as now understood, some additional officers and 
clerks will be required- ' The answer, as to the increase of the number 
of officers, however, wifi, much depend on the requirements of the law, 
and how general the warehousing is to be under it. 

All merchandise at the time of its arrival, as is the case now, I take it, 
will be' examined as to marks and numbers, an account takeh by the 
inspectors; and a report made to the collector; be weighed, gauged, or 
measured b.y the proper officers, and then received into the warehouse, 
and 'be properly disposed of under the direction of an officer, where it . 
will'remain until entered out for consumption' or exportation; at which 

• time .the law may or may not require thequantity again to be ascertained ; 
blit in either case, an account of the number and description of the 
packages will' be taken, and a .report thereof made to the collector, in 
order that an’ adjustment of the duties may be made. 

The law should empower the collector to assign any officer to that 
or any other duty, in connection with the system, that the law may 
require.- . . ' - - . , 

By such a provision, the occasion for an increase of officers will be 
diminished. 

4th. I do not think , the system would operate to the disadvantage of 
the smaller ports, or give to, the larger ofies advantages which they 
would not naturally possess under any sykem' of duties. 

5ffi. It has been - the uniforni pohcy of the Go’vernment to allow the 
exportation (under certain limits and restrictions) of foreign merchandise, 
with a drawback of-the duties that had been paid or secured upon the 
same. 

The proposed warehouse system, therefore; does not introduce any 
new principle, but only provides a modification of the practice hitherto 
pursued by allowing, a deposite of the goods instead of pa 3 anent of 
duties. ■ - 

Our revenue system is -founded upon the principle of taxing only the 

• comsMmptiow' of foreign productions, and in carrying out this principle, it 
is unimportant how long such productions are kept in the public stores, 
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provided they are kept under the control of Government, and not liable 
to be surreptitiously introduced .for consurnption. R may be desirable 
to have all accounts of Government periodically closed, and goods 
remaining unclaimed sold for the benefit of all concerned; but I can see 
no serious objection to allowing them to remain for a term equal to the 
time now fixed by law within which they niay be exported with benefit • 
of drawback : namely, three years from the date of iinportation. Storage 
should be required to be paid annually or semi-annually ; and it would 
be highly beneficial to those engaged in the importation of foreign goods, 
to have annual or semi-annual statements, officially made, of the quantity 
of each article remaining on hand. . ' ' 

6th. The effect of the law upon the reyenue toffie received at this port, 
for the jmar next following its adoption, will be, no doubt, to diminish it 
somewhat, but to what extent it is. impossible for me to say. 

7th. I have long been of opinion that a well-matured warehouse 
system was preferable to a system of credits ; and if it is. not adopted: in , 
connection with the present requirements of duties in cash, I think it 
will be found that the importations will continue to fall off, and the , 
Government will be deficient in'reveiiue to the aqiount of many millions 
each coming year. , . 

By the present system those of moderate means are driyen from 
importing, and soon it will foe found that the wealth}^ aldne can success- 
fully embark in that business. Such an effect should not be desired or 
encouraged by the Government, -for it is not certainly its true interest. , 

, Would it not be well so to limit the amount to be taken from store 
at any time, either for exportation or consumption, as not to permit a 
less, quantity than will give, in duties, a sum not less than one nuindred 
dollars? and also, to deny the right of warehousing, to a less amount 
than that sum? By so doing, inuch expense may be saved in taldng 
account of small quantities, both in going in and carrying out of store. , 

I enclose communications which I ha,ve received from two of our most 
respectable merchants on the subject of your letter, in one of which (Mr. 
Gray’s) it is stated as probable that warehouses can be obtained without 
expense to- the Government. He says, “ In this city there are several 
‘corporations that would, I think, place warehouses under the control of 
‘the Government, and receive, in lieu of rent, the usual charges on all 
‘goods stored.” I have no doubt warehouses .could be obtained as stated 
.by Mr.' Gray. 

o I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant 

' . J. P. DAVIS, Naval OJicer. 
Hon. Walter Forward, . ■ ■ 

Sea’etary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 


Sir: The veiy little time which I have had to comply with your 
request, compels me to limit my answers to the questions of the T reasury 
Department to but few lines. ^ .. •' 

1st. I think it probable that commodious warehouses can be obtained 
in the large ports, without . expense to the Government. ' In this city 
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there are several corporations that would, I think, place warehouses ’ 
under the control of the Government, and receive, in lieu of rent, the 
usual charges on goods stored. 

2d. In the srnall ports it is not probable that any ■ such arrangement 
could be made;; nor do I see any good reasons why the^number of 
warehousing ports should exceed one in each State. • 

3d'. I see- no reason why any. additional officers need be employed 
under a warehousing system. Many facilities would be afforded, which 
would compensate for the increase of trade in other departments ; that 
is, provided the warehouses are under the exclusive control of the 
officers, and that they are not scattered in nrore than three or four 
places in each city. And, provided also, that no. receipts or dock- 
warrants be issued— a system which would enable foreign manufacturers 
. to dispose of large amounts of unsaleable goods in the warehouses, and, 
by means of receipts from the public storekeeper, obtain large amounts 
. from our community as an advance on them. 

4th. The effect of such a system would not materially affect the 
•relative advantages of large and small ports. The increase of commerce 
will naturally increase the relative advantages of the larger ports, 
altogether independent of this regulation. 

5th. The period of deposite may- be limited to one year for all goods 
imported from this side of the Cape of Good Hope, or Cape. Horn, and 
to two years for all goods, from beyond the capes. 

6th.. The immediate effect in Boston w.ould be to lessen the revenue; 
as, under this system, all goods hot wanted for immediate consnntption 
would be suffered to remain in public stores. 

7th. One great advantage' pf this system would be, that all the surplus 
or excessive importations would be in the public stores, and thus would 
be much more obvious, than when spread as. formerly over the whole 
surface of the country, and those excessive variations of importSj which 
. have caused. so much inconvenience to the country and the Government, 
be, in a great degree, obviated. If a monthly account could be pub- 
lished of all stocks of goods in .warehouses at the several ports, merchants . 
would have . a guide by. which to regulate their imports, which would 
be of great value to them and to the Governrnent. The great disad- 
vaiitage is the liability to losses, such as accrued at- New . York and 
Philadelphia, under the tea-warehousing system, or from the use of 
public stores, in connection with receipts, for the purpose of Obtaining, 
advances on merchandise. 

Your obedient servant,’ , • ' HIRAM GRAY. 

J. P. Davis, Esq., 

; ■ . Boston, X>ece??iJer .'6, 1842. 

My dear Sir: I am unable to give you any detailed answers to the 
several queries submitted by the Secretary in hiS' circular of the 24th 
November instant, as jmu wished it- returned 'this evening; 

As. a general reply, 1 should presume that; a majority of importers 
would feel the benefit of a warehouse system, although , it would be 
. likely at first to bring into our ports a' large ; quantity of dutiable m.ei- 
VoL. IV.— 35. 
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chandise, yet I think our markets would not feel the pressure of forced 
sales, as under the cash duty system. l am not aware that the proposed 
system would necessarily work any advantages hr disadvantages to the 
different ports of entry, provided all are allowed to participate in it. 
Without great precaution in the details of the warehousing plan, the 
facilities fbr defrauding the revenue may he seriously increased. 

All merchandise subject to specific duties, and regulated by weight, 
measure," &c., should of course be ascertained and secured at the time 
of entry, otherwise uncommon deficiencies of weight, measure, and quality, 
will be found to follow a few, months of storing. The system, to be effi-, 
cient, and to operate equally throughout the very extensive line of ports 
of entry of tire United States, cannot, I suspect, be adopted without 
some considerable charge upon the revenue be 5 mnd what could Jre fairly 
taxed, upon the importer as a warehouse duty. These few and crude 
suggestions are hardly, worthy of your consideration; they are, however, 
at your service. 

Very truly, yours, THOS. MOTLEY. 

Isaac P. Davis, Esq. 


Collector’s Office, District of New Bedford, 

November 30, 1842.- 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 24th instant, 
desiring information and suggestions having reference to a general ware- 
house system. . ' 

So few importations of foreign merchandise are made at this p'oft,.that 
I should feel great diffidence in expressing . an opinion on the subject,' 
and, therefore, would only remaik that warehouse room is abundant 
here, and can always be had to any reasonable extent, from time to 
time, as it may be wanted, upon the. payment of rent for the time it 'may 
be actually occupied; the expense could then be defrayed by the owners 
of the goods, without creating a charge against the United States. , 

The inspector, who acts as boarding officer, is under constant pay, 
and'has ample time upon his hands to attend to the duties of storekeeper. 
No other person need be employed, except, perhaps, occasionally, w'hen 
another inspector might be directed to assist. This arrangement would 
obviate the necessity of appointing any person to the special' duty of 
storekeeper, and avoid any additional expense. ' , ■ 

In my opinion the period of deposite may, with, propriety, be limited 
to one year. 

I remain, veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. WM. H. ALLEN, Co&ctor. 

Hon. Walter Forward, - 

Secretary of the Treasury. • ■ 


Collector’s. Office, 'Providence, -Decem&CT- 3, 1842. 
Dear Sir : In reply to the questions stated in your circulci-r of Novem- 
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ber 24, 1842, in relation to the policy and practicability of a general 
warehouse system, I now respectfully submit the following answers: 
Amwer to question' first.- — I think that safe and commodious ware- 
houses can be procured without the expenditure of money by the Gov- 
ernment in their erection in this district. 

Answer to question seco-nd. — I have no doubt that the expense of 
warehousing in this district would be reimbursed by, the amount of 
storage received, and am of opinion, that, should the privilege of ware- 
housing become universal, it will support itself without burdening the 
revenue. 

Answer to question third. — The only additional officers which will be ' 
required in this district, to conduct the warehousing system with entire 
safety to the Government, will be one storehouse keeper, and perhaps a 
clerk to keep the additional accounts made necessary by the system. 

We have now no clerk in the custom-house, and the deputy collector 
receives no salary as. such. , ■ 

Answer to question fourth.- — My opinion is,- that it would rather increase 
the trade of the small ports, since it would obviate the necessity of 
resorting to the larger markets for quick cash sales, with the proceeds of 
which the importer is now compelled to pay his cash duties. 

■ Answer to question fifth. — I am of opinion that the period of deposite 
should be limited to the term of one year. , 

Answer to question sixth.- — I think it will increase the amount of revenue 
received from imports in this district, in the year; following its adoption, 
for the reason that, owing to the great facilities of communication with 
. the city of New York, at least one half of the merchandise which is 
consumed in this city and vicinity, is now brought here coastwise fmm 
New York, which would , be remedied in a measure, by the operation of 
the warehouse system. , I think therefore that the warehouse system 
will operate, in connection \vith cash duties, favorably upon the interests 
of importers,- favorably upon the interest of the Government, and favor- 
ably, partiqularly, in reference to. the smaller ports. 

It -will, favor the mporter by obviating the necessity of forced sales,- 
when the market is dull and low, since he -will be obliged to pay the 
duties only at the moment when the goods are talsen out for consump- 
tion; and by permitting storage receipts -tu be giyen for the . merchandise to 
the importer, while the goods remain in the warehouse, a very desirable 
security, based upon real property, would be obtained, upon which the 
. importer might raise rheans of holding his property until he could dis- 
pose of it without sacrifice.' In these ways an, d, others,, the importer 
would derive great facilities from this system. . ■ ' 

. The Government -would be benefited and convenieneed by this system, 
since its operation would unquestionably equalize Xhe annual receipts from-, 
customs, which have fluctuated so much heretofore that no safe calculation 
could be made in relation to the amount of receipts from this source, in 
any given year. Besides, evqry facility tendered tO the importer benefits ■ 
theGovernment■intheamount-ofreceiptsf^omcustoms.■ 

The-.cash' system, unless the -Warehouse system, is conhected with, it,, 
will bear very heavily upoii co.mmerce and commercial men, particularly, 
those of small rneans, ariddt \yill, in time, unless thiswarehouse;S,ystem -,- 
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is adopted, fall into the hands of men of the largest capital, to the injur}’’ 
and destruction of importers', of moderate means, or what is still more to 
he apprehended, into the hands- of fm-eign agencies; which will, by the 
great facilities afforded them at home, and the daily comrhunication 
-which now exists between Europe and this couhti’y,.by means of steam- 
boat na-vigation, in the end, monopolize and control nearly the whole 
foreign trade of the country. For these reasons, I am decidedly favorable 
to the estabhshment of the warehoitse system. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. R. WATSON, CnZfector. 

Hon, Walter F orward. . 


District and Port of Newport, Collector’s Office, 

December 2, 1842, .. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 24th November, proposing certain 
questions in relation to a general warehouse system, I have the honor to 
state that the importations in this distiict for the last eight Or ten years 
have been so small that but little, reliance can be place'd on experience . 
acquired within that period. Witli this remark, I proceed to.: state : 

First. That it is not hkely that warehouses of the kind stated in your 
first interrogation can be procured in. this district. 

( Second. I haye no information on which it would be safe to rely in 
reference to the seeond inteiTOgatory. ; 

Third. The only, additional bfficer whose services ■would be necessary ■ 
in such a district as this would be an occasional inspector to act as -pubhc ■ 
storekeeper, whose business it would be to keep an accurate account of 
aU merchandise received, record' the marks, numbers, manifest, &c., to 
be lodged with the collector'; and, upon reexportation or withdrawing, 

' the sarne for- consumption, to compare it with the former entry,, and' 
certify its accuracy or variation to the collector. In the.' smaller districts 
) the additional expense ■would probably be more than neutralized, pro- 
vided it is determined to abolish the naval officers at ports where the 
accruing revenue is generally less than the official bonds of the collector, 
as is the case in this district. : 

Fourth. To the fourth inquiry P can give no anavver deri've.d from ex- 
perience ; but I have no idea that if would materially affect, the smaller 
ports. ■ ' -■.-.' 

Fifth. Tshpuld think that it would' be mort conducive to the interests 
of Commerce to hinit the period of deposite ' tO three years, the tirne : 
alloyved u nder the existing la’vy s fOr securing the benefit of drawback. 

.I do nqt beheye that the adoption of the system proposed- would , 
materially affect the revenue- accruing at the ' port of Newport. 

I jffiould think, with much deference, ■ that before adopting 
, the plan proposed it would-be -vvell to.- be fully satisfied -that the cash. • 
system of duties -will be the permanent policy of the countiyi In that 
case it would,, seem to be a duty tb'relie.ve. the merchant from the burden 
of paying the duties befoiie lie has had an opportunity of realizing them 
fi'Om a,, sale of ,his goods ; but if the contingency mentioned should not 
be considered as reasonably certain, then I should think that, a rriodei'ate 
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credit, or in other words bonds at three and six months,’ as has been' 
recently the practice, would give most satisfaction to the importer, and 
be of equal benefit to the Government. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. LITTLEFIELD, Collector. 
Hon. W. Forward. ■, 


Collector’s Office, New London, 

-Deceinhef)' 5, 1842. 

Sir: I have the. honor to state in answer to your cticular of November 
24th, that there are no good,s imported into this district with the excep- 
tion of coal and salt, and but very little of these articles ; and inasniuch 
as this is the case, and not having any practical knowledge upon the 
general subject of the circular, presume it will be improper for me to 
write more. . 

With great respect, I am, sir, your humble servant, 

WOLCOTT HUNTINGTON, Collector. 

Hon. Walter Forward. 


Collector’s' Office, New Haven, jPecmJer 1842. 

Sir: I. have given to the subject of a general warehouse system, all 
the attention which the, hmited time allowed me would permit, and have 
the honor to submit the following answers to your different queries, as- 
the result of my investigations : 

First. It would not be necessary for the Government to incur the ex- 
' pense of erecting warehouses at this port'; stores suitable for the.purpose 
can be obtained here at a moderate rent. 

Second. The arnount of storage received at this port would probably 
. reimburse the rent and other expenses to the Government, or veiy nearly 
so, and there might possibly be an excess of receipts. . It is my opinion 
that the deficiency in the smaller ports would be made up by the excess ' 
■in the larger ports. 

Third. It is not believed that any .'additional officers would be required 
at this port, but an inCTease of compensation might be, necessary to some 
of the present officers, but probably not to exceed in the aggiegate $500 
perannum. This would depend somewhatupon the details of the system. 
If an account is to be talien of the goods before they are deposited in 
the warehouse, and if the importer, is to be allowed to take but goods 
upon payment of the duties, without re.strictioh as to the amount, perhaps 
1 one additional officer might be required. I would suggest that no goods 
should, be allowed tb be warehoused the duties on which amount to less 
! than two hundred dollars, and that none should be permitted to be talien 
but upon the payment of a smaller amount, unless they , should be the 
balance of a cargo. 

Fourth. -It does not appear to me that the . System would, have any 
material effect -upon the. relative advantages of- the larger, and smaller 
ports. 
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Fifth. It would be proper, in my opinion, to , limit the period of depos- 
ite to two or three years. , 

Sixth. I am decidedly of opinion that the importations into this- port 
will be materially increased by the adoption of the system. 

Seventh. I think that the system will obviate several disadvanta,ges 
'incident to the present mode of collecting duties. A system of cash 
duties, unconnected with a warehouse system, has a tendency to concen- 
trate business in the hands of large capitalists, to the injuiy of those 
possessed of small .means. , It especially benefits foreigners, whose facil- 
ities for drawing bills of exchange enable them to obtain an advantage 
over our native merchants. It also has a tendency to derange the mar- 
kets, and to cause fluctuations in business, by occasioning forced sales 
of goods at auction ; and so fai' as it has that tendency, it goes to injure 
those interests which require protection. These disadvantages will be 
more effectually counteracted by a system of warehousing than by any 
other means. ■ ; 

A direct advantage to be derived from the system will be .the encour- 
agement of the shipping interest, by occasioning larger importations, 
both for consumption and exportation, which interest it is conceived to be 
the duty of the Governnient to foster and protect, not only for the sake 
of those concerned in it, but on account of the advantages arising from 
it as a' nursery of seamen for the Navy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES DONAGHE, Qolleetor. 

Hon. Walter Forward, of t^-.Treosiiri/. 


Collector’s Office, New York, PecfimJer 1,T842. 
Sir : In obedience to your circular of November 24, I have the honor 
I IjO answer your various questions in the order in which they eu'e pro- 
posed : f .... 

First. Is it likely that, safe and commodious warehouses can be pro- 
‘ cured without the expenditure of money by the Government in their 
I ‘erection?” ■■ 

I have ho hesitation in answering this question in the affirmative; but 
I would suggest the expediency of leaving, at least for the present .time, 

! the providing of ;stores to private enterprise, and allowing each proprie- 

• tor to collect from the depositor the amounts due for rent and labor. 

This would simplify the system, and impose upon ..the revenue officers 
no other duties than those of supervision. ' . , 

W e will suppose a merchant to have imported one hundred tons of 
iron, which he desires to place in warehouse. He selects any store, 
and applies to the collector for permission to have that store placed upon 
the list of authorized warehouses. The collector j having ascertained 
that it is in a convenient situation and of adequate , security, grants the 
permission, provided the proprietor consents to relinquish all control over 
it, by delivering the. key tO the proper officer, who is ordered, tp superin- 
tend the receiving of the iron. At the. same time a clerk is designated 
to note' the receipt of the merchandise. ’ It would not be necessary to 
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have a receiving officer and a clerk for each separate store, because in 
general several stores in the same neighborhood might be superintended 
by one set of officers, and the collector, when' receiving applications to 
rate any particular store among the authorized warehouses, would take 
into consideration its locality in relation to such as had been previously 
authorized. The owner of each authorized warehouse would employ 
and pay the laborers attached thereto, and would collect from the depos- 
itor whatever rates of -storage, &Cj, might have been mutually agreed 
upon. In some instances individuals would be the exclusive depositors 
in their own warehouses ; and in others, stores would be used for the 
accommodation of a number of depositors, each having a coiuparatively 
Small quantity of merchandise to deposite. . ' 

The pubhc stores novir used for merchandise which is landed under 
general order, or, in other words, landed because the ship’s time is out, 
would probably suffice for the storage of such goods as belonged to 
depositors who were unwilling to designate any private authorized ware- 
house as the place of deposite; and in this case no extra||expense would 
be incurred by the Government. In authorizing warehouses, the col- 
lector should take several circumstances into consideration : 1st, their 
security; 2dly, their situation in relation to others, that the supervision 
might be a;ttended with greater facilities, and less cost; and, 3dly, their 
situation as connected with the question of insurance, the offices being 
unwilling to accumulate too many risks at one point. 

“ Second. Supposing that commodious warehouses can be procured on 
‘lease, would the expense be reimbursed by the amount of storage 
‘ received ? And, if not, is it likely that the deficiency in the smaller 
‘ports would be made up by the excess of the receipts for storage in the 
‘larger ports; in Other words, assuming that the privilege of warehous- 
‘ing shall be universal, will it support itself without burdening the 
‘revenue?” 

If the suggestion offered under the first head was adopted, this second 
question would be superfluous. But, supposing the Government to be 
the lessee of all warehouses, and at least one warehouse to be hired in 
each of the smaller ports, I should deem it oppressive, to charge in the 
larger ports such a rate of storage as would cover the outlay tliere and the 
deficiency in other places. But if the privilege were confined, as I 
think it properly should be, to one port in each of the Atlantic States — 
except that in Massachusetts both Boston and Salem should enjoy it — I 
have no doubt that a uniform rate of storage, which would satisfy the 
merchants and reimburse the general outlay, might easily be fixed. I 
understand the reimbursement referred to question to apply solely 
to rent and labor, and not tO include the expenses of supervision which 
are mentioned in the third question. ■ - 

“ Third. What niumber of - additionaf officers, if .any, would be neces- 
‘ sary for conducting a warehouse system with entire safety to the Gov- 
/‘ ernment, affording at the same time reasonable facilities to importers? 
‘In replying to this question you are desired to advert to the peculiar 
‘ duties of officers attached to this service.” 

A knowledge of the peculiar' provisions, checks, and limitations which 
the warehousing plan proposes, is essential to a distinct answer ; but 
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taking the medium of the several- projects which have been suggested, 
and estimating the extent to which the privilege will be used by the 
anxiety to obtain it, I suppose that ten warehouses, or ten connections of 
warehouses, superintended each by a separate set of officers, will be 
required at this port, each; of the ten demanding a bookkeeper to record 
the receipt and delivery of merchandise, and. a receiving- oflBcer, and a 
delivering officer. The- dehvering officer might properly be charged 
with the duty of ascertaining- that merchandise entered for export had 
been actually laden on board the vessel by which it purported to. be 
shipped. If the complicated details of warehousing, connected with- the 
British system- are rejected from burs, it is likely that ours maybe man- 
aged at this port with the number of officers which I have specified, 
(thiity,) adding five bookkeepers, &c.,. for the central office, which should; 
be charged with the g^eneral supervision of all the details, and which 
central office would at this port -properly be the public storekeeper’s 
office, as established by existing regulations. I do not, as at present 
advised, see any probability that the introduction of a warehousing 
privilege into- our revenue system' would enable me to dispense with any 
of the officers required by already existing arrangements, or to charge 
any of them witli the new duties demanded by the alteration. On the 
contraiy-, as warehouse merchandise will be entered for consumption in 
detail, as purchasers offer, if is probable there will be an addition to- the 
labor iii the offices of the collector and naval officer, which will require 
the appointment of from ten to twenty clerks additional, and the receiv- 
ing of the original warehousing entries will also cause an addition to the 
regular duties of these officers. . ' , 

Fourth,. What would be the effect of this system upon the trade of 
‘ the larger and smaller ports? Would it change or unsettle the relative 
‘ advanta,ges enjoyed by them under the existing system?” 

I have no doubt it would increase the natural tendency of business to 
concentrate itself in places afibrding demand and supply, facilities of 
intercommunication, large capital, and a market for exchange. All com- 
mercial history pro-yes that such a tendency exists. This influence may 
be, and often is controlled by activity and enterprise, or by a peculiarly 
favorable position. Apar t, however, from this view of the question, Idoi 
hot perceive, in. the proposed scheme, any greater probability than now 
exists of the transf er of. business from the smaller ports to the larger . ' 

“ Fifth. Is it expedient to limit the period of deposite, say .to olre year, 
‘the time within which exportation for drawbackwasallowedunderbur 
‘ early laws, or should the. period be indefinite?” . , 

It appears to me that one year is too short a period to realize the 
advantages which the merchants hope to derive fi-om the proposed privi- 
leges, and also that no principle of pohcy requires that it should be 
•extended to an indefinite period.' Two years would suffice for all the 
contingencies of the domestic or foreign market Which the impoifer has' 
in view when he, makes a warehousing entry; besides,. this extension of 
- the privilege would doubtless satisfy the expectations . of the merchants, 
while a shorter' term would not, bfe acceptable ; and it is always advis- 
able to throw, over any modification of the revenue laws as broad a 
popularity as .may be obtained without a sacrifice' of the general good. . 
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Sixth. What will be the effect of the system upon the revenue 
‘ accruing at the port of New York in the year next following its adop- 
‘tion?” 

Upon the 25th ultimo I stated, in a letter which I had the honor of 
addressing you, my, opinion that the net revenue of the year 1843, col- 
lected at mis port, would be eight, millions. If no alteration should occur 
in our own condition by an improvement in the currency, I think the 
effect of a warehousing system would be, to reduce that eight millions 
to six or perhaps five. l am convinced that at least one quarter of the 
dutiable merchandise imported during the year 1843 will not be needed 
for consumption during that year, and that, consequently, ■ the receipts 
which, under existing laws, would fall into the next twelve months, will, 
to that extent,' be deferred to a later period. 

Seventh. You are requested to communicate your views of the sys- 
‘ tem generally in connection with that of cash duties; your reasons, if 
‘ any, that may favor its adoption, and your opinion of the advantages 
‘ which may attend it.” 

It is unnecessary to descant upon the causes of our present prostration, 
but we know that their effect is deepened by our limited currency; the 
general poverty and restricted circulation. cause cash duties to press with 
great severity upon the commercial interest ; the sacrifices required in 
order to provide funds for the payment of the duties are so great as to 
discourage small operators, and the tendency of the existing system is, 
to throw all the import trade into the hands of capitalists; and capital 
being more abundant in Europe than here, the consequence is, that the 
preponderance of the foreign interest in our markets is increasing. Any 
warehousing system, founded ypon liberal principles, offers relief from 
the pressure, by giving the importer an opportunity of entering his goods 
at the times and in the quantities' which his convenience ma.y suggest. 
The general plea in favor of the. warehousing system is strongly and 
simply stated by McGulloch; and as this letter is likely to reach a 
length which will weaiy you, I content myself with expressing my full 
concurrence in the opinions which he states. 

Having given a good deal of reflection to this question, I venture to 
. suggest, three different modifications of a plan for yojrr consideration, 
amid the numbers which doubtless have been offered to you. 

First. Permit the importer of merchandise to leave it in public store 
for a period not exceeding two years, and enact that any goods having 
remained in public store for any period not exceeding tWo years after 
the passage of this act, shall have the privilege of being exported with- 
out the payment of duty. 

This plan is 'recommended by its simplicity, and by the facility with 
which it is made to correspond with our existing arrangements. It 
would require from the Government nothing more than an enlargement 
of the number of public stores, and of the necessary , attendants therein, 
which the collector rnay now increase with the authority of the Secretary 
of the Treasui-y, and would nqt require a greater increase in the central 
storekeeper’s office than is indicated in my answer to your third inquiry. 

. The merchants would make this objection, that the proposed plan, in the 
spirit of existing laws, would refer to the date of importation in coUect- 
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ing the duties upon those warehoused goods which were entered *for 
consumption, and would charge interest from the import to the delivery 
on the duties payable at the, time of import. If this were deemed a 
valid objection, the difficulty might be remedied by an enactment, that 
when warehoused goods are entered for payment of duties,, the duties 
shall be considered as accruing on the date of such entry; but the result 
of this additional privilege would be, the necessity of employing all the 
officers named in my answer to question third. 

" The only general objection which Occurs to me is this — -that under the 
present public store system, there being no entry of the merchandise 
required until a claimant appears, there is not that facihty of obtaining a 
knowledge of the kinds and quantities of merchandise warehoused, to 
secure which is one of the objects of a warehouse system, and which is 
eminently desirable in order to regulate the calculations of merchants, 
and to keep the Government fully advised of . tlie results of its commer- 
cial relations with foreign countries. This objection would be obviated 
by an examination of each package, and a report of the contents, and of 
all articles imported in bulk ; but such examination would require addi- 
tional store accommodation, and the employmerit of a considerable 
number of searchers and ''examiners; or, if a record were kept, derived 
from the invoices of importers, the employment of a number of clerks, 
would be necessary. 

The secmid plan which I would suggest is, to adopt the general prin- 
ciples of the English act, 3 and 4 William IV., ch. 57, abandoning the- 
complicated and perplexing details in which' that act abounds, and 
applying it only to articles such as iron, sugar, molasses, pepper, cotton, 
indigo, hemp, &c., paying specific duties, including liquors, and also tek 
and coffee, if hereafter made dutiable. 

It is in this class of articles that the want of the relief promised by a 
warehousing system is especially felt. By testing such a system upon 
a limited scale, the Government would acquire an experimental knowl- 
edge of its benefits and disadvantages ; and by sending an- intelligent 
agent to England in the iriterim between the two irext sessions of Con- 
gress, would be able to acquire a thorough knowledge of the practical 
working of their system. Such an agent would by one month’s obser- 
vation and inquiry, gain more useful information than all the books withiir 
my reach can furiiish. 

The third plan is one which in my opinion commends itself to states- 
men and legislators, as having within its scope an immense amount of’ 
practical good, and as combining the strong probabilities of the. .future 
with the certainty of the present. As I read the signs; of the times, it 
would be very unwise to anticipate in future 'years the enormous importa- 
tions -of the past; day after day we are rendering ourselves more inde- 
pendent of foreign supply, and the question is of large importance,. what 
is to be the destiny of our coinmercial marine,' in the preservation and 
extension of which so many of our fellow-citizens are deeply interested 
as their means of livelihood, and the Government equally interested, as 
giving vigor to the arm of national defence ? In proportioh as we cease 
to employ our ships in bringing. foreign commocfifies for our own use, ■ 
we^should aim at lading them with all sorts of merchandise, foreign as- 
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well as domestic, for the supply of other countries ; ajid the most effectual 
means of securing the result is to adopt a liberal plan of entrepot, which 
will assure to every purchaser a mai'ket supplied with every variety of 
merchandise from eveiy quarter of the woiid. In this view our ware- 
housing system should be as comprehensive and as liberal as may consist 
with the security, of the revenue, and as free as possible from all vexa- 
tions and restraints, such, for instance, as requiring a bond to produce a 
landing certificate as the condition to issue a debentui'e. This provision 
in our existing laws is' found in practice to be very oppressive and diffi- 
cult of performance. With these preliminaiy remarks I beg leave to 
propose .the outlines of a scheme, which, I apprehend, will be considered 
somewhat in advance of the times, but which, I cannot doubt, if adopted, 
would contribute largely to the national prosperity. ' 

1. The Government to provide (as soon as the condition of its funds 
would justify the expenditure) commodious and secure warehouses, so 
arranged as to afford easy access to the merchandise deposited, and so 
constructed as„to diminish to the greatest extent the risk of loss - by 
fire. 

2. The depositor to be entitled to receive from the collector a separate 
certificate for each package deposited, or certificate for such numbers of 
packages as his convenience might suggest, or certificates for prescribed 
quantities of merchandise imported in bulk, such certificates to be trans- 
lerable on the endorsement of the depositor. This transferability would 
enable the holder in case of need to raise money upon his merchandise, 

' without the -riecessity of a forced sale. 

3. Upon presentation of a certificate to the collector within three years 
. from its, date, he shall either, as the case may be, order the goods de- 
scribed therein to be entered for the payment of duties as prescribed by 

- the existing laws, or direct the proper person having charge of the 
warehouse in which the goods are deposited, to attend to the' shipping 
of the same on board the vessel designated by the depositor; but no 
such goods shall be laden on board any vessel until an officer of the 
customs shall have been designated to superintend the lading tliereof ; 
such officer’to remain on board, as prescribed by existing laws, for the 
discharging of vessels, and at night to fasten and secure the vessel as 
directed at present ; and when the vessel shall have -sailed the- officer 
shall accompany her to some given point — ^^say, in the case of New York, 
to the quarantine station, that being the point at which inward-bound 
vessels are boarded during the proper season. This placing of an officer 
on board each vessel loading for a foreign port with a cargo including 
warehoused merchandise, would be a complete substitute for the landing 
certificate; but it would require the employment. of a large nnmber of 
tide-waiters and inspectors. To defray this charge, and to meet the cost 
of providing warehouses, I would' suggest — 

4. A charge of one and a half or two per cent, upon the value, as 
specified in the collector’s certificates of merchandise exported. 

This outline, .with the addition of the checks and penalties which its 
provisions manifestly, suggest, would furnish a system under which the 
convenience of our merchants would be promoted ; our shipping interest 
would receive a healthful impulse/and recover from its. present languish- 
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ing condition, and our nianufacturers and producers from the soil would 
profit largely by the inducements which it would offer to foreign dealers 
to resort to our markets for their supplies. ' 

I am, sir, very respectfiilly, vour obedient servant, 

EDWARD CURTIS, Sector. 

Hon. W alter Forward, (Secreiary t/ifi Treasury. . ^ 


Custom-House, New York, November -28, 1842. 

Sir : Your circular dated the 24th instant, upon the subject of the 
warehousing system, .came to hand this morning, and I hasten to reply 
to it. 

To the Ji7'st question propounded I answer: At this port there would 
be no present difficulty in procuring any number of good and proper 
warehouses, and probably there would not be any for a long time to 
come. . 

Second. The rents would be paid with the storage received, if due 
caution was observed in hiring stores. With perhaps occasional excep- 
tions, in the long run the concern would sustain itself, but nothing could 
be counted upon to make deficiencies at other ports ; the merchants 
would object to being taxed beyond the amount of the rents paid, so 
that each port would have to bear its own burdens in this matter. 

Third. The additional number of officers required would depend very 
much upon the provisions of the bill to be enacted ; if the system is to 
be restricted tO'a moderate number of heavy articles, no great increase 
of force would be necessary ; but if it is to embrace all sorts of : things, 
and if fabrics to any extent are deposited, then the number of clerks and 
officers must be greatly increased ; at least I should presume, so, especi- 
ally if the merchant is to be allowed to enter single packages ; for in that 
event, whether they are inspected and valued at the store in which they 
are deposited, or are transferred to the a.ppraisers’ ; store for that purpose, 
there must be clerks to enter them in books, inward and outward, from 
the stores, and officers to attend to them at both places. The number 
of packages examined under such a system would be far' greater than, 
under the present, of course involving expense in some shape.: 

Fourth. The effect of this system upon trade at the. large ports would 
be, upon the whole, especially in regard to • manufactured 

; goods, more particularly drygoods. The general consequence of its 
adoption would be to cause shipments of the surplus stocks of other 
countries, whenever they had accumulated to any extent; and the 
merchant, not having to pay the duty, could extend his advances upon 
the goods, and could compass much larger quantities ■ than under the 
present system. , . 

The accumulation at this port, forinStance, would,- under such circum- 
stances, be large, and rapid, in - proportion to the depression ' in other 
countries, and as a neverrfailing- consequence, the goods would be- forced 
into the market at times when everything was. at the lowest point of 
depression here. I am of the opinibri that j}m:oxysms. in the market would 
be morefrequmt and mOre violent thaii under the present system— decidedly 


Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser,stiouisfed.org/ 

Federai Reserve Bank of St. Louis 



1842.] SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 557 

so. There would also be a coristant deposite of staple goods, such as low 
cottons, &c., for the supply of the Mexican and South American States, 
in the hands of commission merchants under advances, and, a,U experi- 
ence induces the, presumption that they would supply that demand at 
whatever sacrifice might -be necessary. The double object of realizing 
their advances and securing a commission, would tend veiw stronglv to 
that result. 

If any benefit is to be derived from the adoption of this system, it will 
inure entirely and exclusively to the lai-ger ports, as it is consigned 
merchandise, with few exceptions, that would be deposited, and four- 
fifths of it consigned on foreign account, which comes only to the princi- 
pal ports. 

Fifth. To prevent some of the evils which are manifestly incident to 
the system, the deposite should be hmited to one year; under no circum- 
stances should it be indefinite. 

Sixth. To this question there can be but one answer. It would lessen 
the receipts into the Treasuiy the first year, beyond doubt, perhaps 
materially. 

Seventh. The operation of the system, if made general, would be, on 
tire whole, injurious, in a national point of view, and its benefits would' 
accrue- almost exclusively to pmrms ^ large capital. The men of mode- 
rate meaiis, importing oh their own account, cannot afford to lie out of the 
cost of the goods ; they must, in most cases, enter and pay the duty on 
arrival,' and they will-constantly have to contend against the evils which 
an overstock of goods always causes, and which tvill operate with the 
greatest seventy when they can least afford to be oppressed by it. .One 
of the prominent evils of trade for years past has been a constant plethora 
of goods ; and anything which mitigates that, as cash duties certainly, 
to some extent, will, will benefit all traders on their own account, as 
well as the country at large. There need not be the slightest appre- 
hension or fear that cash duties will liniit the imports below the net 
proceeds of the exports, or at all, as long as the goods will pay a profit. 
The- wholesome restraint of the present system, for a year or two, seems 
absolutely necessary, if any hope of recuperation is to be indulged, and 
it would, I have ho doubt, be favorable to an increase of the aggregate 
revenue for a period- of three or five years to come. 

That any genercl advantages are , to be derived from the adoption of 
this system at the present time, to say the least, admits of very great- 
doubt; and, if made general,. it. will, I think,. result in pretty universal 
■ disappointment. If confined as it is, in fact, in England, to a few 
heavy articles, mainly raw produce, it will perhaps be beneficial. I 
think it would be, and.it will hot involve much additional expense; or, 
if confined to articles which pay a high specific duty, such as wines, 
liquors, sugars, iron, &c., its adoption would perhaps lead to no bad 
consequences. ' . . 

All inferences drawn from the 'working of the system in England 
would be entirely inapphcable to a general . system here ; the goods 
deposited, in the . first case, being Confined mostly to a dozen or twenty 
'articles, subject to duties of from 50 to 500 per. cent., averaging -perhaps 
150 per cent., arid, in the second,. numbering every species of produce 

Digitized for FRASER , 

http://fraser.stiouisfed.org/ ' - 

Federai Reserve Bank of St. Louis 



558 


REPORTS OF THE [1842. 

and manufacture that can be named, subject, on the average, to perhaps 
33^ per cent, duty ; the hardship of advancing the duty in the first case, 
being a very different affair from 'w'^hat it would be in the second. 

For the foregoing reasons I should advise, if adopted at all, the ■ 
restricting , the system for the present to a few, prominent articles, believ- 
ing that the making it general at this time would be an exceedingly 
hazardous experiment. . I am aware that these opinions are, in many 
quarters, and by some of my friends, considered altogether heterodox ; 
but as they are the convictions of my best judgment, I cannot withhold 
the expression of them. ' - 

I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS LORD. 

Hon. W. Forward, 

' Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 


Surveyor’s Office, New York, November 30,' 1842. 

Sir : I have duly received your letter of the 24th instant, in relation 
to the warehousing system, propounding several inteiTOgatories, &c. • 

To the ^7'st, “Whether safe and commodious warehouses. can be 
obtained without the expenditure of money by the Government iii their 
erection ?” ■ 

There is' no doubt but safe warehouses may be obtained on lease, and ' , 
without, any expenditure by the Government, but not so capacious as ■ 
they would build, or as would soon be built for them. : ' 

To the second, as to the expense being reimbursed by the storage. . 

I have no doubt but that in this city the amount of storage would fuliy' 
meet the rent, and something more, but to no great extkit, 

To the third, as to what number of additional officers, if any, would 
be required.' , ■ ' , 

This would, in a great measure, depend upon the extent of;the system 
and the size of the stores. If it should embrace all kinds of dutiaible 
goods, it would require a considerable number of stores, such as could ; 
now be obtained. It would probably require eight or ten . stores. Each. > 
store would require three officers; one to keep the books, one to receive ' 
the goods, and one to deliver them — ^^sayteh stores; three each, is thirty, 
and for the general storekeeper thrpe additional clerks; mcddng in aff 
thirty-three. And if it is intended to confine the debenture to such goods 
only as are put into the public stores, (which T should tlrink advisable,) 
it would lessen the necessity of having so many officers attached tO‘the 
custom-house ' as are now there, to , attend to tliis business— perhaps ' 
seven'; so that it might be assumed that it would require from tw;enty- ' 
five to thirty additional efficient officers. . - • 

To the fourth: What would be the effect of the system in the.'smaU 
ports, &c. ? I think it would_ increase the business of the largp ports 
without diminishing much the business of the smaller ports, as the goods 
imported direct to the sniall-ports are generally of the most bulky kind, ^ 
a.iid only in about .the qu&ntity wanted for consumption in the immediate 
neighborhood. . 
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To the ffth: Is it expedient to limit the period? I think it would be 
advisable to do so, and that, too, not beyond one year. , It is hardly 
desirable to have great quantities of goods' accumulate, ,to be thrown in 
the market at times when the regular dealers are least prepared to bear 
it, and thereby create a panic which would be likely to cause failures, 
&c., &c. The object which I suppose to be desirable, is to give reason- 
able time to the importer to determine whether his goods ^.re wanted for 
consumption in the market, and if not, that he may export them without 
being compelled to advance large sums in duties which he would draw 
back again on the exportation of the goods. It would be advantageous, 
also, as a depot for the making up of an assorted cargo for different 
markets, and thereby increase the business of the port, and probably be 
beneficial to the shipping interest. ? 

To t\ie sixth: What will be the effect on the revenue? For the first 
quarter it would lessen the receipts into the Treasury, and perhaps it 
would be so even beyond that time, and particularly if it goes into oper- 
ation at a dull season for business; but ultimately, and even for the first 
year, I think the actual receipts which would be left to the Government 
would be fully equal to what they would be without it. 

To the seventh: What would be the general influence, &c. ? Under' 
the system of cash duties, without a warehousing, system, the bulk of 
the foreign business would necessarily be confined to the large capitaU 
ists ; and as I suppose it to be the policy and the wish of the Government 
to protect and promote the industry of the active middling interest, as 
. far as it can be done with safety, I think it advisable, nay almost indis- 
pensable, that we should, with cash duties, have a warehousing system, 
and more particularly for goods which pay a high specific duty, such as 
spirits, wines, sugars, iron, &c., and such as require much time- to make 
the voyage and. do not come into competition with the productions of 
our own soil, or conflict with the manufacturing interests, from- the East 
Indies, from Russia, &c. 

Fam, with great respect, most truly your obedient servant, 

WM. TAGGARD, 
Surveyor and Inspector of Revenue. 

Hon. Walter Forw AM), 

Secretary, of the Treasury, Washington. 


New Yoric, December 10, 1842, 

Sir: I am directed by the Chamber of Commerce of this city, to 
forward to you the accompanying copy of a memorial from them to 
Congress, in favor of a warehousing system. 

1 I have the honor accordingly to srjbmit the same to you, with the hope 
that your favorable influence will be used in favor of its object. 

- I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, „ 

JNO. D. VAN BURENf 
‘ Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce of New York. 
Hon. Walter FoRWABb, ■ 

Secretary of the Treasury., 
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Memorial of the Chamber of Co7nmerce of the City of New York for a wa^'e- 

luntsing system. 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled : • 

The Chamber of Commerce- of the city of New York- respectfully . 
represents : That the sj^stem of cash duties on arrival of foreign' merchan- 
dise, instead of a warehousing system and cash duties on entry for con- 
.swnytion, is calculated to work mostinjuiiously against the best interests 
of our maritime cities, without controlling any beneficial influerice in 
favor of other interests, but calculated, dii'ectly and indirectly, to do , 
serious injury to all. 

It has .obeen, until a late period, the policy of the nation, from the 
beginning, to grant a credit on duties. This policy has been from time 
to time modified, with the desire and intention of changing the credit to 
a cash joayment on entry. To this (though of doubtful expediency) your ■ 
memorialists would not urge an objection; but by resorting to cash- pay- 
ments of on goods upon ammZ and allowing no warehousing, is a 
5 change so important, and practically goes.so far beyond what your memo- 
rialists believe to have been the, intention of Congress, that it is respect- 
fully conceived that a few brief remarks will fully illustrate the necessity 
of a prompt and immediate modification of the act of 30th August last-. 

Your memorialists understand that the leading objections to the ware- 
housing system are— 

First. That it would facilitate and encourage over or excessive irtiports 
which, though in warehouse or bond and not -entered, still would be at 
our doors, and so readily attainable as to thwart -the advancement of - 
tliose protected branches of industry which the policy of the nation deems 
expedient and just, should be advanced and prospered by a system of 
countei-vailiiig duties. 

Second. That it would be impracticable to establish at every port' of . 
entiy a warehousing system; that: the cost of constructing warehouses 
would exceed the ability of the Treasury; and that each port of entry 
would have a right to claim, under the Constitution, facilities granted to 
another. - . 

Third. That the system of warehousing would add to the perplexity 
already invol-ved in our revenue system, unnecessarily enlarge the 
patronage of the custom-house, and endanger or. expose the revenue to 
fraud. - 

In answer to the first objection, your memorialists would briefly state, 
their entire- belief that, by the* adoption of a warehousing system on a 
broad and liberal scale, one of the greatest difficulties and obstructions 
against which our home industry has had to contend, will be entirely obvi- 
ated. - We allude to forced sales at auction or otherwise of foreign 
commodities which, coming to the - importer under advances pi' costs, 
and charged also with duties and other money outlays, have no other 
means of realization. A warehouse system, on the contrary, would 
furnish, as in London and other leading marts, every facility of avoiding 
those forced sales, by the use of warrants or storage receipts, which ! 
enable the importer to raise money on the most iecdnomical terms,, and 
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to await a demand, either at home or be exported abroad ; and thus a 
steady market would be secured, instead of one subject to the fluctuations 
which have worked so much mischief to all interests. 

Your memorialists would here also remark that the practice of using 
warehouse warrants of storage receipts as a basis of credit, is calculated 
to work a favorable change in our present system of credit. In London, 
where the warehousing system is in full operation, a dock warrant, or 
storage receipt is, by law, a transferable security, and dhe holder thereof 
is regarded, ipso facto, the owner of the goods; and such would be the 
practice here if similar facilities existed. It furnishes a flexible and desi- 
rable security, because it represents actual property. It ceases of course 
to exist when the goods are entered for consumption. Thus credit is 
. made to rest upon property existing, and ceases when consumption 
begins; while with us a vast amount of paper exists and not yet ma- 
tured, long after the property which gave it existence has been consumed 
and passed away. ■ 

By a warehousing system we invite a regular supply of the produc- 
tions of all the world, and thus, at all our maritime towns, offer an 
iiiducement to all the world to come to us arid make up their assortments 
as well of our own as of foreign productions. This cannot limit the sale 
of our own productions. He who wants indigo, tea, coffee, and other 
articles our soil or skill does not produce, and also wants cotton, tobacco, ' 
beef, pork, flour, lumber, fish, and cotton' shirtings, and other articles 
which we do furnish and produce, will scarcely be induced to invest 
more largely in the productions of our soil dr our skill because he can- 
not obtain foreign productions of a totally different character ; but by 
being able to supply himself with all he may require,' we induce him the 
more to come to us, instead of compelling him to seek other depositories 
of general assortments where he can effect that object. 

So well are the advantages of a warehousing system known and under- 
stood in England, (a nation pecidiarly alive to every department of its' 
own productive labor,) drat it is there established, extended, and cher- 
ished on the most liberal basis. The history of its adoption there is full 
of useful instruction,, Until this system was established, duties were 
demanded in cash on arrival of merchandise. This led to the neces- 
sity, on the part of importers of limited means, to resort to forced loans 
or forced sales, at any price, and this, in turn, created a powerful circle 
of money lenders, who exacted their own rates and burdened com- 
merce most disastrously, and eventually drove it into few and exclusive 
hands. ■ ' . ' 

The doctrine, however, gairied favor, that, in all systems of taxation, 
care should be had to accommodate the collection, as far as practicable, 

. to the convenience of the contributor; and, as the evils alluded to were 
increasing and branching off in various channels, to the manifest injury 
of trade, a warehousing system, though at first met by signal and almost 
successful opposition from the circles alluded to, was finally adopted, 
and has gone on, from step to step, till it has reached its present condi- 
. tipn — a system so favorable to aU the abiding interests of the nation as 
to have contributed more, perhaps, than any other to make London what 
it is, the great centre of exchange for the whole commercial world, and 
/ VoL; IV. — ;36. ' ' 

^ ’ . • ' 
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reflecting its influence back through every channel to those, sources, of 
wealth, and power that render Great Britain what she is. 

In answer to the second objection against a warehousing system, your 
memorialists would simply state that the General Government will not, 
and need not be called on to contribute a dollar to the construction of 
warehouses. The law required. to b© enacted will state distinctly “that 
‘goods, wares, and merchandise, subject to duty, shall be entitled to the 
‘privilege of warehousing, p-owided safe depositories, so constructed as to 
‘guard against every possibility of fraud, be obtainable, and which said 
‘ depositories shall meet the requirements demanded by such rules and 
‘regulations as the collector, acting under and by the direction of the 
‘Secretary of the Treasury, inay from time to time establish.” Under 
such a law, -private enterprise, acting in open , competition, will at once 
furnish said depositories, and this competition will result in the greatest' 
economy in charges. and expenses of warehousing. These depositories- 
will be constructed to suit the character of the goods stored, and to 
facilitate their reception and delivery. -And the number and capacity of 
these, warehouses will keep pace with the demand for their use. 

The Government has simply to regard the system of safe deposite 
from shipboard as a continuance of the voyage. The expense of guard- 
ing against fraud, and attending to reception and delivery, fall on^ the 
goods, not on the Government; The Government should exact nothing 
on goods exported. It simply sees that the revenue is not' defi’auded., 
and, oh entiy of goods for consumption, collects the duty thereon in- 
cash. By this course, the whole system of debenture, with all its per-' 
plexities and liabilities to fraud, is got rid ofj and avast amount of labor* 
Eynd expenditure saved. 

Every port of entry can thus furnish its own warehouses equal to its 
wants ; and if not, then it results that the privileges of the system cannot 
be extended to it, and the safest 'will be most desired, equally by the 
importer, because this will occasion less cost in guarding against fraud, 
which cost he bears. . - . . , 

To the third objection (if not entirely answered already) it may be 
said, that the system of warehousing, is, in all respects, calculated to 
simplify the whole machinery of revenue, and limits fraud (if any can 
occur under it)* to the officers charged with the duty of guarding againSt 
it. And . as to fraud, it cannot he prevented , by bars and bolts so effec- 
tually as in the selection of competent and honest revenue officers;* for 
the best lock is powerless when the key is not in honest hands.- 

Your memorialists would take this occasion most respectfully to repre- 
sent to. Congress that, however just and right it may be, in adopting- a 
system, of duties for . revenue, andwith a countervailing tendency in favor 
of leading branches of industry, which,* for a time at least, require to be 
sustained against the action of -other nation's who. practice a similar sys^ 
tern, care should: be had that the interest of our commercial marine in no - 
case be neglected. The ship is as much the implement of trade arid of 
home industry, and is as much part* and parcel of bur maritime towns,- 
and as necessary to. the prosperity and the advancement of the. nation,. 
as the plough is .to the farm, the hammer to the workshop! or. the' spindle- 
to the. lactory; .The ship has. at least this peculiar claim over all other:*' 
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it is the indispensable nursery of the Navy. We can have rib Navy - 
without an active comiriercial marine ; and without a Navy, dr the means'' 
of constructing one, we are left exposed to the rapacity of any Pbwer 
afloat, who may exact of us, at any tinie, an abandoriment of that very 
system of home protection we deemi necessary to our prosperity ahdi' 
thus we mdy' find ourselves absolutely unable tO pr-otect' protection;- 
Unless we are ready, then, to abandon all participatiorr in the tr ade 
and intercourse with other nations, we must look’ to ouf conirhercial 
marine, and keep that in a condition of a fair and activhcOmpgtitiDn. It 
is already exposed, by the Operation of what are callhdyeaprocaZ treuries, 
to an onerous conflict. If to this we ask it to eficOunter' additidnai'’ 
obstructions,’ we may \vOrk its entire ruin. ■ ’ 

In conclusion,’ we \vould respectfully,- but; rrrOst earnestly invoke that 
protection to' our nraritirne cities and to-wns ’which will, at least, give tO 
any arid all of our feUow-citizens, Of small afe well as'Of Mrge meansj’a 
fair share of the foreign trade of the country, and vVhich h wafehousihg 
system will rireasurably secure; and without which systeih Our foreigh’ 
commerce must necessarily fall intO the hands Of the Very fCw of large 
means, or into the hands of foreign agencies, ’which cdn, by confirmed 
credits in Europe, control, by a bill of exchange, the ready means’ of 
meeting cash duties on arrival, to the exclusion of our own citizens, whO 
may not enjoy similar facilities. 

. ' JAMES D. OGDEN, 

President df the Chamher of Commerce. 
JOHN D. VAN BUREN, <Secretori/. 
New York, iVbrm&cr 19, 1842. 


Gollector’s Office, 'Newark, Decem&eir 5, 1842. - 
Sir ; In answer to the inquiries made in a cii’cular of the Depaftmeht ' 

■ of the 24th Ultimo, addressed to this office, respecting a general wa;re- 
house system, I have the honor to reply that— ' ' 

1. Safe and commodious warehouses can be obtained here' ’without ' 
expenditure by Government in the erection. 

2. Rents being low at this pOrU the prOspect is that the expense ' of 

leasing ’would be reimbursed by storage, for reasons stated under the 
ansxver to the fourth inquii’ 3 n . ’i ’ ‘ . 

^ 3. Not more than one or t’vVo additional officer'^ WOuld be’ necessary 

for conducting a warehouse system -with’ safety to Govefntnent, ahd' 
affording reasonable facilities to> importers.' Thebfficerkrequisite'’wOuld _ 
be a storehOiise-keeper, to give, attendance at all tirtiOsi 'and o^n in- ; 
spector. ; ■ . . ’. V 

4. There would*, under, such a: system, fie; ah increase, of businesk in’ ' 
this port. I so judge from the appficatiOhs that ’werC’ nfade' d^uHn^ the ’ 
last summer at this office to ascertain’ at what .price the storage' of goddS’’ 
could be procured, which, together with Cost of tt’ahspdiiattbn frdm 
York, (beirig'half hh hOur by ’riiRo'alH,y ■would’ Chirs'e thC’ expense’ t'O be'’ 

1 less than the storage there.’ My conclusion, fro m’dnfOrthafion' i’eC'ei’v’edV ' 

' 'w’as-, that storage could be ptbcufed at One-third, ofi the’ Cost imNeVV' ' 
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York, and that storage and transportation hence to New York would- be 
frbrn 15 to 20 per ceiit. less than the storage there. 

, 5, It wbuld, appear to be most expedient; for the purpose of enabling 
Government, to ascertain, with, some certainty, its prospective revenue, 
that the. time , should be not to exceed one year, . 

6. T)he effect of the system would, no doubt, be favorable to the rev- 
enue of this port the year following its adoption. 

My own views of the system, generally, in connection with that of . 
cash duties, are as follows . . . : , , . 

1. . The revenue' to Government wouW be certain, which hitherto, by 
bond, was. msecure and liable to loss, ; . 

2. It would be more generally favored by the mercantile conamunity, 

as giving advantages to the small capitahsts which have hithelto been 
confined to the larger capitalists. ■. •- 

3, The merqhant how being obliged to furnish or hire his own waie- 
house, he.'w.onld, under the ne\g. system, be enabled tp conduct his busi- 
ness at a smaller- expense, less inconvenience, and greater profit,' 

' . 4. The receipts of, storage, by a proper arrangernent, may be niade a 
source of ■.additional revenue to Government. 

5. Frauds on the. revenue would be better .prevented, and with greater 
ease detected. 

I have the honor to be, -sir, vejy respectfully, your .obedient servant, , 

a; GIFFORD, 

Hon. Walter -Forward, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Custom-Hovse,.. Philadelphia, December- 8, 1842. 

Dear Sir: On the receipt of your letter and circular, propounding 
inquiries in relation to the warehousing system and the revenue, addressed 
to us separately, we proceeded to consider them, with the assistance of 
the experienced deputies of this office. - Finding, however, that no con-, 
elusion could be reached so satisfactorily as one. to be derived from the 
opinions of the importing . merchants of this place, a circular was sent to 
each one of them, a copy of which is herewith Uahsmitted. We in- 
tended, tb embody their views, in a •communicatibn of our own; but,, on' 
receiving answers from some of them, it was concluded that you would . 
be better, satisfied whh the answers themselves.' Those received are 
therefore transmitted, and we, omit any views of our own, as they seem 
to beffuUy . covered' by these rephes. . . 

It will be observed, however, that there; are some inquiries not em- 
braced in the, circular, which are, properly answerable from this office. - 
The first is in relation to the additional assistance that would be required, 
if the warehousing system should be adopted; At this. -port if would 
require,;prbbably, -two additional inspectors: to act as storekeepers, with 
two assistants'to act -as clerks, and from ten to fourteen persons , to serve 
as watchmen and laborers, at an' aggregate expense of frona 17,000 tb i 
$8,000’ per annum. . This expense, however, would be ‘mbre . than covr , 
ered by the ambuht of storage received. It is, however, suggested 
that if fire system be adopted, persons should be , employed from time ; ' 
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to time, as the necessities of the- service, from increasing business, 
rnight require. At this port liotihore than oiip additional inspector;. and 
assistant. may be needed for the first six months or a year. ' . . ■ 

The second relates to the estimates of receipts at this port. „ We esti- 
mate theni to andount under the present tariff’ for the six months- ending 
oh the 30th of June, 1843, tO: $800,000, and, for the year ending on the 
30th June thereafter to $1,800,000 ; -but these estimates are conjectural 
in some degree, owing to the difficulties in arriving at certainty which 
you have suggested. , These', receipts will depend upon the continuance 
of the present tariff. ' If the duties be put at a lower fate, provided they 
be. not gi'eatly reduced, the amount of revenue will be increased. The 
loss of revenue during the short time twenty per centum ad valorem was 
charged under the compromise act, we . estimate to be about $140,000. 
So low a rate of duties would, it is manifest- From this fact, .greatly 
diminish the revenue, but a lower rate than the present, it is .thought by 
us, would increase it. , The result must, therefore, muGh depend bn 
lesfislation. - 

A third inquiry is,' in relation to home valuation. . In answer to this, 
we have to state, that at this port in eyery case -the home valuation was 
above the invoice price. On British dry goods and hardware generally 
the hoihe valuation tvas five, per cent, above the in vqich value of the 
goods, and the sarhe on goods imported .from Europe generally; We 
wiU transmit to you other answers to. queries put as; they come in. ; ' 

We are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants,' 

THOMAS, S., SMITH, ■ 

J. B., SUTHERLAND, 

Hon. Walter Forward, Secretary qf'the Treas2iry. 

Coulectok’s Office, .' 

' .Port of PHiEAl)ELPHiA, i)ecm6er,- 18-42. ■ ; 

The Secretaiy of the Treasury having requested me to furnish him 
\vith .opinions upon a variety of points, and among them those hereafter 
mentioned, it has' occurred to» me that the merchants are eminently 
qualified to give info rmatiohi' and that ; by .applying to them I should 
secure a hearer approximation to accuracy than in any 
at the same time afford them an opportunity of coinmunioating their 
ideas to the Government o'n- these important points. - ; Your views in 
relation to, the questions are .therefore respectfully asked; and, if it be not 
too much trouble; I shall-esteem it.a favor if you will oblige, by putting 
ahem in writing,' . ■ ' . ■ ’ ' . ■ ,.- -■ ■■ 

Very respectfully; yOur-nbedient. servant, ; ' 

- ;. THOMASES. SMITH,; Gh tor.-; -. 


I ’ Question 1 . ‘ If the warehouse, sy stern, .with a yie'w to the better, accom- 
toodation of the import business of the United States, should be adppted, 
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is .it likely that safe and commo.{JiQus warehouses can -be procured with- 
out the , expenditure of money -by the .Oovernment in their erection? 

2. Will the amount of storage received- .support the expenses of the 
systern., assuming that the privilege of warehousing should be universal? 

3. Is4t lik.eiy that a deficiency in the storage received in the smaller 
ports .would be mad,e up by the excess in the larger ports ? 

,4. W.hat woulfi be the effect of the S 5 rstem upon the trade pf the larger - 
and srnaller parts? .Would it change the relative a.dyantages .epjoyed 
by them under the present system ? 

.5. What would be , the proper limit to the period of the deposite, or 
. should' irtbe indefinite? 

,6. What will be .the effect upon the revenue at this port in the year 
next following its adoption? 

: 7. What will be the effect of the present tariff .upon the im.porta;tions 
up to the 30th of June, 1843, and what its effect up to the 30th of june, 

1814?" y ■ ' , y ■ '7" k-' ' ' y 

8. What effect' will the exhausted state of the country have upon 
importations 7 

9. How will the suspension of la,bor affect them, and to what extent ? 

10. What .effect will the suiplus importations now in the countiy,' if 

any, ha,ye upon thern? ■ ■ , 

11. Have not great saprifices been made, and do they not continue to 

be mafie, in the sale of merchandise ? ■ . 

12. What are the causes of the declension of the imports ? , 

13. How .faj.- is the declension OAviiig to the surplus in the rnai-ket, and 
how fair to the present tariffT? 

14. How far is it bwihg to other Causes? 


Philadelphia, December 6, 1842. 

Dear Sir : In compliance with your request I submit, with diffidence, 

I the following answers to the queries propounded in your .circular, of 
which you did me the honor to send me a copy: 

Question 1. I believe tha.t ample storage can always be procured 
without the expenditure of nioney by t^e Government in the erection of 
buildings; because, in the first place, tliere never has been a lack of 
Stores, even during the . periods when goods of aU'- descriptions Were 
imported to a most ruinous extent, and when the consequent depression 
■of the maiket caused the stocks.i'n the country to reach an unprecedented 
amount; and, secondly, because I believe that the inducement which 
every holder of the kind. of property: required would have to render his 
stores suitable for Government purposes, in . order to hkve a safe and 
permanent employment thereof, Would, very soon bring about an improve- 
ment inrithe larrangement of those already built, and a suitableness in 
those to be hereafter erected, which would entirely remove any appre- 
hended difficulty. A small outlay might, in the first instance, be 
required for books, but that is scarcely to be taken into consideration. 

' Qiestiori, 2. I belieY-C that, wci'C the warehousing system universal and 
(especially) fernyanent, the amount of storage received would be ample for 
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its support. This opinion is founded on the fact, that very few kinds of 
property pay a better profit than that which exists in the shape of storing 
warehouses, when such property is keptpn pretty constant use. ^ I think 
that even public stores, plainly but substantially erected, with the same 
attention to econom}'- that is bestowed by individuals in building for their 
account, would in time, and- that not a very long One, pay for -their cost. 
Although there never was a period when the low price of real estate and 
of labor rendered such a plan more feasible, yet the want of confidence 
in the permanency of this or any other system, and the objection to 
•building stores in the smaller ports, where they would not always be 
occupied, would perhaps render it inexpedient for the Government to 
resort to it, at least in any other than the larger ports. But that the 
system would support itself if private stores are used for warehousing, 
there Can be no doubt, because stores could be rented by the year at a 
rate so much lower than they can be had by the month, or, as in some 
cases, by the package, that it would enable the. Government, by estab- 
lishing a uniform and reasonable rate of charge by the month, rating any 
number of days over a month as a full month, to make as much on the 
storage as would contribute, in a great measure, if not wholly, to the 
pay of such additional storekeepers as, it might be necessary to appoint ; 
such necessity being, however, under a judicious arrangement, very 
problematical. , . .. 

Question Z. In the event of the Government’s erecting warehouses, it 
is very doubtful whether the aggregate storage which would be received 
in all the ports, would pay the expense of their erection — in other words, 
whether the deficiency of storage received in the smaller ports, would 
be made up by the excess in the larger ones. 

But if private stores be rented, each port will pay an amount of storage 
adequate to the maintenance of the .system in its own boundaries; 
because, if the importations are, small, so the extent of storage , required 
will be small; and if ten, five, or even one store be sufficient for the 
exigency of the place, no more than the required number need be rented. 

In the smaller ports, moreover, much of the expense of storekeepers 
would, in a great measure, if not wholly, be done away, the duties of 
the several revenue officers being there so light that the functions of in- 
spector and storekeeper might very conveniently be blended. It was so 
done in this port when the warehousing, system applied, though in a 
very imperfect manner, to teas, wines, spirits, &e., and that during a 
period when an unreasonable credit 'was allowed for the payment of the 
duties. . 

Question 4. I have not been able from the reflection which I have given 
to the matter embraced in this inquiry, to come to the conclusion that 
the system of warehousing would affect differently the. interests of the 
larger and smaller ports. What advatUages they relatively enjoy under 
the present system, it would puzzle a greater casuist to point out. 

Question 5. To this inquiry I would be understood to answer with 
great diffidence, as oh this subject there may be a variety of opinion, 
even among', the most intelligent and best informed. . Some are inclined 
to make a distinction between goods coming from a remote region, and 
those coming from countries cpm-paratively near. It appears to irfcj 
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however, that many of the evils .which flowed from the imperfect ware- 
housing system once in force' arose from this very distinction ; and as the 
answers furnished from other quarters will probably throw sufficient light 
on this point, I will resti'ict m 3 rself to this simple answer to the question-; 
I should incline to limit the period of deposite to six month from the date 
of importation. Should the goods, or any part of them, be talten out of 
store at any time previous, even the day after they are put in store, the 
duty on such portion to be paid in cash. 

.Qiiestion 6. The effect on the receipts of the Government at this port, 
'for the year following the adoption of the system, is a matter of con- 
(siderable uncertainty. Of course there will be a postponement in the 
receipt of the duties accruing this year, equal to the time the goods may 
be suffered to remain in store. This period may vary from one day to 
six months ; but it by. no means follows that it will extend in most cases 
to tbe latter period. On the contrai-y, many circumstances, brought 
into operation by the adoption of the proposed system, will tend to make 
it probable, hot only that the sales will be in general more active, and of 
course the payment of the duties accelerated, but that the, amount of 
impoitations, which, in the present state of things, is likely to be so incon- 
siderable, will be greatly increased, and the amount of revenue propor- 
tionately augmented. Taking-into consideration the operation of these 
causes, it is, therefore, probable, that if the warehousing system is 
adopted, the effect upon the revenue for the year next following its adop- 
tion will be of a more favorable character than if the present disastrous 
state of things is adhered to.. 

' QtieitfoTO 7.' The information sought in this inquiry can,- perha.ps, . be 
more satisfactorily gathered from the . returns in the possession of the 
collector, than from any speculative opinion, particularly from the returns 
of the importations commencing three or four months after the passage 
of the existirig tariff. Many of the operations from which these import- 
ations resulted were entered into previous to the operation of. the law, 
and were therefore necessarily consummated without reference to said 
law. The importations commencing after that period give a fairer though 
not entirely accurate idea of the probable amount to which they are 
likely to be reduced by the present tariff. I say inaccurate, because 
though checked, by the apprehension of the difficulties and embarrassments- 
consequent upon the payment of cash duties under so onerous a tariff, 
they are likely to be still more reduced after the difficulties and embar- 
rassments have been actually encountered, and after a portion of every 
importer’s capital meiged in the payment of these high duties, is with- 
drawn from his control, forcing him to depend upon sales which them- 
selves can only be. effected at a long credit, each succeeding- opera,tiori 
taking still more from his, active means, until, by a succes.sion of import- 
ations, the whole of his capital may thus be locked up; the result being 
that he must give up his business, or force sales at a ruinous sacrifice. 

, Questions S' and 9. .Presuming, that by the “ exhausted ' state of tfie 
country'’’ is- meant the , exhausted state of the ineans or capital of the 
country, I would reply generally, in ans-wer to the above inquiry,, that 
such a state of exhaustion, together with the suspension of labor, must 
necessarily tend to keep down, and to diminish still more, during their 

' ' ' • 
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prevalence, the importations of this or any other country, and conse- 
quently to reduce the revenue arising therefrom. To investigate the 
causes of such a state of things,, and to determine ho\v far they flow 
from the present itariff, and to what extent they would be remedied by a 
resort to the system now proposed, would extend much beyond the limits 
to which I am compelled, for want of time to devote to the subject, to 
restrict myself. It is hoped that the replies which will be made to these 
•inquiries, on the part of the committee of the Chamber of Commerce, to 
whom they have been referred, will throw the desired lighten the subject. 

Question 10. I have not sufficient accurate information in. regard to the 
extent of what is here terrhedi “ the surplus importations now in the country, '' 
and which, I apprehend, can onl}^ . apply to certain kinds of goods, to 
speak with certainty in answer to this inquiry. I can only say that the 
immediate effect must be to check any operations tending to increase 
such surplus, and. of course to keep down tire receipts from imports', until 
a revival of business, or something to produce an activity in detnand, 
shall promote the consumption and consequent reduction of the. stocks 
on hand. 

Question 11. the tendency of the cash duty system, under the 
operation of an oppressive tariffj.like the present, is to drive the importer 
with small means, to ruinous sacrifice in his sales, cannot be doubted by 
any one who will give, the subject the slightest reflection. That such is 
actually' the case, is seen from the memorial presented to Congress by 
thq Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, in which much stress 
is laid upon this circumstance. .1, answer the question emphatically, in 
the affirmative. 

And here may be found the clew to the desire entertained by sqme 
persons to. peipetuate the present system, which, though so ruinous to 
the npmerous class of merchants of small capital, may turned to great 
account and profit by large capitalists, both foreign and domestic. This 
class of money-lenders, or broker-merchants, if I may be allowed the 
term, whose business has hitherto been to lend their paper to such persons 
as are unfortunately compelled to resort to such an expedient, hominailly 
at the legal interest, but saddled with a charge of a slashing commission, 
and backed by the best security they can get,- would be highly delighted- 
ait a state, of things which would furnish them with an additional branch 
of business, where the Security would be undoubted, and- where the 
commissions might be measured by the exigencies of . the poor importer. 
They would, by furnishing the means to pay the duties, -the security 
being the goods themselves, establish a waiehousing system, 'with this 
odious feature, that they would be able when it sirited. them, to force the 
goods to sale, unless the owner bled a little more freely in order to put off 
a ruinous sacrifice. The effect of this system will be, that the active and 
industrious merchant with small means,, will be driven from his business, 
or forced to have recourse to the more aristocratic capitahst, who will 
take good care to make hirri pa.y smartly for -it. Nothing can be more 
repugnant to our republican institutions. The warehousing system, on 
the other hand, will release the merchant from this necessity, and remove 
that of having to sell at a heavy'-sacrifice. 

Question 12. The great declension in the imports of the country may 

.. * ' 
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be attributed to the combined operation of several causes, some affecting 
commerce generally, some operating more directly on particular -branches 
of trade, but all tehding to the same general result. 

These are, in the first place, the immense diminution in the active 
capital of the country brought about by the events of the last six years. 
This cause will, for some years to. come, continue to exert its influence, not 
only on our import trade, but on eveiy branch of industry in the country. 
Next, and of a more partial character, because of a more unequal applica- 
tion, is the operation of the present tariff. -Its effect is to force many to 
abstain from entering into any mercantile operation 40 the, articles highly 
taxed,, until its effects are better known. To these causes may be added 
the disastrous results which have attended the importations of many 
Irinds of goods during the last two years, the great amount of goods on 
hand, owing to thei difficulty of effecting sales, except at great sacrifice, 
during the present unsettled state of things, and lastly, and to a greater 
extent than is imagined, the inducements which are offered to introduce, 
articles of a nature that will admit of it along our extensive northeni 
frontier by smuggling. 

These and perhaps other causes, applicable to branches of commerce 
with which I am not acquainted, are now in powerful operation to reduce 
and keep down the importation of goods into the country. Some of them 
are only beginning to operate, and every day is adding force to their 
effect. In a short time many now actively engaged in business with 
small capitals, yet sufficient for their limited operations, must be driven 
from .their pursuits, if the present c,ash-duty system is adhered to ; and 
though it may he urged that this will merely transfer the business from 
the many to the few, , the policy of which, by-the-by, is greatly question- 
able, to say nothing of its anti-republican spirit, yet it by no means 
follows that commerce so monopolized would have the same activity and 
equally -productive results to the -revenue of the countiy as when it 
enjoys the advantages of a wholesome . competition. 

Answer to questions thirteen mid fourteen. To these tWo questions I 
candidly confess I am unable to give positive and satisfactory informa- 
tion. From the answer to the twelfth, query it will be seen that many 
causes are operating to produce the same effect. To apportion that effect 
among them, and to say so much of the declension is owing to this cause, 
and so much tO' that, is not, I think, within the a.bifity of any man. It is 
hoped that the answers which rvilR be received from the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Board of Trade, and other bodies, where the questions -vVill 
be submitted to committees, composed, as they ought to be, of persons 
engaged in the diffei'ent branches of commercial industry, will furnish 
the information in a more correct and satisfactory form. 

All I can say is, that I am convinced that whatever ariiount of agency 
in, causing a declension of imports may.Jbe traced to flow from the present 
tariff system will be found to gather strength and increase the longer it 
is suffered to continue. . '. 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. PERIES. 

Thos. S. Smith, Esq., , ' , ■ ; 

Collector of the Port of Philadelphia. ; 
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Philadelp.hia, December 9, 1842. 

Sir: We received your circular of questions, to which the enclosed 
• is our reply: 

Answer to question one. Storage can be procured for which the impdrter 
must pay, and the United States be put to no expense. 

Answer to question two. The storage wiU pay the expense, and, we 
-suppose, leave a surplus. 

Answer to question three. We think it would; byt the United States can 
:always:store goods, the importers themselves paying the storage. 

. Answer to question four. We think the trade would be divided as hete- 
tofore. 

Answer to question five. The deposite should remain not over twenty- 
four months, and then, if not removed,. and the duties paid, advertised 
•one month, and sold to pay duties, &c. . ‘ 

Answer to question sixth. We think it will make no difference in the 
revenue, whether the goods are • warehoused, as the goods that are 
imported this year will be sold within the year,- and the duties paid. 

.. Answer to question seven. The importations will be extremely small of 
such articles as pay large duties, and diat a smuggling will take place. 
Moderate, fixed, and settled duties would produce more revenue, small 
duties not offering a premium to smugglers. 

^ Answer to question eight. To maJte them small, we not having the 
means to pay for them except ill produce. ' 

Answer to questions ninth and tenth. Destroys the means to purchase, 
and therefore retards improvements. ' ■ 

Answer to question eleventh. There have been great sacrifices,' and there 
■are? still, but we think it will soon stop; the goods manufactured in this 
country will pay a small profit now. 

Answer to question twelfth. The overstock of goods in the country, and 
the return to specie payments, reducing the prices so low that there was 
a loss on importations.-' Imports will increase as soon as we export pro- 
duce sufficient to pay for merchandise. 

Answer to questions thirteenth and fourteenth. The declension is owing 
to the large stock in the market and the reduction of amount and 
increased value of the circulating medium, and not to the tariff', which 
measure should have increased the prices. 

We remain your obedient servants, 

KUTER & STILES. 

' T. S. Smith, Esq. . , - 

RHiLAnELPHiA, Hecmicr 7, 1842. 

Dear Sir: Your valued favor of the — instant is at hand, and with 
pleasure do I comply with your request, by answering your several 
inquiries as annexed. There is no doubt in my mind but that the ware- 
house system would be beneficial to the importer, without injury, if not 
to the decided benefit, of the revenue ; all of which is respectfully sub- 
mitted. Your obedient servant, D. W. PRESCOTT. 

Thomas S. Smith, Esq. 
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Question first- Is it likely that safe and commodious warehouses can 
be procured without expense'to Government? 

Answer. In most places it is probable that stores, good and safe, could 
be rented at an expense that would be more than covered by the receipts 
of storage. In most cases the importer could furnish warehouses, satis:- 
factory to Government. . 

Question second. WiU the storage received pay the expense of the; sys- 
tem, &c.,'&c.? 

Answer. With good management, I -should think the Government' 
wmbd derive an inconie that would overbalance the expenditures for 
■ rent. ' . 

Question third. Is it likely that the storage received in the smaller ports 
would be made up by the excess in the larger ports ? 

Answer. Under prudent arrangements, the gain in the larger, ports 
would doubtless cover the expense in the smaller, ports. 

Question fourth. What would be the effect of this system upon the trade 
of the larger and. sm.aller ports,. &c.? , . ' 

Answer. Would it not give importers with small means a better chance 
^ to cope with large capitalists, without, being Subject to the necessity, of 
' forcing sales to meet the duties ? . ' ' 

Question fifth. What would be the proper limit to the period of depos- 
i.te? ■ 

Answer. If an indefinite period was fixed: upon, (except upon peiish’^ 
able articles,) I can see no object on the part of the importer to hang up 
his goods out of market longer than prudence would dictate ; bonse- 
quentlythe Government would not suffer by having 'the time indefinite. 

Question sixth. What will be the effect upon the revenue at this,- port 
in the year next following its adoption ? 

Anstver. I cannot perceive that if would decrease the revenue, but, on 
. the contrary, might increase.it. 'If the interest of the importer . is pro-, 
moted, he is better prepared to. do his share toward giving an impulse 
to business, which, of course, would increase, the revenue. ^ 

Quostion seventh. What would be 'the effect of the present tariff up to 
the 30th of June, 1843 ; also, up to June, 1 844 ? . 

^ Answer: I should think the revenue would continue to decrease. Most 
of the importers of West India goods are Satisfied that the tariff should 
be modified so that molasses should not pay over two aird a half to three 
cents , per gallon ; bi'pwn sugar one and a half cents per pound ; white 
sugar two and a half cents per pound; and that tea Should: pay from 
I five to ten cents per pound, and coffee one. cent per pound. 

Question eighth. What effect w;ill the exhausted state of the country 
have upon importa.tions ? , . 

../Jwswer, -Probably curtail them. . . . 

■Question ninth. How will the suspension of labor affect them,, arid to 
what extent? , ■: , 

Answer. It js difficult to, form an opinion as to the extent. : We could 
better judge if we could .arrive at the relative amount paid for labor, 
Gompajed with active business times. If the person who once received 
one dollar for his labor, now get^ but tvventy-five cents, he cannot spare 
much for imports. ' 
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■Question tenth. What effect 'wrill the surplus importations . now in the 
country, if any, have upon .them ? 

Answer. To keep new. importations back till wanted. 

Question eleventh. '- 'H.B.ve not great sacrifices been made, and do they 
not continue to be made in the sale of merchandise ? 

Auiswef. Large sacrifices have been made, a.nd are constantly making. 

Question twelfth. What are the causes of the declension of the imports ? 

Answer. Numerous causes. The consumption has decreased for want 
of means with some, growing out of the.general prostration of business. 
One branch of trade acts on another; the importer suffers, and his suf- 
fering acts' on., the planter, manufacturer, mechanic, and laborer; part 
of his suffering is being obliged to advance a large part of his capital 
for ca,sh duties. . . • . • . ' 

Question thirteenth. How far is the declension owing to the surplus in 
the market, and how far to the present tariff? 

-.Answer. Under ordinary circumstances there probably would not be 
a surplus in market. The present tariff is severe upon the importer; If 
he has exhausted-his means in purchasing a vessel and cargo, it maybe 
extremely difficult for him to raise another capital (perhaps equal to half 
the worth of his cargo) to meet the duties before he can handle one dol- 
lar’s, worth of his cargo ; consequently he must let his vessel lay on her 
oars till by a heavy shave or sacrifice he can get enough to release his 
cargo. If by paying a proportion of the duties he could come into pos- 
session of part of the cargo, he rnight (if cash sales could not be made 
to a,dvantage) barter for the a?-ticles wanted to load his vessel, and thus 
make business for the manufacturer, mechanic, and grower. 

Question fouiteenth. How far is it owing to other causes ? ^ 

Answer. In foreign ports dur merchants are obliged to employ agents 
who charge .five to seven and h half per cent, commission in s(^e 
places, under a penalty of $500. Those same foreign agents can come 
into our. rnarkets without being necessarily obliged to pay commission on 
their goods. Our nrerchants need protection on this point. 


Philadelphia, Hecmfer 8, 1842. 

Dear Sir: I have received your letter of the 3d instant, containing 
certain interrogatories, which I have answered to the best of my judgment, 
and beg, herewith, to enclose you. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. W. ROCKHILL, 

Thomas S. Smith, Esq., 

Collector Port of Philadelphia. 

No. 1. To the first question I answer, yes. .1 have no hesitation in 
saying that ample warehouse room could, at all times, be obtained, 
without the Government incurring the expense of erecting warehouses. , 

No.' 2. I cannot doubt that it would. 

No. 3. Assuming that private warehouses would be hired by the Gov- 
ernment in the smaller ports, as well as in the larger, and that the price 
paid for them would be a charge upon the goods stored, I cannot see why 
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any deficienc}^ in the storage need occur in the smaller ports, if proper 
discretion in renting warehouses be observed. 

No. 4. I do not see any reason for supposing that the warehousing 
S5^stem would vary the relative adva,ntages between the smaller and 
larger, ports. 

No. 5. I am of the opinion that two years would be a proper limit to 
the period of dfeposite. 

No. 6. The enect of the system, in my judgment, would unquestion- 
ably be tO' increase the revenue at this port in the year next following its 
adoption. • ' ■ 

No. 7. I believe the effect of the present tariff wiU be to diminish the 
anrount of importations for the years 1843 and 1844. 

, No. 8. The loss of credit by the States and General Governrnentj in 
Europe, having put an end to our obtaining loans there, (which cartie to 
us in the shape of merchandise for several’ years past,) will i certainly 
.diminish the amount of ' importations for some time to Come. This loss 
of credit is what I conceive to be themeaning of the phrase, “exhausted 
state of the, country.” 

No. 9. The suspension of labor in the construction of roads and canals 
having necessarily caused the persons hitherto so occupied to be now 
employed in agriculture and manufacturing pursuits, must have the 
effect, to a considerable degree, of reducing the amount of foreign mer- 
chandise required. , 

No. 10. In my opinion, the surplus importations in the country wf/Z- 
have some effect in checking importations in 1843. But I think, it- wiU’ 
cease before the expiration of that year. ' 

No. 11. Great saerifices have been made-, and’ will continue t6 be' 
made, no doubt, during the early part of the yeai- 1843. 

No. 12. I have stated my impressions upon this subject in my reply” 
to the eighth interrogatory. 

No. 13. I am not prepared to’ assign to each of these causes & fixed pro- 
portion of the declension of our imports-; but believe that hoth hme had 
their effect; I beheve, however, that the main cause of the declension is 
to be, found in, my reply to the eighth interrogatory above referred to. 

No. 14. No doubt the sudden contraction of our circulating medium 
has operated conjointly and necessarily with ,ca,uses already stated, in 
diminishing the amount , of .importations, and causing a considerable 
• reduction in the consumption of them. 

Philadelphia, December 8, 1842. 

Sir: Your circular of this month, addressed to me, has been , duly 
received, and annexed I have the pleasure to transmit my answers to the 
different questions; which I do in as brief a manner as possible. 

Answer to question 1. There is no' dpubt but abundaht Warehouse 
rpom could be found, in case the Governrrient did not provide them; . 
although, after a few years’ trial of the waiUhouse system, no doubt they 
will find it to their interest to erect the. principal ones. 

No. 2. No doubt but that the- storage received would’ fully support and 
. exceed the expenses required in-superiritendencei ’ 
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No. 3. Should any deficiency arise in the smaller ports, which I do 
not think likely, it might be made up in the larger ones. 

No. 4. The warehouse system, or a credit on the duties, I deem indis- 
pensable on importations; the forTner, in preference to a fixed credit. 
Without either, the importations: must fall into a few heavy Capitalists’ 
hands, and become very liniited. 

No. 5. On liquors and wines, I should say the time should be unlimited, 
On other articles, five years would be abundant. 

No. 6. The effect; will be an increased revenue, should the present 
tariff be revised and modified. 

No. 7. The effect of the present tariff, up to the 30th June, 1843, will 
be productive of very little revenue; the duty on many articles afcting as 
a prohibition; add to which, the cash system, which puts it out of the 
power of a very large proportion of the importers to meet, except on a 
very hmited scale. The same causes would still lessen the importations 
for 1844;. except a national bank, or some moneyed institution should 
be created, so as to form a currency and regulate the exchanges. 

No. 8. So long as the exhausted state of the country remains. So long 
will the importations remain on a limited scale. 

No. 9. My pursuits' do not allow me to answer this question in a satis- 
factory manner. 

No. 10. I do not consider there are surplus importations at present in 
the country; but, on the contrary, very light . stocks ; iri British manu- 
factured goods, particularly. 

No. 11, Great sacrifices are made, and; continue to be made where 
sales are, effected, on merchandise. 

No. 12. In part, the small demand anticipated from the trade, and the 
uncertainty what the duties might be on the late fall importations. 

No, 13; There whs no surplus: stock in the face of the fall importations. 
If affected at all, the reasons are given in No. 12. 

No.. 14i I consider the low pricesarising principally from over-pro- 
duction — by ovei-productipn I mean excessive home manufactures — 
added to the want of a sound currency in the different States. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. C. CARD WELL. 

Thomas S. Smith, Esq; 


Custom-House,. Collector’s. Office, 

Baltimore,.. Norcireier 29, 1842. 

Sir : In- replying to • your communication; of the 24th; instant, on the 
subject of the warehouse system,, which I do at the earliest day practi- 
cable, I answer the several; qUestions therein; asked in;the order in which 
they are proposed. . 

First. It is my opinion that 'warehouses could be obtained on lease, 
which;, without expense to the Government, .could be made safe and 
commodious, and without the expenditure of money hy tho Governrnent 
in their ere’ction. . 

<v 
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Second. I believe that, under a proper system, the amount of stor- 
age received would reimburse the expenses incurred for the rent of 
■ warehouses at this port, and that, should the privilege of warehousing be 
universah' the deficiency which would take jnace in the smaller ports, . 
would be made up by the excess in the larger. 

Third. So much would depend upon the details of the system, that 
what is now advanced in reply to this question, is altogether conjec- 
tural; that the numiber of officers and clerks would be increased, let the 
details of the system be what they may, I may venture to assert, but to. 
what extent 1 cannot pretend to give an opinion. 

jPoMrt/i. The effect of the system upon the trade of the larger and 
' smaller ports, would be equal and beneficial; it would leave the several 
ports to enjoy the advantages of their natural positions, and to reap the. - 
benefits resulting from the skill and enterprise of their inhabitants. . 

Fifth. I believe it to be expedient to limit the period in which duties 
must be paid to two years; and no article to be entitled to benefit of 
drawback, that had not been deposited and remained in public store 
until taken out for exportation. The time within which exportations for 
drawback would be allowed might remain, as under the present laws, 
three years, or be indefinite. 

Sixth. It is impossible, under the present embarrassed and unnatural 
position of commercial affairs, to say what the effect of the system- 
would be upon the revenue accruing at this port in the year next fol- 
lowing its adoption ; but it may, I think, be safely affirmed that when 
commercial matters resume their ordinary course, the adoption of the 
warehouse system, comparing it with the present system of cash duties, 
would not cause any falling off or diminution of the revenue at this port. 

Seventh. In communicating my views of the system generally, I am 
clearly of opinion that,, taken in connection with cash duties, it should 
be adopted — not that I believe the system, taken by itself, to be the best 
one for the commerce of this countiy, but where, the duties are required 
to be paid in cash, some such measure appears to be called for. -The 
sj'^stem of cash duties having a tendency to throw the' whole importa- 
tions of the country into the hands of the rich capitalists at the larger 
, ports, giving to them the control of the markets, and enabling them to 
regulate and enhance the piices of many important articles of primary ' 
necessity, to the detriment and injuiy of the mass of the .community, 
and making the smaller ports tributary to the larger. This tendency 
would be checked by the adoption of the warehouse system, \yhich, 
would diffuse among the whole community equal facilities in the pay- 
ment of duties to the Government, and leaving all to apportion their enter- 
prises to theircredit and means. What is said above has reference to the 
systenrof cash duties and warehousing.- If I am permitted, I would say 
that a system of short credits, with the option of warehousing, would be 
■ preferable to cash duties, and give more enpouragement to foreign trade, 
increase the revenue, and without much' risk of loss to the Government. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

- , ■ . ■ N. F. WILLIAMS,: Collector. 

Hon. Walter Forward, 

Secretary, of the Treotsury. 
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: : . - ^ Surveyor’s Office, - 

Custom-House, Baltimore, November 28, 1842v 
• Sir : In reply to the circular of the Department of the 24th instant, 
requiring information relative to the policy-'and practicability of a gen- 
eral warehouse system, I have the honor to state, in the order the inter- 
rogatories are proposed, that — ' . ' ' . . ^ 

1st. Warehouses of a suitable description can be readily obtained. 

2d. I beheve that the establisheti rates of storage would not only be 
sufficient to pay the expenses of the system a,tthe.large ports, but would 
yield an excess .applicable to the expenditure at smaller ports ; and I do 
not deem it probable that the adoption ©f the system would impose any 

■ charge upon the revenue.. , 

3d.- To conduct a warehouse system at this port with security to the 
linked States and facility to the merchant would ndt require . any addi- 
: tiOnal' force. Two of the. inspectors might be detailed as storekeepers, 
who would keep records of all goods deposited and . .delivered, and of 
storage due, collect the same, and renderverified. statements.of the same 
quarterly. , ^ 

4th. The effect of the proposed system upon the relative trade of' the- 
..larger and smaller parts would be to aid the '.smaller. ports, because, the 
present system of cash duties, requires; a .command of . arnple capital, 

■ .which'is enjoyed more extensively at. lar^e ports, ajid the , change to a 
credit and, deposite system would give facilities which at present do not 
exist. The importer could make sales without being. .compelled to pay 
the duties in cash. / . 

■5th. It would seem to' me. expedient to' limit the period of deposite to 
one year — a space of time sufficient to enable, him to avail himself of the 
home market or of exportation.' If this period of time was extended or 
made-'indefinite, it would invite speculative importations, which have 
heretofbre beeii attended with such disastrous results to the n.ation. 

6th.' I have no doubt that the'system would, increase the. revenue of 
this port in the year after. its adbptibh.-'; ■ . 

7tn. The adoption of the proposed plan seems to possess advantages 
over any other system. While the United' States are secured, capital- 
iks of moderate means are afforded facilities which they do not possess 
under the present arrangement; 'and in the indirect. trade, where goods 
are imported .with a.view to .exportation to a foreign .market, the ware- 
house system would offer great facilities,- as no outlay of ;capital Would 
be required from' phe importer to pay duties,, and he 'could export them 
within the limited; period of deposite, subject only to the retention duty 
of 2J per cent. If the system' should be adopted, rthink it would be 
very important that the 'merchaht having- goods deposited for duty in 
. pubhe store, should be" permitted to q-ssigw- Vat the 'custpih-house- any 
goods so deposited until the expiration of the, period of deposite. Subh 
transfer, while.it acco.mmodates'the importer, does not lessen the secu- 
V ri'ty. of the United States. 

In conclusion, I beg leaVe 'to state that the system, now in operation, 
of cash duties, appears to be equally injurious to the United States 'andl 
the mercantile 'com mu nity. ' ' • ■ ". ■■ 

VoL. IV.— 37. 
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I have the honor to be,, with great consideration, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM PINKNEY, Surveyor. 
Hon. Walter Forward, iSecretary ^f/tc Treaswry. 


• ■ Custom-House, Georgetown, iVbz)eni&er 26, 1842. 

Sir : In reply to your circular of the 24th instant, I beg leave to state 
that no merchandise having been imported into this port since my 
appointment to this office, I feel that my inexpeiience in regard to the 
matters embraced in your inquiries would made it improper for me to 
venture any suggestions for your guidance. 

The private warehouses here have ever afforded all the accommoda- 
tions required by our merchants in our seasons of greatest commercial 
prosperity, without expense to the. Government, and that would likely 
again be the case in the event of any great augmentation of trade with 
US' hereafter. 

In regard to your sixth interrogatory, I have to state that there is no 
prospect at present of any revenue accruing here next year. Our com- 
merce is considerable at present, but entirely coastwise. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, ' 

H. ADDISON, Collector. ■ 

Hon. W. Forward, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Custom-House, Alexandria, , 
Collector’s Office, Deceai&er 6, 1842.; 

- Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of 
the 24th November, in relation to the warehouse, system, requesting 
information on the several- points therein enumerated, together with 
such suggestions in relation to the policy and practicability of the system 
as mj'' experience will enable me to furnish. 

In reply, I have to state that neither my experience nor my knowl- 
edge will justify my offering an opinion with any degree of confidence; 
but my impressions of the system are decidedly favorable, and they are 
strengthened by the Concurrence of merchants: and others with whom 
I have conspire, d. ^ , 

To the several interrogafories, I have to reply as follows: 

1st. Safe and ,comrn,odious warehouses can be procured at this port. 
2d. I am unable to say whether or not the storage received would 
reimburse the- expenses in the aggregrate, or whether “ the deficiency 
in the smaller ports would be made up by the excess of receipts for 
storage in -the large ports,” but would respectfully suggest, that, in the, 
smaller ports, the importer should make selection of the warehouse 
jbtmself, and pay all the expenses of putting into store, storing, and 
delivering: the receiving and delivering to be under the inspection of. a 
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revenue officer,, and the' key of the warehouse to be under the charge 
of the surveyor, or some other officer of the customs. 

3d. The number of additional officers requisite will be few, if any, as 
the weigher and measurer, and inspectors, will generally be able to 
perform the additional duties. It may be necessary, occasionally,! to 
employ one or. two temporary inspectors; the annual expense of which 
will not, in all probability, exceed one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty dollars.' Salt will be the principal article warehoused at this port. 
Most other merchandise, if not all other, can be stored in . the public 
stores already o'wmed b}'' the United States. ’ 

4th:' The system proposed would iiot, in rhy opinion, disturb the 
relative advantages enjoyed by the lai'ger and smaller ports at present. 

5th. It would, in my opinion, not “be expedierit to limit the period 
of deposite.” If the system be beneficial, there might, after goods had 
been deposited one year, be just as good reason for extending the priv- 
ilege as at the tirne of importation. If limited at all, I would suggest 
the time within which exportation for drawback is at present allowed, 
sa}’’ three years. . ■ 

6th. “ Wh at will be the effect of the system upon the revenue accruing 
at the port of Alexandria, in the year next following its adoption?” 
Afiswer. It is believed that few persons at this port will avail them- 
selves of the proposed system, except the importers of salt ; and of those, 
such only as receive their salt too date for the spring fisheries. Such 
importations wiU probably be warehoused until the spring next succeed- 
ing. The duties the first year will probably not be reduced more than 
fifteen or twenty per cent., which will in future years be more than, 
recompensed. 

7th. I may remark, in addition to my impressions expressed at the 
commencement of this communication, that I can see no reasonable 
objection to the tVarehouse system in connection with cash duties, other 
than the additional labor, and consequent increased expense in the col- 
lection of the revenue; which, I presume, cannot be very great in 'the 
larger ports, arid in the smaller must be very trifling. ■ 

The advantages that have occurred to me are, that, although it will 
give to the merchant of limited means increased facilities, yet there will 
be no such inducements for excessive importations as when credits were 
extended, and ad'venturers, both native and foreign, were enabled to 
raise a capital out of the duties, and trade upon the credit given them 
by the Government. 

The plan now proposed, when carried' fully into operation, must cause 
more sfabihty and uniformity than either the former or present systems; 
avoiding the dangerous extension caused by the one, and preventing, 
to some extent, the rnonopolies, which are fostered' by the other. As 
the amount of duties collected will be governed by the actual wants of 
the people, the revenue must gradually increase with the growth of 
the country, and consequent increased demaiid for foreign products. 

Regretting my inability. to throw more light on the subject, I have the 
honor to subscribe myselb very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' ' JOS. EACHES, Co??6cror. 

Hon. Walter Fokward, iSecretojy ^ Treas«rt/. ■ . 
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Collector’s Office, Richmond, VA., Z>e!(.'mJcr 8, 1842. 
Sir.: Your letter of the 2'4th ultimo was duly received. On the sub- 
ject of it, to wit: the general warehouse system, I have no experience 
• at all. Since its receipt, I have had conversations with several of our 
merchants, among whom there is a contrariety of opinion as to its effect 
in this' district. However, in one particular they all agree; and that is, 
' that if cash duties are to be required, the warehouse sy stem will be 
indispensable. ' - : ^ 

• In answer to your first question 1 would reply, that ! think safe and 
commodious warehouses may be procured on lease by the 'Government, 
2d. Although in the small ports the expense might not be reimbursed 
by the amount of storage, .yCt I should suppose-' that the deficiency would 
be made up by the excess of the receipts for storage in the larger ports ; 
the system thereby supporting itself, without burdening the revenue. 

■ 3d. I do not think any additional officers would be necessary in this 
’ district, as I do not expect the importations would be so large but what 
all the duties might be performed by the officers now attached to .the 
customs. If I should be mistaken in this view, any necessary officei 
might be afterward appointed. Not knowing what the peculiar duties 
of officers attached to this service are, I cannot advert to them as 
required. ' , . ' • 

, 4th. There is a diversity of opinion anaong our inerchants as to wh'ai 
would be the effect of the system upon the trade of the larger and smallei 
ports; some expressing the opinion that the larger would be benefited- 
and the smaller ports injured^ and others taking the opposite ground 
that the smaller would be benefited to the injury of the ’larger. Tht 
smaller ports might be benefited if, by reason of the system being 
adopted, merchants of small capital should be induced to import, whicr 
would probably be the case if they are not required to pay the casl 
for duties upon the importation of their goods, but are allowed, to store 
them and not pay the duties until they are talien from the warehouse. 

5th. I think it would be inexpedient to limit the period of deposite o 
goods. That should be indefinite. 

6 th. It is impossible to say what will be the effect of -the system upor 
the revenuedn this district in the year next following; but my impres- 
sion is, that for a year or two very little . effect would be produced.’ I 
the sy.stem should be adopted and hocome permanent, it may be bene- 
ficial in its results; but no system, unless' ib be permanent, cw be reliec 
upon. . ■ ■ ' . ^ 

7th. The foregoing is the best answer I can give to tliis query. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS NELSON,- 

The Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. ' ' 


Collector’s Office, Petersburg, DecmSer 1,. 1842. 

, Sir: In obedience to your circular under. date of the 24th ultimo, ! 
will reply to the series of questions in the prder therein stated, with tht 
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reasons pro and con.) as far as my limited knowledge of the subject may 
suggest. . ,, 

Although my own opinion has been averse to the warehouse system, 
especially as it regards the smaller ports, yet there are some reasons in 
its favor which ought not to, be overlooked. 

QiiestiorrX. “ Is it likely that safe and commodious warehouses,” &c. 
Answer. I have no doubt that commodious warehouses could be pro- 
cured on lease here, but there might be some difficulty, in obtaining such 
a.s are fire-proof. ■ I should not, however, think it necessary, at so small 
a port as Petersburgj to have .a Government store permanently leased. ’ 
A warehouse, or apartment, I thinkj might be obtained temporarily, to ~ 
be used when required, under Government locks. , - 
Question 2. “Would the expenses be reimbursed,” &c. 

Answer. I am of opinion that the expense of a Governmeht warehouse 
in Petersburg would not be reimbursed by the amount of storage received, 
unless the proposed system should cause much larger importations than 
are now made, or unless store-rooms rented temporarily, as occasion 
might require, were employed, and the storage charged pro rata to the 
owners of the goods. The chief imports here are dry goods, and the 
importers are men of capital, who, under the cash system, import goods 
in the spring and fall for immediate sale. The warehouse sj^-stem would • 
not much affect this class, nor would the amount of storage be' much 
increased by the deposite of dry goods. ' 

Question Z. “ What number of additional officers,” &c. 

Answer. In regard to this point I remark that- an additional officer 
would scarcely be necessary at this port, unless the contemplated law 
should require duties to be performed of which I am not at present 
aware. On this point T ctmnot speak decisively. I think it probable 
that such an officer would not find at this port constant employment. ' 
The, multipHcation, of officers, and consequent expenses, is one of the 
worst features- of the warehouse system,’ . , 

Question 4. “ What wpuld be the effect on thq, trade of the large and 
small ports,” &c.. 

Answer. 1 have to observe, under this head that the trade in , the 
, smaller ports does not admit of cargo* sales, nor often of extensive prompt 
sales of any one article ; and under the system of cash duties an importer. 
cannot safely venture on a cargo of iron or sugar, or any other article on 
which high cash duties are required, though he might do so without 
difficulty under the warehouse system. 

■As to the drjr goods, though the proposed plan might not be so neces- 
sary to the importer of them, yet he might, and no doubt would-, avail 
himself of the facility offered to make earlier and larger ii-nportations, so 
as to be able at all times to have- an adequate supplj^ of goods on hand, 
and might order them at such seasons as they could be more easily pro- 
cured and transported. ' - 

If the warehouse, system Were universal, I do not see that it would 
affect the relative advantages of the small arid large ports; but if partial, 
as in England, it would benefit the latter at the expense of the former. 
Question 5. “ Would it be, expedient to limit the period,” &c. 

. Answer. The- interests of the revenue might render it expedient to , 
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limit the period of deposite to one year, and the importer could not be 
much damaged by the rejection of a longer period. But I am of opinion 
that it would be. better to vary the time according to the nature of the’ 
goods. Those on which the duty is low, and such as are of a' perishable 
nature, or subject to Waste, might be limited to a shorter period ; ' while On 
wines and spirits, or salt and iron, on which the duty is high, and some 
of thpm of slow sale, a longer term might be allowed. 

Question &. “What will be the effect on the revenue,” &c. ■ 

Answer. /a Xh.^ proposed system should not enlarge the amount of 
imports, the effect would be to prolong the payment without increasing 
the amount of duties; but I think it probable the revenue would be 
inereased by the exclusion of cash duties. ' • ’ ; 

Question T. “ 'Views of the system generally.” ' ‘ ' 

Answer. Under the cash system importers must necessarily restrict their 
ordprs as near as possible to suit their immediate sales, while under the 
proposed system of warehousing their orders would be more, extensive. 
They would thereby have aportioh under Governrhentlpcks until Wanted 
for sale, and ultimately have the option of a foreign market, Svith the ben- 
efit of drawback, if a demand did not exist at home after a.sufficient trial. 
And here I would observe that the proposed system is eminently suited 
to secure the laws of drawbacks, and close the door on fr auds to which 
they are now exposed. 

I would remark that some articles of prime necessity; should al\yay,s 
be abundant in the markets to prevent a monopoly in the hands. of a few 
holders. I will instance .salt, the principal demand for which is at a 
season when-there is the least inducement for ships to visit the; ports of ; 
Virginia. To pay cash duties for this article in the summer,, and hold it 
till the winter, involves too great an outlay of capital and loss of interest. 
The prime cost of salt is small, and it is the only profitable ballast ; that 
ships from Liverpool .can bring to our ports. Hence it is obvious that 
our ship-owners are deeply interested in the warehouse system. Which 
would enable them to ijring return cargoes of this article at a season 
when they could get nothing else. 

The farmers also would be interested, in being able to procure, an 
article of prime necessity, without *being subjected t6 the high prices 
which monopolists might require from its scarcity. An abundant supply 
of any kind of merchandise wdl always insure a regular market and ' 
moderate prices. ' The remarks applicable to salt may, in a great nieasure, 
apply to iron and other articles. ; ' ' ■ 

In. the event of a sudden collision with the country from Which bur 
chief supplies are received, the warehouse system would operate favoiy 
ably to us. It might, also, in some degree, I'elieve the; present eominer- ' 
cial pressure. , . ' , ■■ , 

I would remark, further, that the present cash syrtem is: calculated to 
give the Wealthy merchant who has ample funds, a monopoly of many : 
articles, to the exclusion of the class in more moderate cu'cumstances. 
He can often secure the trade in his .own hands, , and charge, his own 
price, while those who cannot afford . to pay high cash duties are shut • 
out from the trade! The warehouse system would place the rich and 
poor merchant on the same footing. ’ . ; , ; 
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In making the above suggestions, I would not be understood as giving 
either the cash or waj'ehouse system the preference over. the old credit 
system of bonds at three and six months, which seemed to answer the 
purpose of the revenue, and the convenience of the merchant, without 
burdening the former with expenses, or oppressing the latter by the rigors 
of prompt payment. / , . ^ 

All which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 

JNO. W. CAMPBELL, Co/toor, 

Hon. W. Forward, : 

, Secretary of the Treasury, Washington city. 


' . Custom-House, Norfolk, December 6, 1842. 

Sir : I have received your circularjetter of the 24th ultimo, announcing 
your intention to bring before Congress, at its present session, the subject 
of the warehousing system ; respecting which you propound certain 
inquiries, and invite suggestions as to its practicability and policy. I 
have reflected on the subject as one of much public interest; and though 
' my position and official duties have not been of the character to acquire 
any great information respecting it, I propose to respond, as due to your 
application, to the several heads of inquiry. 

1, 2. I can anticipate no difficulty in procuring safe and commodious 
warehouses without expenditure of money by the Government in their 
erection. Where there are not already public stores, and where these 
are' inadequate, uncustomed goods might be stored in private buildings, 
care being taken previously to ascertain their security, and the control 
over the articles (deposited being, with the officers of the customs. In this 
case, all expense of cartage, labor, hire,. &c., should be borne, as the, law 
has always appeared to require, by the owner. , This , plan, however, 
would bring no profit tO the Government, even in the large ports, to 
remunerate it for the expense of the additional officers who would neces- 
sarily be required ; and I cannot think that erecting, purcharing, or 
leasing warehouses, would be found to lessen the cost consequent on the 
adoption of the proposed system. I cannot, therefore, tliink it would 
support itself. . Indeed, the universal adoption of the system, without 
reducing the present number of. ports of entry, would most largely 
increase the numberof public officers; arid thereby burden the Treasury, 
and be liable to be taken advantage, of to defraud the revenue, paiticur 
larly if the right of transhipment from port to port was' permitted before 
the payment of duty. The requisite limitation might; perhaps, be made 
by discriminating between the large and second rate ports, on the one 
side, and the Smallest class of ports of entry on the other. Such a dis- 
tinction already exists, in respiect to- the entry of vessels arriving from 
beyond the Cape, of Good Hope; and the, safety of the revenue has dic- 
tated a similar distinction in- respect to the privilege of export for draw- 
back. It would not appear a gi'cater inequality between the several 
ports of entry, to designate which of them should be places of deposite 
for uncustomed gpods. 

3. The number of additional officers would depend, first: oh the extent 

Digitized for FRASER 
iittpV/fraser.stiouisfed.org/ 

Pederai Reserve Bank of St. Louis 


584 > ; REPORTS OF THE [1842. 

' of the- esxperiment— whether' it is to be confined' to a certain class of ports, 
or to embrace all the present ports of entry. Second : whether the imports 
, are to be received into public or' private stores. In the first case, the- 
office'rsjwQuld' be expected to loolr to the preservation in proper condition, 
as well as. to the, safe keeping of -the property;; while, in the other, a 
general supervision would alone be necessary .to prevent delivery without 
permit;, and, therefore, a smaller .number would suffice. What ratio 
the number of receiving officers- shoold bear to those now principally 
employed only in attending to the discharge of .cargoes, would be varied 

. in di.fferent ports by the nature of the cargoes, the time of the. arrival,, 
whether regulariy, or many at once. I should think it might safely be 
put dbwn as one tq four. 

4. In periods of expantion of the currency, the operation of the pro- 
posed system would probably tend to concentrate commerce, since the 
large excess over therimmediate .demand then likely to be introduced,, 
could be more readily distributed, as required from the great, centre of 
trade. When-; however, imports ai'e made only to nieet existing demands, 
the opportunity afforded of saving the advance of duties, while the article 
is at tnehame trine readily commanded, may perhaps induce direct im- 
portations to the points .of consumption. But the import trade, is alreaely 

■ so much concentrated, that I cannot think any permanent or general 

change will .be made in it. • . . , ’ ■ 

5. A limitation in point of time to the fight of Storage should he regarded 

as ' all-importaht ; and twelve months •'Would tiiost probably be long 
enough. ’ . , _ 

6. The trade of this port, in tlremext twelve months, will beincreased 
by the warehousing system being adopted.. For, first, our liierchants 
will avail themselves of the opportunity of releasing that portion of their 
capital now employed in paying duties, which they say is equal to that- 
invested in the purchase of foreign goods; being for the most part West 
India' produce, and by that means increase their exports, SecOiidly, 
they now discourage the consignment of goods to their care, as they will 
be required, immediately on receiving the consignment, to advance the 
duties in cash. Inability to do this would not only cause the loss of the 

■ particular operatiorr, but affect injuriously their future credit and buti- 
ness. The right of deposite until a sale could be. effected, would relieve 
them from this apprehension, and induce them to extend their commis- 
sion bu®i'^®®.®’ the present time, too, trade is greatly contracted, 
from the apprehenSiorr of a reduction of. the tariff at' the present or the 
next session, and that importations which may be on hand will be brought 
into- competition with, those made under a lower rate of duty. There 
w’ould;be less risk, of such result while the. article remains with the ' 

, officers of the customs until sold, as the neW rate would probably be 
made to -apply to such.: • ■ . 

7. The introduction of the warehousing system into our revenue code 
•would greatly mitigate the' prevailing commercial, distress, give steadi- 
ness to trade by discouraging large importations to meet temporary 
scarcity, and (by enabling our. merchants to depend on their own pru- 
dence and enterprise alone, not. subjected to the improvidence and recltT 
lessness of others, as was the case ' under our late system of personal 
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seeui'ity) greatly contribute to elevate our commercial character. With- 
out this change or a. return, to short credits for duties., trade for the next 
year will be veiy much, restricted. This in itself may be a benefit to-, 
the country, but will be seriously felt by those immediately interested. 
The only objection to the measure proposed seems to be in the addition 
it will cause to the number of public officers, and the expense which 
may attend it.. Whether this is sufficient to counterhalarice its benefits 
I have not formed, opinion, and I am not' a proper judge if I had 
done so,. , ‘ . 

■ In submitting these, reiharks, in obedience to your instructions, I only 
regret that they are so little calculated to add to your information on the 
.important subject to which they refer, so deeply affecting tire public 
interest. 

, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 

CONWAY. WHITTLE, Uolfector. 
Hoh, Walter Forward, ' . ' 

Secretary, of the Treasury. 


District OF Norfolk AND Portsmouth, . 

■ Na.val' Office, Wormier 30, 1842. 

Sir: Since the receipt of your letter of, .the 24th instant, propounding 
certain inquiries, to me relative to the policy and practicability of a gen-, 
eral warehousing system, I have been much occupied in examining into 
the subject, and procuring all the information I could from the most 
■intelligent and experienced merchants in Qur community. Imperfect as' 

. my replies to. your inquiries may be, I have determined to communicate 
them promptly; and, if any new ideas may, occur, or other information 
be obtained which may be believed to .b,e - worthy your notice, 1 will 
avail myself of the privilege of a. further communication. 

■As to the policy of the system much may be said, and many different 
opinions are advanced; but the prevaihng one appears to, be in favor of 
it,* and the experience of the greatest commercial nations sanctions it. 
There will be but 'little, difficulty in establishing its practicability, if, 
as is- done in Great Britain, there he authority in our Government .to- 
nominate . the ports to which the privilege shall be confined ; but inas- 
much as this may conflict with the provision of our Constitution which 
requires “all duties, imposts, and excises,, shall be uniform throughout , 
the United States,” it appears to me that the difficulty can only be suiv 
mounted by abolishing numerous small ports of entry; a.nd annexing 
them to the district to which they may be most contiguous or convenient, ' 
without restricting any of the privileges -now afforded them as to the 
coasting trade, and the registering and clearing o.f vessels for foreign 
ports with any other thani debenture goods. This would be productive 
• of many other advantages which, if there be any probability, of its 
accomplishment, I should be. pleased to ho-ve the opportunity of suggest-' 

. ing hereafter. 

In reply to your first inquiry : It is believed that in the present, state of 

,3 V^Proyided the cash system is continued. • . ' 
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commerce, the custom-house store in this port will be .suflGcient for the 
contemplated object. Its location, which in ordinaiy deliveries of cargoes 
would be attended with greater expense to importers in transportation 
to and Ifoni it, is the only objection to it, as it is the custom in this port, 
and I believe iri others, to charge all expenses incurred in receiving and 
delivering goods on storage to the owners. 

It is believed that safe and commodious warehouses can readily be 
obtained oh lease in this port, but whether the expenditure of money by 
the Government would be reimbursed by the amount of storage received, 
would depend upon the quantity of goods required^to be deposited and 
the number of officers required to attend to them, together with the com- 
pensation allowed for their services. ' 

There are two other modes by which equally safe and commodious 
warehouses can be procured for all the purposes required in this port. 
The one, by allowing the proprietors of such as may be selected the 
benefit of the charge for storage, and depositing the goods under the joint 
locks and keys of the proper officers of the customs and the owners, 
under prescribed regulations, by which no access could be had but by 
proper authority. The other, by depositing them in the custody of the 
proprietor of the warehouse, under proper responsibility' for their safety 
and the delivery of them only to the order of the proper officer of the 
customs. In either of these cases there would be no additional expendi- 
ture of money by the Government. 

In reply to the latter part of 'your second inquiry, ' (the ' firrt beirig 
already answered,) I can form no opinion of the amount of storage in 
the larger ports; and whether “the deficiency in the smaller ports would 
be made up by the excess of the receipts for storage in the larger ports,” 
should the privilege be universal, will much depend upon the arrange* 
ment of the plan. If the Government shall undertake tc build, or dven- 
to lease warehouses in all the small ports, I should suppose the expend^ 
itures could not be reimbursed ; but on the other , hand, if these ports 
shall be invested with the privilege, and the goods be authorized to be 
deposited in the mode provided by the 60th section of the collection act 
of 2d March, 1799, at the expense and risk, of the .owners., then there 
would he no additional-charge to. the Government; 

As to the additional number of officers which, would be required under 
the contemplated arrangement, I do not conceive any would be riece's- 
saiy in this port, unless it may become neceSsary or expedient hereafter 
to pro'cure'other stores oh le'ase by the Government; then, in that event, 
it might be requisite to employ a storekeeper, and an assistant, whose 
duties shall be particularly defined. ; 

I am informed, by respectable authority, that proper persons can 
readily be had in this place fof asalary qf.$8pb to $1,000 for the. principal, 
and $500 to $600 fcr an assistant storekeeper. The proper duties of a 
storekeeper are so incompatible with those prescribed by . existing laws 
to “inspectors of customs,” according to my understanding of them, that 
I would respectfully suggest the propriety of confining these officers to 
their special duties, and appointing such officers as rhay be required for 
other necessary duties, under their proper titles- — thereby rertdering a 
smaller number of insjtectbrs necessaiy than are now employed, and 
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supplying the places they now occupy as clerks in custom-houses, store- 
keepers, assistants, &c., &c., by suitable appointments for those purposes, 
at much less cost to the Government. In support of this assertion, I 
would remark, that I now; employ in iny office, as my deputy, an indi- 
vidual at two and a halfddUars;pe?- dimj for every day actually employed, 
who is equal in abilities and character to the inspector who performs the 
office of storekeeper, and the cleiical duties in ffie collector’s office, at 
an allowance of three dollars ^cr dtem, for every day in the year, which 
is, in fact, more than I have ever received for my services in the office I 
hold. I would not be understood as expressing the opinion, that the 
allowance provided for the services of inspectors, as required by law, is 
beyond an equivalent, but it. is believed to exceed an adequate provision, 
in many cases, for services performed' by them in other capacities. 

T am unprepared to express an opinion in reply to yoiir fourth inquiry, 
as to the effect of the system upon the trade of the larger and smaller 
ports, or whether it would change or unsettle the relative advantages 
enjoyed by them under the existing system. I cannot conceive of any 
such change to be produced by the operation. ■ 

In loply to your fifth inquiry, if it be expedient to limit the period of 
deposite, I am persuaded that, as a general rule, it would be better to 
Hmit the terin tb a period of one year; should the. term be ihdefiuite, it 
might happen that there might be unclaimed ;merchandise, or merchan- 
dise iuvolving judicial, decision as to the right Ownership, or other causes 
of doubtful and disputed title, by which, in the first case, the Govern- 
ment would be forever deprived of its duties, and in the other, the deci- 
sions might.be delayed until the articles would be depreciated below the 
amount of duties. To this' general rule, there might be exceptions in 
favor of certain specified articles — such as wines, distilled spirits, and 
such others as improve and become more valuable by time. Except as 
, to such articles, it would rarely, if ever, occur (unless in the ca ses stated) 
that there would be any inducement or desire, by importers,, to keep 
their goods longer than one year on deposite. 

As to the effect of ffie system upon the revenue accruing at this port, it 
is the current belief that it would produce .a considerably larger amount 
of revenue than will be obtained by the present system of cash duties 
on entry. ' '. . . 

As to your seventh inquiiy, of my “ views of the system generally, in 
connection with cash duties,” &c., it is answered, in 'part, by my opinion 
of the policy and practicability of it. I am decidedly of opinion, that if 
the system of cash duties is to be continued, some such accommodation 
must be. provided for the importers; but my own opinion inclines in 
favor of the former system of secuiing duties by bpnds, with good and 
sufficient security, payable at short periods, say two and four, or not 
exceeding three and six months, from ffie dates' of importation. This 
system is well understood ; afiords the unporters an opportunity of dis- 
posing of their goods in time to aid their payments to the Government ; 
and it is believed that failures of payment of duty bonds have rarely 
oeeurred since the credits have been reduced to the term of three and 
six months; ip no single instance has it occurred in this port. Perhaps 
an improvement naight. be made by authorizing the principal officers of 
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the- customs .to require security by a .deposite of so much of said goods 
as might be necessary in lieu of personal security, to be determined by 
option of the officers, instead of that of the inspectors as heretofore; and 
further, by allowing a discount at .the -rate of six per cent, per annum on , 
all payments of duties for any interaiediate term within the period of 
authorized credit. I find, hy inquiiy among the merchants, that none 
hut the largest capitalists • are in favor of the, system of cash duties, pay- 
able- on entry, while ' the 'importers general!}’' me in favor of the credit 
. S 5 ’'stem as heretofore ; but if no credit can be afio-vved on the delivery of 
their goods, they deem it important that some provision should be made 
by which .they shall be relieved from payment of duties to the- Govern- 
ment, until, the sale of a. jportipn oi the articles, at least, on which the 
d.uties are. exacted. They represent their unwillingness to receive com. ' 
signments in many cases, and therefore discourage their correspondents 
in shipments, which they would recommend if they can be relieved frorn: 
the obligation to pay the duties in advance of the. sale of goods. This . 
course affects the amount of revenue. 

In recommending a general warehouse system, it may be necessary 
to provide for the transportation of goods from the port of arrival to 
the ports of their final, destination, or such ports as the importers niay 
wish to send them to. for benefit of a better rtarket; pther-wise they ■will 
be deprived of some of the advantages of the S 3 ’stem. -. This would be 
accomplished by some similar formalities as are now prescribed on, the: 
exportation of merchandise tor benefit of drawback, by which bonds and 
security would be required for double the amount of duties, to be 
cancelled .only by the production of a proper certifica te of the deposite of 
the goods in the custom-house stores at the port of destination, and-fihe 
payment of the duties on the delivery of them from the stores, either at 
the port of importation dr under such other arrangement as .might be 
provided.' 

I am fully sensible of the imperfect manner, in which I have herein 
expressed my vague ideas on. this subject, and of the little value of any 
infbnnation I pOsse.ss; but shall alwa,ys feel gratified b}’ an 'opportunity 
to apply the extent of my feeble ability in aid of the accomplishment of - 
any useful public measure. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, sir, your most obedient 
'servant, F., GATEWOOD, A^awi!' (^cer. 

• Hon. Walter Forward. 


• ' Charleston, HA-mier 6, 1842. • 
Honored Sir : In answer to yours under date of the. 24th instant, I 
beg leave respectfully to excuse my not promptly answering the same • 
from no other motive, than, to heai' the opinions of such persons ^as I deem 
worthy of the same ; and will, with, extreme ' deference, answer siich 
questions relating to that branch of this department in which I have been 
. for twenty-nine years-. ■ 

■ Question- one: Is it likely that safe -and commodious \varehouses can be 
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procured without the expenditure of money by the Government in their 
erection?, . 

'Answer. No; for I should suppose there would be great difficult}’' to 
procure warehouses without the expenditure of rxioney. 

Question two. Supposing that commodious warehouses can be procured 
on lease by. the Government, would the expense be reimbursed by the 
amount of, storage, received, and if not, is it likely that the deficiency in 
the small ports would be made up by the , excess of the receipts for 
storage in the larger ports? .In other words, assuming that the privilege 
of warehousing shall be universal, wiU it support itself without, burden- 
ing the revenue ? . ' , 

Answer. Safe and substantial warehouses can be p.rocured, but not im- 
mediately in the vicinity of the-custom-house ; and were I to recommend, 
I would prefer this; dividing the risk with the vaults of the custom-house. 
Secondly: At the present prices of real estate, property suitable can be 
procured without any alteration for at least one-half what the buildings 
could ;be erected. for, exclusive of lots and wharf property, as well as a 
building appropriate for the storekeeper to reside in,, (which, would be 
extremely essential..) . ' 

■ 'Question ^. What number' of additional officers, &c., &c., and the 
duties, of such officers. - ■ 

Answer i It would only require two, if the storekeeper’s residence was 
occupied by Him.' The present storekeeper, whose character, stands 
unrivalled, (twenty years’, experience .tells m,e' soj) he might supervise 
the upper, as well as our vaults, with one assistant in the upper, as well 
as one in the vaults, the last being in a manner immediately under the 
eye of the surveyor. The' assistant here could be procured at nearly one- 
half what the upper one would need. Such officer could be procured 
for $500' to. $lj000 per annum. 

If the present tariff is continued there ■will be, no' doubt, a great deal 
of smuggling, and will be practised in our smaller ports, for these obvious 
reasons : first, there is a greater, guard (or ought to be) in the.larger ports, 
which causes the smuggler to exercise this practice, knowing the lack of 
experience, in the smaller ones. . Why is it that the traders between, 
Cuba and Charleston enter their foreign cargoes in Key West, and bring 
to Charleston all of the ,mo.st coastwise ? I will answer: there is hardly 
any of them but has given much pCiplexity, night watching, &c., .often 
detected, but in a small way; and from innuendoes, much smuggling is 
effected at or near Indian Key. ■ . • 

Question 5. Is it expedient to limit the period ofdeposite, &c. 

Answer. The cash system, mo doubt, would be the best, if we. were 
provided as those .countries are who cany this so successfully into effect. 
But our port has not those facilities. Our- vaults are very small; thou- 
sands and tens of thousands have been lost, not only from stora.ge. But 
from property destroyed. At present I am obliged to keep two officers 
employed in attending to the" merchants at their stores, the key of which 
I hold, and this is , perhaps only , to examine, or a. retail sale , of a keg, 
quarter-cask, hogshead, or pipe ; the store is then secured, and the keys 
are hung up for another call. Whereas if we had our nwn, this p.rofit 
arising from storage would not only.pa.y the expenses, but would, in my 
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humble opinion, add to the revenue, but not under this tariff, for very 
many of our importing merchants have declined importing this year. It 
is well known that the merchtints of this place are not capitalists; rnost 
of the 'trade is carried on by British or French agenfs, and, like birds of 
passage, if they can get nothing to do, they emigi'ate to some more 
convenient place to carry out. their plans. Supposing that our colleicfor 
has gained all the information from those competent, to advise, and 
believing he . will answer satisfactorily to every question, I subscribe 
■ myself, with the greatest respect, your obedient servant, ’ 

^ THOS. H. JERVEY, Survey or. po7-t of Clui7'leston. 

Hon. Walter Foravaud. 


Charleston, i?ece?n6e?‘ 7, 1842. 

Sir: In reply to youi- letter of the 24th ultimo, I have no hesitation in 
expressing the opinion that the AA'arehouse system is'desirable in connec- 
tion with cash duties, and that it would be an accommodation to the 
import business of the United States. . . • 

First. In this port there is no difficulty in renting safe and commo- 
dious warehouses without any expendituio for building. ' 

Second. I do not believe that the storage would pay the rents if the 
system is adopted indiscriminately, but that it would if confined; to the 
principal ports of the country. 

Third. In Charleston one additional officer would be necessary. 
There would be additional drayage and porterage.. ■ ■ 

Fourth. The tendency of the system would be to concentrate business 
and to favor the large ports; but it is not easy to anticipate the operation 
of the system in this respect. 

Fifth. I think one year sufficient, arid that a longer time would be 
injudicious. . ' 

Sixth: It would make but little difference in this pbrt at preserit; 
under an improved state of trade it would be different. For the next 
year, if now adopted , the change would be unimportant, arid the revenue; 
but little affected. 

Seventh. Of the expediency of cash duties I have no doubt. Whatever 
causes may have rendered a credit for. duties desirable or expedient 
formerly, they no longer exist. The, regular American merchant is' able, 
and for the most part Avilling, to pay his duties in cash. The cash 
S 5 '^stem. avoids' the risk of. loss from non-payment' of duty bonds; it is 
more simple; it prevents the foreigner from. trading on the credit’ of the 
American Governmerit;' it stops heavy imports of goods, on foreign 
accounts, and debars the foreign merchant or manufacturer from thus 
injuring the regular home merchant and the country generally. .. 

. I have hitherto, in the absence of authority to" procure warehouses, 
where storage became necessary, permitted the merchant to furnish his 
own store, placing the key in the keepirig of the collector. . Perhaps 


Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stiouisfed.org/ 

Federai Reserve Bank of St. Louis 



591 


1842.] SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

some discretionary power of this sort in the smaller ports might be better 
than renting stores, which might involve a heavy expenditure. . ^ 

I have the honor to remain, wiih great respect, yOur obedient servant, 

J. J. GRAYSON, Collector. 

I fully accord with the views and. opinions of the Collector. 

ROBT. HOWARD, Naval Officer. 


Custom-House, Collector’s Office, > . 

Savannau, December 1, 1842. ■ 

Sir: I am in the receipt of your circular of the 24th ultimo, and as 
its veiy interesting and important contents may be brought to operate 
upon the best interests of the countiy, I feel great anxiety to ascertain 
the views of this mercantile community, so that I may reply advisedly. 
The course I have adopted may occasion a little more delay than I could 
desire, as I have, to depend upon the movements of others. In the mean 
time I shall be at work in collecting such information as maybe useful. 
Enclosed I hand a copy of my letter to the Secretary of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the city of Savannah. I understand at their meeting last 
evening a committee was appointed to report. The moment I am placed 
in the possession of the same I will lose no time in forwarding it to you. 

I am-, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. HUNTER, Collector. 

Hon. W. Forward. , 


Custom-House, Collector’s Office, 

Savannah, November 30, 1842. 

Sir : The accompanying circular I received by the mail this morning, 
embraces questions of a nature so exclusively mercantile that l am de- 
sirous of advice from the merchants of the city ; and as I observe a call 
for a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce this evening, I take the 
liberty of requesting you will bring the subject to the notice of the 
Chamber, and say that any information it may be pleased to commu- 
nicate in relation thereto will b,e very acceptable and most , thankfully 
received by your obedient servant, H. HUNTER, Collector. 

Charles Green, Esq., 

Secretary Cluimber of Commerce, city of Savannah. 


' ■ ■ _ Custom-House, Collector’s Office, 

Savannah, December 7, 1842. 

Sir : Enclosed herewith I have the honor of handing the communica- 
tion from the Chamber of Cornmerce of the city of Savannah' alluded to 
in my letter of the 3bth ultimo, upon the subject of the warehousing 
system as brought, under their notice'byyourcircular'bf the 24th ultimo. 
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I do no't accord in opinion with some of the views taken hy the Ghartiher 
of Commerce. I am of the opinion that the-warehousing system should 
be limited to stores either owmd or rented hy the Government, and that 
the time allowed for goods to remain should be placed as nearly upon a 
footing as to credit, as was the case previous to cash duties being 
required. ' 

• The document alluded to refers you to me for a reply to the third 

question propounded in 5 mur circular, viz : , . 

“ What number of additional-officers would be necessary for conduct- 
ing a warehouse systein with entire safety to the Government, affording 
‘ at the same time reasonable facnities to importers?” 

• I am of the opinion that ' from the business habits of the gentlemen 

now in the employ of the Government in this distinct; that the duty can 
be divided among , them, and that until the imports increase no further aid 
will be required. : , • ' , 

In the hope that the answers enibraced in the docurrtent furnished by 
the Chamber of Commerce, with Such views as I have- subniitted, rna}i 
prove acceptable to the Department, I am, .with much respect, your 
.obedient servant, JAME S.-HUNTER, .CoZfecmr. 

Hon. W. Forward. ' - . 

Savannah CHASiBER op Commerce, December 7,1842. 

Dear Sir : I have, the pleasure to transmit to you herewith the report 
of the Committee appointed by the Chamber to take, into consideration 
the circular submitted to our body by you from the Honorable Walter 
Forward, Secretary of the Treasury, on the subject of the “ warehousing 
system,” which report, a,t the last meeting of the Chamber, was unani- 
mously confirmed and adopted; and I remain, dear sir, very respect- 
fully, yours, , CHARLES GREEN, Secretary. 

James Hunter, Esq., Collector,. . 

„■ ' ■ Savannah, December f>, 1842. - 

, The committee appointed by the Savannah Chamber of Commerce 
to take into consideration the circular of the Honorable Walter Forward, 
Secretary of the Tfeasuiy, submitted by James Hunter, Collector of 
the port and district of Savannah, beg leave to. report upon the .questions 
in order : 

1st. Is it likely that safe and commodious warehouses can be procured 
without the expenditure of money by tlie Government in their erection? 

The committee helieve- that safe -and commodious warehouses can, if 
needed, be procured without the expense, of erection by''rent or lease; 
but under a well-digested warehousing system it is respectfully sug- 
gested that goods need not be warehoused solely in Government build- 
ings ; they might be placed^ in any fire-proof store which may be 
designated by the importer, provided the secuiity of the premises be 
made apparent to the. officer^ of the revenue, distinct' fecks and fasten- 
ings being placed upon the' doors and windovVs by the Hovernment at 
the expense of the impoitef. f ' ■ . " v 
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2d. Supposing that commodious- warehouses can be procured on lease 
by the Government, would the expense be reimbursed by the amount of 
storage, received; and if not, is it likely that the deficiency in the smaller 
ports would be made up b}’- the excess of the receipts for storage in die 
.larger ports ? In other words, assuming that the privilege of warehous-^ 
ing be universal, will it support itself without burdening the revenue? 

Reply It will. 

3d. What number of additional officers- would b.e necessary for con- 
ducting a waaehouse system with entire safety to the Government, 
affording at the same time (reasonable facilities to importers? • 

The reply to this questiori the committee conceive the collector best 
able, to furnish, fimm his experience in the details in his department. 

4th. What would be the effect of this system upon the trade of the 
larger and smaller ports ? ■ Would it change or unsettle the relative 
advantages enjoyed by them under the existing system ? 

The effect of the warehouse- systern would be to give to the lesser 
ports- a more equal division of- the importing business,- now of necessity 
diverted to the larger ones by reason of the larger cash capital there 
concentrated, as it will be probably conceded as a generar'-rule that 
mereffants of larger means are- seldom , found established' ini the lesse-f 
■ports, and no; merchants of limited means can, in the- present state of 
cash duties, profitably conduct the importing business. 

5tli. Is it expedient to limit the period of deposite; say.to one year, 
the time -within which exportation for drawback -vyas allowed under our 
early laws, of should the period be indefinite? 

The committee cgnceive that it is expedient to limit the- period of 
deposite to one year oh goods generally, and to two years upon certain 
articles — blankets plain,, and bagging for instance— as it sometimes hap- 
pens, that goods may i-emaih on hand two years without demand. As,' 
for illustration, blankets are. only given to negroes every second year ; 
the demand for bagging runs one year upon the heavy qualities, and the 
next' upon the Ijghter ones'; and dsnaburgs are one year preferred of 
cotton, and the next of linen. -A shorter limitation of deposite on such 
a.rticles than two years, would operate against large and assorted stocks . 
of gob'ds. - ' ' ' , , , 

6th. What will be-.the effect of the S 5 mtem irpon the revenue accruing, 
at the port of Savannah in the yeai- next following its adoption ? 

The committee believe that the -effeet of the warehouse' system upon- 
the trade of Savannalr, even if carried immediately into effect, would* 
fail to elicit any marked improvement in the revenue before the winter of 

1843, after which time a considerable accession, to it might be expected. 

7th. You are requested to cornmunicate your viev^s of the system, 

generally, in connection with that of cash duties; your reasons, if any; 
that may favor its. adoption, and your opinion' as to the advantages that 
mayattend.it. • '- ' ■ 

Taken as an abstract mea, sure, the. committee believe the coUections- 
of duties in cash, upon the arrival of the goods,, to be felt by the entire 
southern mercantile interest, ' as a. systern replete with hardship and in-; 
convenience, its effects being to distress importers, and to compel theih 
to resort to the necessity of selling their goods immediately on landing, 
VoL. IV. — 38. . 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stiouisfed.org/ 

Federai Reserve Bank of St. Louis 



REPORTS OF THE 


694 


[.1842, 


in order to I'aise money to pay the duties.; Its effects ■ are further to 
depress the prices of goods, and to assign .the entire importing business 
to the northern and most- westerly marts; and even there to concentrate 
it in the hands of the few whose means enable them to monopolize im- 
portations, and to subject prices to unwholesome fluctuations. To enjoy 
the advantages of cash, duty and avoid its evils; to adopt its security 
without its distress, the committee conceive the “warehouse system” 
should, beyond all doubt, be made its subsidiary measure. The obvious 
advantages .of this system may be' summed up in a few words: 

1st. It would impart facihties to" commerce without affecting the 
securit}^ of the revenue. 

2d. It would beneficially curtail the credit of trade without desti'oying 
them, as cash duties upon arrival do. . 

3d. It would, compelling payment of duties at the time of sale, 
moderately check importations. by confining them to those houses whose 
credit enables them to comrnEmd facilities upon, the paper sold for. 

4th. It would, if connected with an exportation system on bond, (as it ■ 
undoubtedlyshoukl.be,) encourage the importation of such articles as 
were not required immediately for domestic use or consumption, making 
us ah entrepot for foreign products, and inviting foreigners to our markets. 

5th. It would advance the interests of our mercantile marine, giving 
us much of the carrying trade, directly or indirectly, of the West Indies, 
Texas, Mexico, and South America. . ^ 

' To a cursory observer, the machinery of the warehousing system, with 
all its guards and checks, may appear, cumbrous, and inapplicable to the 
peculiar character of our commercial habits, but those who have watched 
them, closely in their operation in Great Britain, are best assured that it 
wants but an intimacy with the details, of the system, to be impressed 
with the sagacity of its 'origination, the effectiveness of its provisions, 
and its complete applicability to the commerce of these States. , . 

In reply to the request that practical views upon a warehousing code 
may be presented, the committee observe, that the general principles of 
the English system might be successfully adopted, avoiding its single evil 
of the too great an extension of time allotted to the continuance of 
imports in bond — the term for tobacco, the coiftmittee believe, being six 
years, and for all other goods, three, and at the expiration of that time, 
febonding is freq.uently, upon application, permittedi This is obviously 
too long, as it encourages an accumulation of stock, and injures its 
qualities. - ' 

The main features of the warehouse system should require — 

1st. Bonds to be taken upon the arrival of goods; for the payment of 
duties, , so that, in the event of improper abstraction from the warehouses, 
the rights of Government may be secured; 

2d, All goods should be duty paid for home use, or cleared for export- 
ation in one or two years from the date of- import, otherwise, to be sold 
at auction bjr the collector of the port, and the duties and storage charges 
retained from the price .realized;; when all the duties are- paid, or the 
goods exported, the bonds to be cancelled.. 

3d. Goods arriving, and .not designed to be landed, should be admitted 
to entry for exportation, .and either .retained on board until departure of 
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the ship, or warehoused in the custorri-house stores until that time, at the 
option of the importer. 

4th. Reduction should be made from the duties on account of loss or 
damage of goods, by fire, flood, or natural waste, while in the warehouse. 

5th. Removal of goods under bond from a bonded warehouse in one 
port, to a bonded warehouse in another, should be permitted. . 

• 6th. Permission should be given to sort, separate, and repack, damaged 
goods in store, in bond, under inspection of officers. ' 

The incidental regulations, providing for distinct and roomy storage 
of each invoice of goods. Government marks upon each package as ware- 
housed, maximum amount of duties allowed to be paid at once, isolated 
storage for goods of imflammable property, et cet.,, et cet, will present 
themselves in course ; and, in leaving the subject, the committee entertain 
the hope that a system, the policy and wisdom of which have been so 
long and successfully tested in other countiies, may be extended in liberal 
application to the commerce of the United States. 

G. B. LAiViAR, 

, Chairman of Committee Savannah Chamber of Commerce. 
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Appeal,' the right of, to the Supreme Court should be allowed in cases involving an amount 
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Appropriations, detailed estimates of, for 1838. .-. .. .....123,124 

for 1840. . - .. .. . .. .298, 299 

for 1841 , . . ...5^390,391 

Appropriations, in aggregate arid detail, made for 183f .. .124 to 158 


made in 1840 .. ...391 to 424 
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for the service of 1830 .;...... ..... 181 
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335 to 346 
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in 1839 298, 335 to 346 

in 1840 390, 425 to 436 

existing, not required for 1837, proposed to be applied to 1838. .123, 159 to 170 

1839, proposed to be applied to 1840. . 298, 335 to 346 

1840, proposed to be applied to 1841. .390, 425 to 436 

vie’w's'in 1837 in regard to the difficulty in paying the, and on the issue of 

Treasury notes ... 7 

a reduction in the, for the year 1840 recommended, to prevent a deficit. 234 

estimated amount of new, in 1841. 358 

the outstanding and unexpended in 1837, charged on the Treasury 3 

the outstanding, unsatisfied at the end of the year 1837, estimated 91 

the outstanding, unsatisfied at the end of the year 1838, explanations as to 

the .' 180 

the amburit of, estimated to be uncalled for at the end of the year 1839. . . 235 

the estimated, to be uncalled'for at the end of 1840 358 

the ariibUnt of the, fbf T837, to be applied to the service of 1838, without 

reappropriation 91 

the ambunt of the, for 1838, applicable to the service of 1839 180 

the a'hiount of the, for 1839, which will be applied to the service of 1840, 

without feapprbpriation 235 
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without rea'ppropriation., 358 
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Appropriations, the balanee of, outstanding on the Istof January and 4th of March, 1841. 448 

a lessening of the, f9r the service of 1841, recommended as a means to pre- 
serve a balance in the Treasury 361 

beyond the estimates, views in 1837 in regard to the indefinite and the 

outstanding. 5 . .. 101 

to pay the debt of the District of Columbia to Holland 91 

Army. — Estimates, appropriations, and expenditures on account of the — see Military 
Service. 

Attorneys, United States, circular to, in 1837. . 36 

B. 


Balance in the Treasury 1st January, 1836, including trust funds. 

1st January, 1837 

30th June, 1837,. 


, 88 

..1, 89, 175, 605, 627 

3, 441 

1st January, 1838.. 90, 91, 176, 178, 256, 627 

1st January, 1839 ...175, 178, 231, 255, 256, 371, 629 

1st January, 1840. . .....351, 371, 372, 437, 627 

1st January, 1841. .438,461,462, 605 

4th of March, 1841 '438, 439, 441, 486 

. 1st .of January, 1842. ..485, 598 

1st of January, 1843. . - 487, 599 

1st of July, 1843 598, 600, 678 

1st of October, 1843.. 601 

1st of July, 1844 ' .667, 673, 680 

nominal and actual, at the end of each year from 1837 to 1843. .626, 627 
on the 31st December, ,1836, exclusive of trust funds and outstand- 
ing warrants .... .. .i. .. ■ 627 

Balances in the Treasury, views in 1837 in regard to the .91 

views in 1838 on the policy .of avoiding l^ge. 184 

unavailable ....... .178, 372, 599 

Balances estimated to be in the Treasury on 31st December, 1838, .and views in regard to’. .93, 98 

on the 1st January, 1839 177, 178 

on the 31st December, 1839 .180, 232, 234 

on the 31st December, 1840 , ...234, .255, 352 

on the 31st December," 1841 ’.;357, 358 

on the 30th June, 1843 488 

on the 30th June, 1844, ... . .... . ... .. .488 

on'the 1st July, 1845. . . 669 

on the 1st July, 1846. '670 

Balances of public money due by the late deposit banks, December 12, .1834 229 

due the^United States — see Banks— sei Baiik Uriited States — see 
Bonds. 

of public money subject to draft, 4th"March, 1841. . .' 449, 452 

Balances, of appropriation outstanding on the 1st of January and 4th of March, 1841. 448 

Bank capital, discount and issues, a cause of the financial embarrassment in l836-’7. ..... 30 

Bank notes, not receivable in payment of duties, &c...., ...... i . .43, 47 

circular from the Treasury Department in 1789, with regard to the receipt for 

duties and transmission by mail of. 53 

Treasury circular in 1790, in regard to the bearing of the collection law upon 

.the receivability of, for public. dues. .' .. ... 54 

the circulation of, in 1837. . 103 

the conveniences of, when equivalent to specie- ..... ... . . .... 106 

the effect of the, curtailm.ent of the issues .of, in bringing about a resumption 

of .specie payments ... 190 

act of Congress of July 5, 1838, in relation to , , 217 

the exclusion of small, from circulation advocated in 1839. . . . 252 

Bank of the United States, the amount of the' bonds due by. the, ...... ..... , , , 3, 234 

■ concerning the restriction on the sale of the bonds of the 182 

the creation of a, recommended' in 1841, 447 

bonds of the, outstanding and falling due to the Treasury in 1837, 

1838,;1839,. 1840, and 1841. ... i, . 455 

receipt into the Treasury from the bonds due by the — 
in 1837. ; 90 

1838 •. 92, 176, 178, 256 

1839 180 

1840. ..; ....; 351,437 

184T,’. . .,.,.438, 461, 462 

the condition of the, in-,1837,and 1838. . ., .... ,218, 219, 220, 221 

warrants drawn on the 61 

in 1816 did not prevent revulsions -in trade and finanpial embar- 
rassments. .. . .' 368 


Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stiouisfed.org/ 

Federai Reserve Bank of St. Louis 



INDEX. 687 


Bank of the United States, views in 1841, in favor of-a, as a fiscal agent -of the Govern- 
ment.. ... ..-i. — — ... .445,446 

Banking, its conveniences, advantages to trade, &c.. ... 102 

free, the preferable system of. 369 

Banking institutions, a reform in, suggested to the States in 1838 191 

views in 1839 in regard to the condition of, generally, and the kind 

of money receivable for public dues . .. .. 249 

Banks, the deposit, views in 1837 in regard to the condition of, and to a settlement with 


letter to the Executives of the States, vidth the postscript as to the return of the 

transfers in case of .the nonpayment of the deposits by the. . . 51 

Treasury circular to the deposit, discontinuing those which had ceased to pay 

specie for -their - notes. .. .' 55 

list of the deposit, discontinued under the act of June, 1836. 57 

of deposit, list of, retained under the act of -June, 1836. ., 58 

.collectors of the customs and receivers of the public moneys made depositaries in 

case of a suspension of specie payments' by the. 59 

views in 1837 on the, circulation and ability of the, to resume specie payments. .103, 105 
the deposits of Government funds unavailable for the service of 1838.,. . .. .177, 178 

the deposit, including the United States Bank and branches, the number and amount 

of warrants drawn on the, in the year 1834. . .. 61 

comparative condition of the, in certain particulars, in November, 1836, and in 

March, May, July, and August,. 1837. . 64 

state of the accounts of the former and present, with the Treasurer of the United 

States 65 

statement of the condition of the former, on the 15th of August; 1837 70 

Treasury circular of jHily 3, 1837, to the former, urging the resumption of specie 

payments..., , .. ... , 86 

views in 1837- in regard to the availability of the balance of Government funds in 

the coffers of the .. — .. ... 91 

recommendation, in 1837, that the notes of local, specie^paying, only, be received for 

lands .. , 25 

views in, 1837 in regard to the, and the safekeeping of the public moneys 102 

comparative statement of the condition of all the, in the United States, on and.nesir 
the 1st of January, 1836, 1st January, 1837, and since the suspension 'of specie 

payments.. ..... 172 

comparative condition of the, in fifteen States, before and since the suspension of 

specie payments .. — . . .......... 173 

the further credit extended to the, and the ultimate and ready settlement by the, &,c. . .97 


comparative statements of the condition of the,'inthe different divisions of theUnion, 
according to returns dated nearest January .1, 1837, and January 1, 1838. , , ..218, 222 
views in 1839 in regard to the, in connection tyith the safekeeping of the public 

moneys .......; ... 245 

the use of the public money by the, for discounts, unprofitable. , 192 

concerning the system of special deposits with the 193 

deposit, statement of the condition of the, on or near the 1st of November, 1838, &o. .225 

losses by the .d.eposit, in 1834, small compared with those of 1837. . . 194 

list of, general deposit, and. the amount in cash subject to draft, , in accordance to 

returns received to ,1st December, 1838. .......... .224 

list of ’the date deposit, in which special deposits have been made, -.&c., and the 

amount of special deposits subject to draft, 1st December, 1838 228 

statement of balances due the United States, 10th November, 1834, from banks 
formerly depositories of the. public money, with the credits to which they are 

entitled for payments since that date, &c .. . — 229 

list of former deposit, which suspended specie payments, and gave bonds -to. the 
United States, under the act of 16th October, 1837, and the amount of balances 

due by them on said bonds on 3d December, 1838, &c. ... 230 

state'ment in 1839 of public mon.eys to the credit of Treasurer of the United States 

in the two general deposit .' 346 

statement of the condition of the deposit, to the 20th November, 1839. . 347 

estimated payments into the.Treasury in 1840, out of the moneys due by the former 

deposit....... . .-. 351 

available funds in the deposit; -in' 1841. - 357 

balances of the deposits -with the, .prior to-the-suspension in .1837 .451, 454 


debts due by the, in 1837 to .1841, inclusive 455 

lists of general and special- deposit, in .1843. ... .:.628 

list of deposit, in' 1844.'. ... .' .. 683 

in the District of Columbia, concerning the resumption of specie, payments by the. . 21 

insolvent. Government funds in the,, unavailable. ; 91, 177, 178 
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Beaver cloth, the prices of, in 1842. i .. . ........ 508 

Beef, cattle, • hides, &c., exported annually from the United States, from 1790 to 1838 

inclusive, the value of. . . . . ... , . ... ....... 287 

statement of the [value of, exported annually from the United' 
States, from 1821 to 1842, inclusive; and of the countries to 

■which exported. .......... .645, 646, 647 

Bibb, Secretary — see Finances. 

Bonds due by the Bank of the United Statejs — see Bank of the United States. 

Bonds for duties, concerning the payment ojf..- . . . 3 

for duties) considerations in 1837 in regard to the postponement of the payment of.. 4 

circulars of the Secretary and Solicit'or of the Treasury in regard to the postpone- 
ment of the payment of. . .... 1 . . .33, 36 

memorial of the New York merchalnts, in 1837, to the President, for the _stay of 

the collection of . . .... ..... J. .. ‘ 38 

memorials of the Chambers of Commerce of Bo.ston and New Orleans on the same 

subject. , . . .. L , . 40, 41 

Treasury circulars to the Boston Chamber of Commerce and the Collector at New 

York, in regard to the kind of money receivable for, &c.. ,.43, 47 

.memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of New York, August 28, 1837, asking 

for a postponement of the payment of duty bonds .... .. 49 

views in 1837 and 1838 in regard to| the extension of the credit on . , . . . ' .97, 190 

Bounties and drawbacks, a modification ofjthe, recommended in 1840. .. .. ... 360 

on pickled fish exported, pp^ments for, from 1821 to 1842. 635 

Bullion and specie — see Impenis — see Exports. 

Butter; cheese, &c., exported annually frolm the United States, from 1790 to 1838, inclu- 
sive, the value of. . I 28 7 

statement of the value of, exported annually from the United States, 
from 1821 to 1842, and of the countries to which exported. .645, 646, 647 

C. 


Calico, imported and American, the prices of, in 1842 ...... 508 

Certificates, without interest, recommendation, in 1837, that, be issued and made receivable 

for public dues. . ... .i.... 25 

Clerks, submissions for the appointment of new. • • 157 

Clerks — see CustOin-House. 

Circulars — see Treasury Circulars. 

Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous service — 

estimates for 1838. ..123, 124, 138, 156, 159 

estimates for 1839. .. ..181,232 

estimates for 1840 . ....... — 235,299,331 

estimates for 1841 .. ... .. .358,390,421,440,462 

estimates for 1842. . .. ... ... .. .. . .... 486 

estimates for 1843, ... • . ...... .487, 601 

estimates for 1844- ’5, .... ... , .. .488, 603 

estimates for l845-’6. .. ...... 669 

appropriations made in 1837. .. .. .. .. 124, 159 

appropriations made in 1839 . .299, 331, 335 

appropriations made in 1840. . .. .. .391,421, 425 

appropriations made in 1841 -.. ...... 438 

expenditures in 1837. ..... . 109, 175 

expenditures in 1838 •• .177, 178,- 201, 256 

expenditures in 1839 . ... .. .. .. ,. .. .. .. .. .232,257,371 

expenditures in 1840 . .. .► 352,373, 437 

expenditures in 1841 .. .. ... ...438,462, 471 

expenditures in 1842 , *, .. .. . .. .486,492, 620 

expenditures in 1843-’4. , ..... .. .. .600,623, 678 

expenditures in 1844- ’5. , '. .. . .. 668, 680 

Coast Survey, the progress of the, &c. ' . . .108, 199, 253, 675 

Coffee and tea, duty on, recommended. .... --..609, 616 

the value ‘ of, imported into the United States annually, from 1821 to 

1842 637 

Coffee, the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838, inclusive. . . 276 

Collection. of duties, statement of the expense of, annually, from 1821 to 1842.. ... ... 635 

Collection law, extract from the report of the Secretary of the Treasury in 1790, touching 
the bearing of the, upon the receivability of bank notes in payment of 

duties...-.*.^. .. . .... 54 

a revision of the, recommended 199 

Collector at New York, Treasury circulars- to, in 1837, in regard to the specie circular and 

duty-bonds.. ^ .33, 47 

circular from the, in regard to the excessive supply of foreign 
merchandise in 1842 507 
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Collector at Baltimore,* in ]789, Treasury circular to the, in regard to the receipt and trans- 
mission by mail of bank notes. , .... .. , 53 

Collectors of the Customs, made depositeu’ies of the public moneys received by them in 

case of suspension of specie payments by the banks ... 59 

to receive Treasury drafts in payment of duties. 68 

continue to make deposits of public moneys in certain banks. 192 
concerning the report of the ultimate losses o.f public moneys by, 194 
recommendation of collateral security from, as keepers of the 


public moneys, and making any embezzlement of public 
money by them a penal offence. , ...... .195, 196 

Treasury circulars to the, in .1838, in relation to the kind of 
currency receivable in payment of public dues 215, 217 


list of, and of receivers of the public moneys^ having public 
^moneys in their hands, on whom drafts have from time to 
time been placed, and are intended to. be continued, for the 
sums to the credit of the Treasury; showing, also, the bal- 
ances in their hands subject to draft, conformable to returns 


to December 3, 1838 ... 227^ 

Treasury circular of July 14, 1838, to the, exhorting them not 
to use the jjublic moneys for private gain, &c. . . . 230 

a reduction of, recommended, in 1840 . .. .. 364 

Commissioner of Customs proposed in 1837 and 1838. 108, 109, 349 

Compensation, the, to custom-house clerks. ... . .. . 617 

Commerce of the United States, views in 1839 in relation to the. .... 233 

the extent of the — see Imports — see Exports. 
statistical view of the, from the year 1821 to 1842. . . 634 

Commerce, foreign, concerning the fluctuations in the. .. ... .. 604 

what constitutes .legitimate ' 367 

Constitutional currency— see Cttnmc?/. 

Cotton, over product of, and reduction of its price, cause of financial embarrassment in 

1837 .28,95 

the net profits of, in 1835 and 1836 105 

statement of the value of manufactured, imported annually into the United States 

from 1790 to 1838, inclusive. .. 275 

statement of the value of, exported annually from the United States from 1790 to 

1838, inclusive. . , 285 

statements of the value of, exported annually from the United States from 1821 to 

j-r.i AC ey .tn ey a ^ 


Cottons, statements of the kinds and value of, imported into the United States annually 

from 1821 to 1842 . . 636 

the value of manufactures of, imported for the same periods . . , ; - 638 

Credit, the Government, views in 1839 as to some stable mean.s to preserve the 243 

public, views on the necessity of permanent legislation to preserve the, against the 

contingencies of a fluctuating trade. • 184 

how preserved, &c., in 1840. ... .. ■> .354, 355 

the importance of its maintenance . .. 490 

views in 1844 on the importance of sustaining the public. ... ... ... 650 

Credit, an excess of, always ends in revulsion 367 

Crockery ware, the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. 276 
Currency, views in 1837 in regard to the constitutional, and the proper kind of, to be 

received in payment of -public dues, &c. .. ... . ... ........ .21,98 

Treasury circulars to -the Boston merchants and collector at New York in regard 

to the kind of, to be received in payment of duties ... .43, 47 

circular in 1789 in regard to the kind of, receivable for duties 53 

kind of, in view of the collection law, in 1790 receivable in payment of public dues. 54 

the, as afforded by the banks. 103 

views in 1838 on the kind of, received for the public dues, &c.. .. ,. 188 

Treasury circulars of June 1 and July 6, 1838, to the collectors and receivers, 
in relation to the kind of, to be received in payment of public dues.. .... .215, 217 
views in 1839 on the condition of the banking institutions, and the kind of, , 

receivable for public dues ... .... 249 

advantages to4he, by the disuse of paper in paying public dues , , 363 

Custom-house establishment, concerning the. ... - ........ 253' 

bonds — see Bonds. 

clerks, practice of allowing compensation out of the revenue where the fees 
are inadequate, &c., abolished.. ..... .. ........ .. .. .. 617’ 

officers, concerning the restriction on the increase of.. 673 

revision of the pay of, recommended in 1837. . . . . . . - • .109, 199 

reduction of, recommended in 1840.. 364 


responses of the various, of the United States, to Treasury circular 
of November 24, 1842, in regard to the warehouse system. .530 to 595 
VoL. IV. — 44. 
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Customs, Commissioner of, proposed in 1838 and 1837 .108,- 199, 349 

Customs, receipts from, estimated for, and ascertained — 

In 1836.. .. . 89 

1837. ... 2,90, 175 

1838 - 92, 176, 178, 256 

1839. - .180,231,371 


104U • • • > • • <• •• ^ , r > • 

1841 357, 438, 439, 440, 456, 461, 462 

1842 442, 456, 463, 485, 620, 6,03 

1843-’4 , . - 456, 487, 488, 600, 623, 667, 678, 680 


184,5-’6 669 

Customs, receipts from, from 1st January, 1816, to 31st December, 1836, inclusive. . . 459 

from 1st January, 1837, to 31st December, 1840. .. ..... 460 

from 1st January, 1837, to 30th September, 1843 627 

a change of duties recommended in 1841, and an increased revenue therefrom.. . 442 
estimate of the amount which will be received from, in the last quarter of 1841, 
and each of the two succeeding years, under a modification of the tariff.. ..... 466 

views in regard to the receipts from, in 1842 463, 603 

estimated receipts from — see Estimates. 

D. 

Defalcations,, report in 1838 of the probable losses of the'public funds by receivers and col- 
lectors 194 

concerning the list of officers reported as standing on the books of the Treas- 


collateral security from collectors and receivers -and other depositaries, and 


the, by banks, as keepers of thp public moneys 445 

congratulations in 1843 that there are no, by officers of the Government. . . 618 

Defioieney in the Treasury, apprehended . 3 

apprehended at the close of the year 1840, the amount of. . . . 234 
views in 1839 on some permanent safeguards to prevent, &c. . 243 

concerning a provident fund to meet a . 252 

a modification of the tariff recommended in 1840 to prevent a. 362. 


440, 462, 463, 464, 469 

amount of, 31st December, 1842, and views in regard thereto, 487, 488 

amount of, on the 1st January, 1842 598 

probable, at the end of the fiscal year 1843- ’4. .'. 602 

probable, at the end of the fiscal year 1844- ’5. .'. .. ., ,, 603 

the, how supplied .•.. .; . 605 

views in 1843 as to provisions for meeting, in the revenue. 608 

Deposit act of 23d June, 1836, an act to modify the. 217 

Deposits, of the public moneys with the banks, views in 1837 and 1838 in regard to . . . 10, 17, 192 
letter to the Executives of the States, with the' postscript as to the return of the 

transfers in case of non-payment of the ..' 51 

Treasury circular discontinuing the, to such banks as had suspended specie pay- 
ments .. ... 55 

unavoidable 91, 177, 178, 357, 372, 627 

with the banks, considerations in relation to a system of special. ..' 193 

with the States, in 1837 ' ..f.l, 3, 30 

considerations touching obstacles in the way of transfeiring the' last instalment 
of, to the. States 5 


unavailable for the serviceof 1838 .. .. ... .177,178 

the Secretary does not anticipate that there will be any surplus in'the Treasury 

1st January, 1839, to deposit under the act of June, 1836 181 

the obligation to deposit with the States any surplus, not a debt due the States, 181 
further views in 1839, on the impracticability of making available the, and the 

legislation of Congress on the subject ; 184 

concerning the. ,. , 253 

the aggregate amount of .- 627 

(For further information and views in regard to, see Banks — see Public Moneys.) 

.'Deposits, public,. interest on, from 1837 to 1841 .. 455, 

Deposits in the Mint— see Mint. 

Depositories, views in 1837 on the propriety of appointing general. .. . .. 107 

general, under the act of 4th July, 1840 ^ .449, 452 

selection of certain, in 1844 ..... 674 
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Diplomatic service — see Foreign Intercourse. 

Disbursing officers, views in 1840 in regard to, &c 363 

Discounts, the use of the public moneys for, unprofitable and injurious to the banks and 

borrowers - , 192 

District of Columbia,amount of debts of the cities of the, assumed by the Federal Government. 179 

payments on the, and remarks in regard to the debt of ." 273, 

352. 353, 357, 358, 371, 385, 483, 504, 630, 651 

Documents, list of, appended to the Secretary’s report in 1837 ■ 32 

Domestic produce and manufacture, value of annual exports of, frpm 1821 to 1843 inclusive. 632 

views in 1840 on me exports of, for a series of years. 355 
statement of the value of the annual exports of, from 

1821 to .... 634 

\ statements of the value of certain articles of, exported 
annually from 1821 to 1842, and exhibiting the coun- 
tries to which they were exported . . . . .645, 646, 637 

value of exports of, in 1844 683 

exports of, from 1834 to 1840, the value of, 15 per cent. 

added 457 

statement of 'he value of, reexported annually from 


exports of, from 1790 to 1838. .... . . . . .. .285, 287 

See Exports. 

Donations for local objects should be forborne, recommendation in 1838 that.. 187 

Drafts in hands of disbursing officers saleable for specie alone. 363 

Drawback paid on foreign merchandise, domestic refined sugar, and domestic distilled 

spirits, annually, from 1821 to 1842 635 

Drawback, the inequalities of the, on sugar and molasses, and necessity of legal provisions 

to correct . 442 

a retention of a larger percentage of, recommended 611 

Drawbacks, views in 1840, concerning. 354, 360 


Dues, the money receivable for — see. Public Dues. 

Duties, the amount of, collected annually — see Revenue — see Receipts — see Imports — see 


Public Dues. 

the bonds for — see Bonds. 

views in 1837, concerning the extension of credit on 97 

the receipts from, in 1838, and the estimated, for 1839. 183 

how estimated ............ 183 

under protest, concerning the mode of keeping and repaying.. . ... 200 

a modified duty of 20 per cent; ad valorem, recommended in 1841. 442 

increase of, recommended in 1841 . ... . . 469 

the decline in the importations in 1842, not attributable to the system of duties. 490 

the largest importation under the highest rate of. . . 604 

any change in the rate of, not likely to improve the revenue. .. 609 


on tonnage and light money recommended to be applied to hospital purposes. . .610, 616 

. .. • -P__ /I-I -• 


the amount of, on merchandise from 1837 to 1843. ,,.... 626 

the amount of, collected on foreign .merchandise from 1821 to 1842. 631 

amount of, which accrued annually upon imported merchandise, from 1821 to 1842. 633 

statement of the amount of, on merchandise, tonnage,” light money, passports, &c.. 


expense, of collection annually from 1821 to 1842 inclusive. . . 635 

statement of, ad valorem and specific, upon manufactures of iron and steel imported 

into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842 inclusive 64] 

their effect upon importations and the prices' of merchandise, &c 662 

the average yield of, &c., under the act of 1842 671 

of articles imported during the nine months ending 30th June, 1843, the duty on 
which exceeded 35 per cent, on the average wholesale market value of such 

articles.... .. 681 

gross, which accrued in the fiscal year 1844. 683 

Duty, the value of merchandise imported from 1834 to 1839, both inclusive, free of, paying 
ad volorem, and paying specific 274 

E. 


Embarrassments — see Financial. 

Estimates of receipts into the Treasury from all sources and of all expenditure for all 


objects — 

for 1837 2, 3, 90 

for 1838 92, 93, 123, 124, 176, 177, 178 

for 1839 180, 181, 231, 232 

for 1840 234, 235,298,299,351, 352 
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Estimates of receipts into the Treasury from all .sources and of all "expendittfre for alf 
objects^ContiiiMed. 

for 1841. . . ; 357, 358, 390, 391, 439, 440, 456, 462 

for 1842. .442, 463, 485, 486, 598 

for 1843 ..... 487,599 

for 1843- ’4. , ..487, 488, 600, 601 

■for 18.44- ’5 ... .......... ..602,667, 668 

forl845-’,6. 669’ 

explanatory reinarks in 1837 on the, for 1838,. , 99., 101, 123, 124 

explanations in 1838 of the, for 1839, and suggestions on the mode of meeting fluctuations 

in them. - 182 

pf 1839, on an economical .ba.sis. 185' 

views in 1839 in regard to the estimates of receipts for 1840 235, 23G 

explanations in 1839 of the estimates as to th.e expenditures and of some further reduc- 
tions in them.. 237 

yiews in 1840, in regard to the, for 1841. .356, 357 

explanations in 1841, of the, for 1842. ,. 463,487,358,359,390, 442 

views in 1842 of the estimate of 1843......... .,... 488 

views in 1843 oif the estimates of 1844^ ’5. ,. .. ..... . ... ..... 603 

views in 1844 of the estimates of 1845- ’6 ....... ., 670 

of appropriations, in aggregate and detail, for 1838. 123,. 124 

of appropriations fbr 1840. 235,298,-299 

of appropriations for 1841 . . . , 358, 390, 391 

statements under the act of May 1, 1820, accompanying the annual. . ,. ..... , .159, 335, 425 

of the duties on the average value of .iinports, from the 30 th of September, 1834 to- 1840 

mclusiye ... .... ......... ... ..... 458- 

Ewing, Thomas, Secretary of the Treasury— see Fmances. 

Exchanges, domestic and fpreign, views in 1838. on the gppd. condition of the, ... . . .190, 191 

Expenditures of the Government for all o.bjects, estimated for and ascertained, in aggregate 
and in detail, in- 

1836 . .. .89 

1837 ;. 2, 90, 109,175 

1838. 93,177,178,201,256 

1839 180,181,232,257,371 

18.40 .. - 235,352,373,437 

1841. ... ... .. .358,438, 439,440, 4-48, 462, 471, 599 

1842 .. .. . 463, 486,492, 599,620 

1843 487, 599, 623 

1843- ’4. .... .. .. .48, 600, 601,667,678 

1844- ’5. ... .. .. .603,668,680 

1845- t6....... . 669 

Expenditures, yiews in 1837 in regard t.o the estimates of, for 183.8 .94, 101 

and revenue for 1837 , further explanation as to the effect upon them by laws 

passed at the special session in 1837, , ........ 96 

prediction in 1837 that on certain contingencies the, can be reduced to 
P7, 000, 000, and views why former predictions of reduction were not real- 
ized i ... .... 101 

views in 1838 in regard to the fluctuations'in the. ..182, 184, 185 

yiews in 1838 on a reduction of the annual to meet the diminished revenue 
apprehended in consequence of the gradual reductions in the tariff... . .185, 187 
views in 1839 why the exp.e.n.ditures in 1840. will be less than those of the 

previous year, and why they should not be more than $18,000,000 237, 

238, 252 

general views in 1839 in regard to the causes of increase in the. , , 239 

considerations in 183.9 as to some permanent safeguard under fluctuations in 

receipts .a.nd. .... .. .242, 252 

proposition for a reduction o.f. ... .. 252 

general yiews in 1840 in regard to, and fpr a reduction of the.. , 366 

exceeded the revenue, and how, and .the necessity of early regulation to pre- 
vent a further augmentation. . , ............ , ........... .441, 442 

excess of, over revenues, in 1842. ... 599 

views in 1843 in regard .to a dimi.nution .of the. ,,.. . ... , 605 

views in 1844 against extravtigance in ....'. . . , . . .. 662 

average rate of, for certain years, exclusive of the public debt. 605 

exclusive of trust funds, loans, and Treasury notes, from 1816 to 183.6, and 

fro.m 1st January, 1837, .to 30th Eecember, 1840. .459, 460 

average annual expenditures from I 8 I 6 to' 1836, and from 1836 to 1840. .459, 460 

exce.ss of average a,nnual expenditure fo.r current expenses o.yer receipts ■ 460 

.statement of the annual expenditures pn all accounts, frpm .January 1, 1837, 

" to September. 30, 1843. 627 
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-Expenditures, an account of the principal and interest of the public debt existing before 
1837, between January 1, 1837, and September 30, 1843, and for interest 
on loans and Treasury notes from 1831 to 1843. ...... .... ...626, 627 

see Miscellaneous Expenditures — see Th'easury J>/'otes — see Estimates — see Public 
Debt — see J^aval Se^'vice — -see Eoreign Intercourse. 
for the see Militanj Service. 

-Expenses of Government, views in 1843 in regard to a reduction in the., , 607 

of collecting the revenue — see Collection. 
see’ Expenditures. 

Explosions — see Steam-boilers. 

-Exports, in 1837, ascertained and estimated, and views in regard to'. . . . 94 

«tatementof the value of, during the years ending 30th September, 1836- ’37.,. . . . 171 

— ..-I.-... _-/» -- -.1- . r 1 -ir in.-.-.-vi nrl mno 


value' of; during the commercial year ending 30th' September, 1839, and vie-ws in 

relation to the amount, &c., of. 233 

statement of the value of imports and, during the years 1834, 1835, 1836, 1837, 

1838, and 1839. ' 274 

statement of the value of annual, d-orheStic and foreign, from the United States, 

from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. 285 

statement exhibiting the States from which the annual, from 1790 to 1838 were 

made, and the value of, from each State, &c : . : 287 

countries to which the annual, 'froni the United States were made from 1790 to 

1838 inclusive, and the annual value of, to each country. .... 291 

views in 1839 in regard to past imports and, of the United States 294 

in 1840, the amount and peculiarities of, showing an excess over the imports. . 354 

vietVs in 1840 on the, of domestic products for a series of years 355 

statement exhibiting the value of imports and, annually, from 1791 to 1840 inclusive, 

and the excess in either case for the same period. 387 

value of, and imports during each presidency, from Mr. Monroe’s second term to 

Mr. Van Buren’s, inclusive. ..' .. .. 388 

of bullion and specie during the year ending 30th September', 1838 224 

Of bullion and specie annually from 1790 to' 1838. . . i 286 

average Value of, for six years, &c., &c , .. ..... 456 

of domestic' and foreign produce from' 1834 to 1840, thevalue of 15 per cent, addM. 457 

value of, during the' year ending 30th September, 1842 505 

value of foreign merchandise exported annually from 1821 tO' 1841 . . 506 

Statement of the value of, of domestic produce and manufacture, and' of foreign 

1 .^-.1 i» 1 rtrti loirt /»«vi cort 


s'tatisti'cal view of the commerce oi the United States, exhibiting the value of im- 
ports and, annually,. from 1821 to 1842. . . ' 634 

■statements of the value of certain articles of domestic produce and manufacture, 


statement exhibiting the value of, during the year ending 30th June, 1844.. . , , 683 

F. 

Fees., the surplus, of clerks of district and circuit courts, concerning. , .. . 607 

Finan'oes, in 1837^ reports' of Mr. Woodbury on the state of the Government. . , .1, 89 

1838,' report of Mr. Woodbury on the state of the 175 

1839-, repoi't of Mr. Woodbury on‘ the state of the.. . . ... 231 

1840, report of Mr. Woodbury on the state of the.. . 351 

1841, report of Mr. Ewing on the state of the .. 437 

1841, report of Mr. Forward on the state of the. .. 461 

1842, report of Mr. Forward on the state of the. . .. .. 485 

1843- ’4, report of 'Mr. Spencer on the state of the. , ... 597 

1844- ’5, report of Mr. Bibb on the slate of the. 649 

of the 'GoVernmeht, recornmendation in 1837 of certain legal provisions for the 

‘ proper' administration of the, : .. ... ...... 107 

touching the recommendation of permanent measures to meet any fluctuation in 

the.',;., .. ■ 183 

Financial embarrassment, views in 1837 and 1838 in regard to some general causes of, 

and remedies for. , .......... ... ... ... .28,184 

the excess of importation of foreign merchandise over the ex- 
ports one great cause of. ..... . . 233 

legislation recommended in 1840 to prevent ... 355 

Financial operations of the Government, general views in 1840 in regard to the. 365 

Fiscal year, alteration in the, proposed. .. ..... 199,349 

the change in the. . 597 

Fish’, exported annually from the United' States from 1790 to 1825, inclusive, the value of. 286 
exported annually from the United- States, from 1821 to 1842, inclusive, the value of. 645 
Fishing vessels, allowances to, annually, from 1621 to 1842. 635 
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Flannel, Amencan, the price of, in 1842. .... ^ 508^ 

Flax and hemp, statement of the value of manufactures of, imported into the United States 

annually, from- -1821 to 1849, inclusive 640 

Flax — see Linens. 

Flour, exported annually from the> United States’ from 1790 to 1838,. inclusive, the value of. 286 
statement of the value of, exported annually from the United States, from 1821 to 

1842, and of the countries to which exported. . . .645, 646, 647 

Fluctuation in receipts and expenditures — see Finances. 

Foreign intercourse, estimates for 1838 for . .123, 144, 156, 159, 177 

estimates for 1839 for. ......... .. 181,239 

estimates for 1840 for.. 298, 235, 322, 332 

estimates for 1841 for. .. . .. 358, 390, 413, 422, 440, 462 

estimates for 1842 for .. .. .. .► • 486 

estimates for 1843 for .... .487,601 

estimates for 1844-’5 for. ... ..... ... 488,603' 

estimates for J,845-’6 for.. . - .. .. .. ....... 669’ 

appropriations made in 1837 for. . .. .. ‘...144,159 

appropriations made In 1839 for. .. ... 299,322,335' 

appropriations made in 1840 for .. .. .413, 42S 

appropriations made in 1841 for.. 438' 

expenditures in 1837-on account of. .. ....... 109, 175 

expenditures in 1838 on account of .. 178,201,256 

expenditures in 1839 on account of. . . .. , , .. . .239, 257, 371 

expenditures in 1840 on. account of 352, 373, 437 

expenditures in 1841 on a-ccount of. .....462, 471 

expenditures in 1842 on account of. .486, 492, 620 

expenditures in 1843- *4 on account of. ,...600, 623, 678 

expenditures in 1844- ’5 on account of. .... .668, 680 

Fortifications,, a reduction of appropriations for, recommended in 1838.. . 187 

estimates for 1838 for .. .. .. .. 148 

estimates for 1839 for.. .. .. 181,232 

'estimates for 1840 for . .. .. ... . .. 235,298^326 

estimates for 184 L for. .. .. .358, 390, , 416, 440, 462 

estimates for 1842 for. , ... .. . .. .. .. .. ............ 486 

estimates for 1843 for.. ...’ .. .487, 601 

estimates for 1844- ’5 for. • .. ..... • . *. .. .488, 603' 

estimates for 1845- ’6 for .. 679 

appropriations made in 1837 for.. .... ... .. .. .m. ....148, 164 

appropriations made in 1839 for .. ... ...326, 339 

appropriations made in 1840 for. . .. ... . 417,429 

appropriations made in 1841 for ; .. ... ... . . . . ... .438, 439 

expenditures in 18.37 forV .. .. .. .... .. .. 175 

expenditures in 1838 for .. .. ... , .177,202, 256‘ 

expenditures in 1839 for. .. .. . .232, 258, 371 

expenditures in 1840 for. .352, 374, 437 

expenditures in 1841 for. . i .. .. .. .438,462, 472 

expenditures, in 1842 for. , .. ..... .. .486, 492, 621- 

expenditures in 1843- ’4 for. .... . ..... .. .... 624, 679 

expenditures in 1844-*5 for. . . . J.. , . , 668, ^680 

Forward, Walter, Secretary of the Treasury — see Finances. 

Prance, the sixth instalment due from, to the United States, paid. - . ... .. 199 

the interest on the first four instalments of the indemnity due by . . .. .. 253 

Funds — see Trust Fands. 

public, unavailable.. .91, 177, 178, 372, 69T 

G. 

General Land Office, concerning the.. .. . . 253 

the operations of the, in 1840, concerning .. .. 364 

the operations of the — see Public Lands. 

Georgetown, the debt of, assumed by the Federal Government.. ...... . ... »179, 273, 385 

payments on said debt — see DislHct of Cohwnhia. 

Grain and flour, views in 1837 touching the price of, their value, and the quantity 
imported and exported, and their bearing upon the national finances and the stability of 

trade ...... 95 

Great.Britain, the warehouse system of — see Warehouse system. 


H. 

Harbors and rivers, the improvement of — 

estimates for 1838 

estimates for 1839. .. 

estimates for 1840 . 


148 

.181, 232, 371 
.235,. 29a 
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Harbors and rivers, the improvement of — Continued. 

appropriations for 1837 .148, 164 

•appropriations for 1839 .. .. 339 

appropriations for 1840. . .. .. .. .. 432 

appropriations for 1841 . . , , , , 439 

expenditures in 1837. . .. . 1 . 175 

expenditures in 1838 ..... .187,202,256 

expenditures in 1839. ,, .. . .... ...... .. .. .. .. .232, 258 

expenditures' in 1840. ... .. .. ^ .. , .352,374 

expenditures in 1842 . .. 621 

expenditures in 1843-H. ... ... .. . . .624, 679 

Hemp, the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1800, inclusive. 277 

clean Russia, the price of, in 1842... - 507 

imported into the United States annually, from 1821 to 1842, the value of manufac- 
tures of ..... . .. 636 


and cordage imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842, statements 

of the value of. 637, 642 

and flax, statement of the value of manufactures of, imported into the United States 

annually from 1821 to 1842. 640 

Holland, remarks in 1837 in regard to the outstanding appropriation under the act of May 

20, 1836, to pay the debt due by the District of Columbia. 91 

the debt due — see District of Columhia. 

Home market, the creation of a, recommended in 1841. .... 468 

Home valuation under the tariff of 1833. . . . 465 


I. 


Importations of foreign goods, the excessive, a cause of financial embarrassments in J837. ^9 

how affected by the expansions and contractions of the cur- 
rency .. ... ... .. 236 

Smporta, the value of, in 1837, and views in regard to the diminution of. ... 94 

views, in 1837, in 'regard to the fluctuations in, caused by restrictive legislation, &c. 100 
statement of the value of, during the years ending 30th September, 1836 and 
1837-' , .171 


the value of the, during the commercial year ending 30th September, 1839, t^nd 

views in. relation to the amount, &c., of. . . .. .. 233 

the effects of the excess of, over the exports, treated of. 233 

.statement exhibiting the value of, and exports during the years 1834, 1835, 1836, 

1837, 1838, and 1839. . . _ 274 

statement of the quantity, kind, and value of imports into the United States, from 
the 1st October, 1789, to the. 30th September, 1838, and the value of those 

retained in the country.;. . ... .. ,.275 

statement showing from what countries the imports into the United States, from 
1790 to 1838, inclusive, were derived, and into what States they were entered, 

and the value in each case. . . .. 278, 281 

views in 1839 in regard to the past, and exports. ........ .. 294 

in 1840, the amount and peculiarities of, &c.. .. .354,367 

statement of the annual value of, and exports, from 1791 to 1840, inclusive, and 
the excess of imports and of exports annually, for the same period. . .. 387 

value of exports and, during each presidency, from Mr. Monroe’s second term 
to Mr. Yan Buren’s, inclusive. .. .. .. .. .. .. 388 

average value of, for six years. ... .. .... ,, .. , .. .. 456 

from 1834 to 1840, and value thereof. .... .... 457 

estimate of duties on thie average value of, from 1834 to 1840, inclusive. 458 

of bullion and specie from I82i to 1842. .. , .636, 645 

■of bullion and specie during the year ending 30th September, 1838. .... , , ,, 224 

of bullion'and specie from 1790 to 1838. , , .... .. .. 277 

of bullion and specie from 1834 to 1840 .. 458 

the decline in the, in 1842, not attributable to our system of duties 490 

the value of, during the years ending 30th September, 1840, 1841, and 1842. 505 

statements of the value of foreign merchandise imported, &c., annually, from 1821 

to 1843, and the amount of duties accruing thereon. .... . . 631, 633 

statistical view of the commerce oftheUnitedStates, exhibiting the value of exports 

and-, annually, from 1821, to 1842. , .. 634' 

statements of the value of the principal articles of merchandise imported into the 

United States annually, from 1821 to 1842. . , , 636, 637 

statements exhibiting the value of manufactures of cotton and wool, flax and 


hemp, iron and steel, hemp and cordage, ‘imported from 1821 to 1842, inclusive, 638, 

639,640,641,642 

statement of the'value of articles imported into the United States, designating the 
countries from which received, annually, from 1821 to 1842, inclusive 643, 644 
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Imports, statement of articles imported during nine months ending June, 1843, the duty on 


which exceeded thirty-five per cent, on the average wholesale market value of 

such articles. ... ..... 681 

statement of the value of, and exports during the year ending 30th June, 1844. . < 683 
Indemnities — see France — see J\^aples. 

Independent Treasury, views in 1837 and 1838 in favor of an. 10, 106, 198 

views in 1838 in regard to the operations of the. , . , 192 

views in 1840 in regard to the operations of the 362 

views in 1841 against the, and against individual custodians of the 

public moneys, and in favor of the repeal of the 444 

Indian affairs,, remarks in 1840 in regard to. .... ... , . . . , . . , . , , 366 

Inscriptions, Spanish, concerning the payment of. .. ..... ...... 108 

Insolvent banks, Government funds unavailable in the — see Banks. 

Insolvent debtors, extension of the acts of Congress for the relief of, proposed 350 

; Internal improvements by the Federal Government, reductions in appropriations for, 

recommended .i.... .. .. .. .. 187 

Intercourse — see Foreign Intercourse. 

Iron and steel, the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive.. . 276 
imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842, the value of 

manufactures of. .. . . ..... 636 

manufactured and unmanufactured, statement of the value of, imported into 

theUnited States annually from 1821 to 1842. ... ; 641 

Russia, bar, the price of, in 1842 507 

Judicial condemnation of goods, the expanse of ... .. 607 

L. 

Land laws, as to any modifieation of the. .-. .. , , 608- 

Lands, public, receipts from the sale of, &c. — see Public Lands — 'See General Land Office. 

Lead,. imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842, the value of 637 

the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. 277 

Linens, the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. . 277 

and the manufactures of llax, imported into the United States annually from 1821 

to 1842, the' value of. . . ... ... ... 636 

Light money — see Tonnage and. 

Light-house establishment, recommendation in 1838 of a reduction of appropriations for. ..186, 187 

° ! .L- rtrrt 


Light-houses, on a part of the’AtlaiUic coast, concerning proper sites for.. , ... '108 

concerning. 199 

Loans, to supply the Treasury — see Treasuni Mtcs. 

per acts of 21st July, 1841,’ of 15th April, 1842, and of .3d of March, 1843, receipts 

from, estimated and actual, in 1841. .. 461, 470 

in 1842 485, 486, 491, 599 , 620 

in 1843 , .487, 600, 623 

inl843-’4.. . 667,678 

statement of receipts from, from January 1, 1837, to September 30, 1843. . 626 

expenditures on account of the, of 1841, 1842, and 1843 — 


in 18'42 .486, 502, 599, 622, 627 

in 1843 487, 600, 625, 627 

in 1843- ’4 .488, 602, 627, 680 

in 1844- ’5 . . .603, 627, 668, 680 

in 1845:- ’6 670 

statement in 1842 of the amount due on the, of 1841- ’2, the, former redeemable 1st 

January, 1844, and the latter the 1st of January, 1863. - 504 

statement of the payments frorh Jnnuar-y 1, 1837, to September 30, 1843^ and of 

interest on account of the ..... .626,627 

statement of persons, to whom was awarded the loan of 1843, the terms of accept- 
ance, &c., and of the offers not. accepted, &c. 629 

statement, December 1, 1843, of amount of outstanding 630 

statements in 1844 of the indebtedness of theUnited States on account of. .652, 676, 677 

recommended in 1841. .... ., >,.■ 443, 444 

views ns to the anticipated receipts from, in- 1842' 463 

to make the late loan available, an extension of time" recommended. , ... ... 464 

concerning the. , . , . , , . 489 

a new loan recommended in 1843 to meet a deficit. . .i ..... . 606 

considerations in. 1843 in regard, to the loan authorized by the act of March, 1843. . 613 

views in 1844. in regard to the interest on the-, and the payment of the. .660, 661 


Lumber^ exported annually from.the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive, the value 

of 286 

exported annually, from the United States from 1821 to 1842 inclusive; the value of. 645 
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M. 

Manufacture, domestic, statement of the value of the annual exports of, from 1821 to 1842. 632 

Manufactures, the value of certain, imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 

1842. .......... .......... , , , 636 

statements exhibiting the value of, of cotton and wool, flax and hemp, iron 

and steel, hemp and cordeige,- imported from 1821 to 1842 inclusive 638, 

239, 640, 641, 642 

statement of the value ofj imported into the United States a.s above, annuaHy, 
from 1821 to 1842, and the countries from^whence received. . .... .643, 644 

statements exhibiting the value of certain articles of domestic produce and, 
exported annually from the United States from 1821 to 1842, and the 

countries to which exported. .. . .............. ...■ 645,646, 647 

the value of, exported-annually from the United States from 1821 to 1842. 645 

statement of the value of^ expo-rted annually from the United States from 
1789 to 1838 inclusive.- ^ i. .... ... 285 

Marine hospitals, concerning places most suitable for. .. . . .... 108 

Marine Corps, appropriations and expenditures for the— see J^aval Semce— see Estimates 
— see' Expenditures. 

Merchandise, for the annual irnports and exports of-^see Imports^Exports. 

statement of the kind and value of imports of, from the 1st October, 1789, to 
the 30th of September,' 1828, and the countries from whence derived. .275, 279 
statement of the exports of, for the same period. . . i .. 287 

foreign, the value ofy exported annually from 1821 to 1841. . 506 

a redundant supply of foreign, in' the United State's before the enactment of 

the tariff of 1842, and the prices of certain. . . w . 507 

foreign,-imported and reexported, the amount of duties on, from 1837 to 1843. 626 

foreign, statements of the value of, imported, reexported, and consumed or 

on hand, annually, from 1821 to 1842 631, 632 

statement of the value of, imported from 1821 to 1842, and- the gross duties 

from 1821 ‘to 1842 633 

foreign, statement of the value of the annual exports of, from 1821 to- 1842, 634 
foreign, drawbacks paid on, annually, from 1821 to 1842. . . ... ... 635 

statements exhibiting the value of the principal articles of, imported annually 
into the United States from 1821 to 1842 inclusive, and showing the coun- 
tries from whence received 636, 638, 639,.. 640, 641, 642, 643, 644 

statements exhibiting the value of certain articles of domestic produce and 
manufacture, and bullion and specie, exported annually frorh the United 
States from, 1821 to 1842 inclusive, and the countries to which exported.. 645, 

6-46, 647 

statement of articles imported in nine months of 1843, at a rate of duty aver- 
aging, 35 per cent.. .. . .. .. ........ 681 

the value and kind of, imported and exported 

Military service, including, fortifications, armories, arsenals, -ordnance, Indian affairs, revo- 
lutionary and military pensions, and internal improvements— 

estimates' for 1838 - .123, 146, 156, ,164 178 

estimate's for 1839 .. .. , .. . . .; 181, 232 

estimates for 1840. .. .... . .2.35,- 298, 323, 333 

estimates for.1841. 358, 390, 397, 414, 423, 440, 462 

estimates for 1842. .. .. 486 

estimates for 1843. .... .. . . .. .487, 601 

estimates for 1844- ’5. .. .. ... ....... .. ... ... .. .488, 603 

estimates for 1845- ’6. .. .... .... 670 

appropriations made in 1837. .. 146, 164 

appropriations made in 1839 .. .. .. . .. .. i .323, 339 

appropriations made in 1840 ..... .... .414, 429 

appropriations made in 1841. .. .. .. .438, 439 

expenditures', in 1837 ... ........ .. Ill, 175 

expenditures in 1838. 177,178, 202 

expenditures in 1839 . ... . .J .. .. 232, 258, 371 

expenditures in 1840. .. .352,374, 437 

expenditures in 1841. .1439, 462, 472 

expenditures in 1842. . . .. , .. .....486,493,621 

expenditures in 1843- ’4. ...600, 601,624, 679 

expenditures in 1844- ’5. .... .668, 680 

Militia service, &c. — see Expenditures — see Estimates. 

Mint, the amount of deposits in the, and considerations in regard to. .... 2, 177 

concerning the. ...... ... 199, 253 

deposits in the, under the act of .Tune'23‘, 1836, and January 18,, 1837'. . .91, 451, 454 

views in 1837 on the- propriety of imposing the duty of a general depository on the. . 107 
recommendation of legal penalties' in case of embezzlement of any of the public 
funds in the. .. . . .195, 196 
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Mint, amount of special deposits in the, and subject to draft 1st December, 1838. . 228 

Mint certificates, recommendation in 1837 that the, be receivable in payment of public dues . 26 

Miscellaneous service — 

estimates for 1838. .. .123, 144, 156, 159, 178 

estimates for 1839 181, 232 

estimates for 1840. .. . .. ,• .. 235,298, 318, 331 

estimates for 1841. . ... .358,390, 410, 422,440, 462 

estimates for 1842 .. .. .. 486 


estimates for 1843- ’4. 
estimates for 1844- ’5. 
estimates for 1845-’6. 
expenditures in 1837. 
expenditures in 1838. 


487, 601 

.488, 602, 603 

669 

109, 175 

... ' 177, 178, 201,256 

expenditures in 1839 232, 257, 371 

expenditures in 1840^- 352, 373, 437 

expenditures in 1841 . .. .438, 462, 471 

expenditures in 1842 . . .486, 492, 620 

expenditures in 1843-’4. .. . .. .600,624, 678 

expenditures in 1844- ’5 668, 680 

appropriations made in 1837 144, 159 

appropriations made in 1839. .. ' .. .299,318, 335 

appropriations made in 1840 .. .. ... .410, 425 

appropriations made in 1841. .... 438 

Miscellaneous sources, receipts from — see Receipts. 

Molasses, the value of, imported'into theUnited States annually from 1790to 1838 inclusive. 276 

the value of, imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842 637 

Moneys of the Government, the safe-keeping of — see Public Money. 

N. 


Naples, the fifth instalment of indemnity due by, paid. 

the sixth instalment due by, paid. . 

another indemnity paid . 

Naval service, including the Marine Corps — 
estimates for 1838. 
estimates for 1839. 
estimates for 1840. 
estimates for 1841. 
estirnates for 1842. 
estimates for 1843. . 
estimates for 1844- ’5. 
estimates for 184.5- ’6 . 

expenditures in 1837 . .. 

expenditures in 1838 '. . . 

expenditures in 1839 

expenditures in 1840 . . ... 

expenditures in 1841. 

expenditures in 1842. 

expenditures in 1843- ’4 . . .... 
expenditures in 1844- ’5. ... ..... 

appropriations for 1837. 
appropriations for 1839. 

appropriations for 1840 

appropriations made in 1841. 

Navigating interests in 1840 prosperous. 


. . 199 

253 

: 364 

.. .123,153,157,168,178 

181, 232 

235, 298, 329, 333 

358, 390, 418, 423, 440, 462 

...486 

. ;. .. .487,602 

488, 603 

670 

120, 176 

177, 178, 202, 256 

.232, 270, 371 

.3.52,383,437 

438, 462, 480 

486, 501,621 

. . .600, 625, 680 

'...668 

152, 169 

328, 344 

418, 4.35 

•' . ...438 

. .355 


P 

Passports, duties on, annually, from 1821 to 1842 ... .63^ 

Patent Office, concerning the money to the credit of. 3 

Pension grants, the expense of, views in 1838 on the propriety of avoiding an increase of, 

during the gradual reduction of the tariff j 188 

Pork, hogs, &c., exported annually from the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusiye, 

the value of . 286 

statement of .fhewalue of, exported'.annually from the United States from 
1821 to 1842, and of the countries to which exported. . . . .645, 646, 647 

Port of entrv, at Independence, the establishment of a, recommended . . .617 

Post-Office Department, concerning the money to the credit of ... ... 3 

Preemption and graduation laws, the passage of, recommended in 1839 252 

Premiums offered and accepted for the stock of theUnited States loan in 1843 629 


President of the United States, memorials in 1837 of merchants. Chamber of Commerce, &c., 

for a recision of the specie circular, and for a stay on the payment of duty bonds.. .38, 40, 41 
Produce — see Domestic Produce. 
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Public debt of the United States, expenditures, estimated for and actual, for payments on 
account of the funded and unfunded, in — 

1837 .9,90,92,111,176,178 

1838., 177,178,202,256,272 

1839 . ,..181,232,272,371 

1840. ' .352,384,385,437 

1841. • 357, 358, 438, 441, 462, 482 

1842. 486, 502, 599, 622 

1843 ■ 487, 625 

1843- ’4 .'. ' .488,600,602,680 

1844- ’5 603, 652, 668, 680 

1845- ’6 , ' 670 


Public debt, principal and interest on the old, undischarged— 

inl&6 ■ 92 

in 1837. ., 179 

in 1938 •• 272 

in 1839. , : 385 

in 1840 ... 483 

in 1842 . . . . 504 

in 1843. , . 630 

in 1844 .676, 677 

concerning the extinguishment of the 187 

views in 1837, in regard to the foreign, of the United States . 95 

views in 1840 in regard to the . . 353 

on account of the citie.s of Washington, Alexandria, and Georgetown, and pay- 
ments of interest thereon, .. .17Si, 273, 352, 357, 358, 371, 385, 483, 504, 630, 651 

statement of the old and new, December 1, 1843. . . . 630 

statement of the old and new, July 1 and December 1, 1844 ... ..651, 676, 677 

expenditures for debt and.interest, exclusive of payments arisingfrom loans and 

Treasury notes, from 1st January, 1816, to 3lst December, 1836 459, 460 

views in 1841 on the means of providing for the, and in favor of funding the. . 440, 

441, 443 

amount paid from 1816 to 1837. . .. .. . .. 441 

when paid, and how much paid. . .. .. 606 

statement and views in 1844- ’5 in regard to the .652, 653 

statements of payments on account of the old, funded and unfunded since— 

1st December, 18.36 92 

1st December, 18.37. .. ... .. 178 

1st December, 1838. .. .. .. •• 272 

1st December, 1839. .. . .. . .. . 385 

1st December, 1840. ...... 483 

payments of principal and interest of the old, between January 1, 1837, and 
December 31, 1840, and between January 1, 1841, and September 30, 

1843 • . 696, 697 

statement of payments on account of the old, Treasury notes and interest, from 

January 1, 1837, to September 30, 1843 627 

in 1790, foreign and domestic. . . 654 

on account of the Revolution. 654 

in 1800. .. .. 654 

ip 1810 154 

in 1816. ’. 654 

in. 1820 '. 654 

in 1830 .. 654 

in 1835. .. . . 655 

interest paid on the, from 1789 to 1835 655 

new, incurred in 1841-’2,.and ’3, and for payments of principal and interest 
thereon — see ’’Loans — see Treasury Motes. 
see Revobitionary Veht. 

considerations in 1844 as to the existing security for payment of interest and 
ultimate redemption of the principal of the 657 


Public dues, views in 1837 on the hind of money receivable for, cfec.. . . .. .21, 43, 47 

bank notes made receivable in 1789, for 53 

Treasury circular in 1790, in regard to the bearing of the collection law on 

the receivability of bank notes in payment of. . 54 

Treasury drafts tp be received in payment of. -. .. 68 

views in 1838 on the kind of currency received for the ... 188 

Treasury circulars of June 1 and July 6, 1838, to the collectors and re- 
ceivers in relation to the kind of currency to he received in payment of. . . .215, 217 
views in 1839 on the condition of the banking institutions generally and 

the kind of money receivable for. .. . ... ... . 249 

Public credit — see Credit. 
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Public lands, receipts from the sales of, estimated for and ascertained — 

in 1836. • 89 

in 1837 ; 2, 90, 175 

in 1838 ...... .. ...92, 176,178,256 


111 loau. oo±j aoi 

in 1841. . - 357,438, 439,440,461,462 

in 1842; 485, 620 

in 1843... , .487, 488, 600, 623, 667, 678, 680 


in 1845- =6 ,. . 669 

■J* receipts from the sales of, from 1st January, 1816, to 31st December, 1836. 459 
receipts from the sales of, from 1st January, 1837,' to 31st December, 1840. 460 
receipts from the sales of, from' 1st January, 1837, to September 30, 1843. 627 
views in 1837 itr regard to th'e fluctuations' in the receipts from, and on the 

estimates for' the future . .. . .' . ...’. .. ., 99 

recommendations to receive payments in advance for. , . . . 107 

views in 1839 in regard to the ftuctuations in the sales of, &c., and how the 

Government finances are affected thereby '. . .... 242 

views in regard to the estimate of sales of, in 1839. 182, 183 

views as to the receipts from, in 1842. ..... ;. ... .. . 463 

views in 1843, in regard to tha sales of the. . . .. ' 604 

considerations in 1844 in regard to and the revenues to be derived from the, 656 

concerning the .' 253 

Public moneys, unavailable in 1837, 1838, 1839, 1840, 1841. .. ., ,, .91, 177, 178., 357, 372, 627 


circular. May 12, 1837, directing the collectors of customs and receivers 
of, to collect and safely keep tne, in case of a suspension by the banks. 59 
extract from the Treasury report in 1790 as to a new class of officers to 

keep and transfer the 60 

statements showing the condition of the, in the former and present banks 

of deposit and Mint in August, 1837 .... .64, 65 

under the opinion of the Attorney General, and by order of the President, 
the, to be deposited with speciemaying banks, and with other banks, on 
condition of approved security for a prompt return in kind, &c. .... 68 

views in 1837 in regard to the banks and safekeeping Of the 102 

practicability of keeping the, independent of the banksas fiscal agents. .106, 107 

the use of the, for discounts by the banks unprofitable, &c 192 

views in 1838 on the manner of keeping the, and changes proposed 192 

collateral security for the safekeeping of the, recommended. 194, 195 

recommendation that the embezzlement of the, be made a penal offence. . . 196 
see Banks. 

amount subject to draft in certain genera! deposit banks the 1st December, 

1838... 224 

list of collectors of customs and receivers of, having moneys in their hands 

subject to draft, conformable to returns to December 3, 1838. 227 

list of late deposit banks in which special deposits have been made, and 
the amount of special deposits subject to draft 1st December, 1838. . . , 228 

statement of balances of, due Ih'e United- States on the 10th November, 
1834, from banks formei-ly depositaries of the public money, with the 

credits to which they are entitled for payments since that date. 229 

list of certain banks which Suspended specie payments, and balances due 
by them on- 3d December, 1838, on bonds given under the act of 16th 

October; 1837 ... 230 

Treasury circular of .July 14', 1838, in regard to the safekeeping of the, and 
exhorting the depositaries not fo-employ it for private advantage, &c ..... 230 
views in 1839 on the manner of keeping, the, and the proper guards 

against losses , ' ,. 244 

statement of the, available for general purposes 1st January, 1839. . , 255 

statement in 1839 of, in the two general deposit banks. . .. .. .. 346 

available in 1841 in the deposit banks 357 

opinions in 1840 that the mode established by CongreSs 'for the safekeeping 

of the, has answered well, &c .. . .... 362 

views in 1841 in regard to keeping and disbursing the, adverse to the inde- 
pendent Treasury 444 

subject to draft,, in 184T, in the hands of the Treasury agents, enu- 
merated. 1 .449, 452 

R. 

Receipts into the, Treasury, from all sources-, as estimated for, and ascertained — 

in 1836. , . „ - 89 
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Receipts into the Treasury, from all sources, as estimated for, and ascertained.,— Confttttied. 

in 1837. . . 2, 90, 175 

in 1838. .. 92, 176, 178, 256 

in 1839. .. .180,231,371 

in 1840 .. .234, 351,. 437 

in 1841 357, 438, 4.39, 440, 4.56, .461, 470, 599 

in 1842. .. .463, 485, 491,' 599, 620, 603 

in 1843 '..487, .599, 623 

in 1843- ’4. .488, 600, 601, 667, 678 

in 1844- ’5 ' .602,667,680 

in 1845-’6. , , . ... , • 669 

views in 1837 in regard to the estimated, for 1838 93, 99 

views in 183.9 in regard to the estimates of, for 1840, and on 
some permaiient safeguard under fluctuation in expenditures 

and . ..V , .236, 242 

explanatory views in regard to the estimates of, for 1839 . . 182, 183 
views on the necessity of guards to preserve . the public faith 

against the fluctuations in the. . 184, 185 

explanatory views in regard to the estimates of, for 1840.. 236 

as to the probable deficit in the, for 1837. . .. 5 

as to the effect of legislatio.n of the special session in 1837 upon 

the, of the current year. 96 

the entries on the books of the Register do not always show 
the true dates of the. , , , . .., , ,, 441 


explanation of the, of 1842. . 1 , .. ....... .... .. .. 603 

the average rate of, for several years, deficiency in, &c 605 

exclusive of the trust funds. Treasury notes, and loans, from 

1st January, 1816, to 31st December, 1836. 459 

average annual receipts from 1816 to 1836, and from 1837 to 

1840., 459, 460 

excess of average annual, over expenditures for current ex- 
penses from 1816 to 1836. . . .. 459 

e.xclusive of trust funds, loans’, and Treasury notes, &c. , from 

1st January, 1837, to 31st December, 1840 460 

statement ofthe, from customs., lands., and miscellaneou.s sources, 
from debts and other funds existing prior to 1837, and from 
loans and Treasury n'otes annually, from January 1, 1837, tp 

September 30, 1843 626 

from the bonds due by the United States Bank — see Bank ^ 
the United States. 

from public lands — see PiMic Lands. 
from customs — see Customs. 


from loans — see Treasury M>les — see Loans — see Estimates. 


Receivers of .the Public Moneys, made depositaries of the public Moneys in case of a suspen- 
sion of specie payments by the banks .59 

to receive Treasury drafts in payment for public, lands. ... 68 

views in 1837 on the propriety of .making, general deposi- 
taries 107 


continue to make deposits of public raoney.s in certain banks 192 
losses of public moneys by, concerning. .. ,, .... 194 

recommendation of collateral security from, as keepers of the 
public moneys, and making any embezzlement by them a 

penal offence 195, 196 

Treasury circulars in 1838 to the, in relation to the kind of 

currency receivable for lands, &c . .215, 217 

list of, having public moneys in their hands, on whom drafts 
have been placed , &c. , and the balance in their hands sub- 
ject to draft conformable to returns to Dec, 3,. 1838 227 

Treasury circular of July 14, 1838, in regard to the safe- 
keeping of the public money, and exhorting them, in the 
absence of legislation, to vigilance, and against the use of 

the public, moneys to private advantage, &c 230 

Receivers General and Treasurers, views in 1840 in regard to 362 

Reexportations, value of foreign merchandise reexported annually from 1821 to 1842 631 , 

632, 635 

Reserved funds in the Treasury in 1837. .. . 1 

Retrenchment in the expenditures, views in 1838 on the necessity of, and the proper 

objects of. ■ 186 

Retrenchment recommended — see jEvpcnses— see Expenditures. 


Revenue, the surplus — see Surplus — see Dqiosits with tlte States. 

considerations in 1837 in regard to the the causes of fluctuations in the 95 
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Revenue, and expenditures in 1837, further explanations as to the, and the effect upon them 

by laws passed at the special session in 1837 .... 96 

views in 1837 on the propriety of vesting- authority to issue Treasury notes to 

supply any deficiency in the 107 

views in 1838 on the fluctuations in the, and the reductions in the, under a re- 
duced tariff, .... - .. .183,184, 185 

causes which would operate to diminish the, in 1840, from customs. 236 

fluctuations in commercial prosperity, the crops, the banking policy, and credit 

systems of foreign nations, affect the 242 

considerations in 1840 in regard to the, for 1841 , .. 359 

the best mode of avoiding inequality between the anticipate receipts and expend- 
itures in 1841 and 1842. . 360 

general views in 1840 in regard to the, and the causes of fluctuation in the, &c. . 365 

the amount which the, exceeded the expenditures from 1816 to 1837 441 

estimate of the amount of, which will be received from customs in part of 1841, 

1842, and 1843, under a modification of the revenue laws 456 

received from the 1st of January, .1816, to 31st December, 1836, inclusive, exclu- 
sive of loans, Treasury notes, and trust funds. . 459 

received from 1st of January, 1837, to 31st December, 1840, exclusive of trust 
funds, loans, and Treasury notes, from other than ordinary sources of income . 460 

from customs and other sources, -from January ], 1837, to September 30, 1843. . 626 
gross and net, from imports of foreign merchandise, from tonnage and light 
money, passports, and clearances, from 1821 to 1842 inclusive.. ... ... 635 

outstanding and falling due to the Treetsury, arising from other sources than that 
of the ordinary revenue, which were paid between the 1st January, 1837, and 

4th March 1841 .. 455 

on the importance of adequate provisions of. . . .. . . • 490 

considerations in 1844 in regard to the resources of the United States as to. , . 656 

an augmentation of the, deemed in 1841 to be necessary. . . 469 

the probable augmentation of the, in 1844 and 1845 under the tariff of 1842. . . 603 

the average rate of revenue for certain years and the actual, independent of ex- 
trinsic additions, and how the deficiencie.s have been supplied .. .. 605 

views in 1843 as to provisions to meet deficiencies in the, and the best means of 

improving the, &c ... . .608) 610, 616 

concerning the system of collecting the ... * 618 

the yield under the act of 1842. . .. , - .664,671 

Revenue laws — see Tariff. 

Revenues, amount of, estimated and ascertained — 

for 1836. .. 89 

for 1837 .. *• 2, 90, 109, 175 • 

for 1838. ... .92, 176, 178, 256 

for 1839 .. .180,231,255,371 

fforl840. 234,351,352,372,437 


for 1842 440, 456, 463, 485, 491, 598, 599, 620 

for 1843 and 1843- ’4 487, 488, 599, 600, 601, 623, 678 


for 1845- ’6 ' 669 

Revolutionary debt, the amount of the - , , ,. .. .. 654 

Rice, exported annually from the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive, the value of. 286 
statement of the value of, exported annually from the United States from 1821 to 
1842, inclusive, and of the countries to which exported.. . ..... . 645 

S. 

Salt, the value of, imported into the United States annually from 1790 to 1835 inclusive. . 276 

the value of, imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842 637 

Saltpetre, refined, the price of, in 1842. ... . .. .. .. . 507 

Satinets, American, the prices of, in 1842. ...... . . . . 508 

Seamen, sick and disabled, considerations in 1843 in regard to relief to. . . . ..... 617 

Security, collateral, for the safekeeping of the public funds recommended in 1838. .194, 195 

Sheetings, Russia, the price of, in 1342. .... .. . .. 507 

Silks, the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838, inclusive. 276 

imported into the United States anauially from 1821 to 1842, the value of. ..... 636 

Sinking fund, the excess of revenue above expenditures is the only real , . 653 

the, by which the revolutionary and other public debts were paid, the opera- 
tions of. . .. .... ...... 656 

recommended in 1844 to anticipate the payments of the stock under the acts 

.I*#* ...a"* o_ ncn. nn A 


Skins and furs, exported annually from the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive, the 

value of 287 

the value of, exported annually from 1821 to 1842. .. 645 
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Smithsonian legacy, invested, &-C. .. 199 

Smuggling, marine preventive service against 618 

Solicitor of the Treasury, circular of the, in May, 1837, to the United States attorneys in 

regard to the collection of duty bonds. ........ P. ... . 36 

Special deposits of public moneys have been made, list of the late deposit banks in which . 222 

list of banks in which are made. 628 

Specie and bullion, imported and exported in 1837 and 1838. - . ...... . . 224 

value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. 277 

value of, imported from 1834 to 1840. ... ... . . 458 

imported into the United States, annually, from 1821 to 1842, value of. 636 
exported annually from 1821 to 1842, and the countries to which ex- 
ported, value of. .. .645,646,647 

'exported annually from 1790 to 1838. ... . . .280, 287 

Specie basis for circulation, an enlargement of the, recommended in 1839, . 253 

Specie in the United States in 1814 and 1837, the periods of suspension by the banks, the 

amount of. 188 

Specie, views in 1837 in regard to imports and exports of, ..the bearing upon trade, &c. 20, 104, 105 
statement exhibiting the value of bullion and, imported and exported during the 

year ending 30th September, 1838 , 224 

statement of the, and bullion exported annually from the United States from 1790 to 

I838inclusive 286 

annual imports and exports of — see Imporls — see Exports. 

Specie circulation, the advantages of. 363 

Specie payments by the former deposit banks, views in 1837 in regard to the resumption of. . 18, 20 
banks which had suspended, discontinued as depositories. . ...... 55 

Treasury circular of July 3, 1837, to the banks in regard to, and urging 

the resumption of 86 

views in 1837 on the ability, &c. , of the deposit banks at different points 

to sustain. . . ... .103,105 

views in 1838 in relation to the resumption of, by the banks. ... .188, 191 

see Banks for further views in regard to. 

Specie circular, memorials of the New York and other merchants in 1837, and the Cham- 
bers of Commerce for the recision of the. . . ... ... .. ..... .38, 40, 41 

from the Secretary of the Treasury, asserting the constitutional duties of that 
department in regard to the collection of duties in specie, and against the 

recision of the ...... , 43 

Spices, imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842, the value of 637 

the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. , 277 

Spirits, the value of,. imported into the United Stktes from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. . 275 

domestic distilled, drawback paid on, annually, from 1821 to 1842. ... , . ' 635 

allowance for natural waste, under the British warehouse system 521 

imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842, the value of. . . , , 637 

Spencer, John C., Secretary of the Treasury — see Finances, 

Steamboilers, and the best methods of preventing explosions, concerning experiments to 

test the strength of. .... 108 

a promised collection of facts in regard to explosions of. . . . , 199 

Steamboats, promised statistics, &.C., of. . .. .. .. , 199 

States, the deposits with the — see De])osils. 

Stocks, lists of persons to whom the loan of the United States was awarded in 1843, and 

the amounts awarded. .. .. ... .... ... .. 629 

the marketable value of 653 

sinking fund recommended to anticipate the payments of the, under the acts of 

1843 and 1844. 659 

statement of the gain on the pui'chase of the slock of 1841, in anticipation of its 

redemption on the 1st of January, 1845. .. ... .. 633 

Steel — see Iron. 

Submissions, recapitulation of, for 1838. . V .... 157 

Sugar, the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. . 277 

domestic refined, drawback paid annually, from 1821 to 1842, on.. . ... , . , 635 

imported into the United States 'annually from 1821 to 1842, the value of. . .. 637 

Surplus in the Treasury, not anticipated during the year 1839, for deposit with the States. 181 
the existing, temporary and fallacious in its character, &c... 184 

views in 1838 on the good policy of avoiding large. ..... . 185 

Surplus fund, amounts of appropriations which maybe carried to the, at the end of— 

1837 ■ 91, 123, 159, 170 

1838 •.... 180 

1839 .. .. ...... .235, 298, 3.35 

1840. ...' ,, ... .358,390, 425 

Surveying districts, concerning a consolidation of. 607 

Survey — see Coast Survey. 

Swartwout, Samuel, collector at New York, Treasury circulars to, in 1837 33, 49 
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Tariff, prediction in 1838 of a diminished revenue consequent upon a reduced, &o 188 

a reduction of the, recommended in 1839. - ... - ... 232 

a modification of the act of 1833 recommended in 1840, to prevent or supply any . 

deficit, instead of a resort to loans or issue of Treasury notes .361, 362 

the high, of 1824 did not prevent low prices and bankruptcies 368 

a modification to 20 per cent, ad valorem recommended in 1841 442 

estimate of the amount which will be received from customs for certain periods, 

under a modification of the. .... .... 456 

views in 1841 on a readjustment of the, and an increase of the, recommended. .464, 469 

views in 1842 in regard to the operations of the .... 489 

views of the collector of the customs at New York on the ... ..... 507 

views in 1843 in regard to the operations of the new 608 

a review and reformation of the act of 1842 recommended in 1844 665 

views in regard to the operations of the act of 1842. i. ..... .671, 672, 673 

Taxes, the value of, &c. 661 

Tea and coffee, duty on, recommended in 1843 ...609 , 616 

Teas, the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. 275 

imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842, the value of. ... 637 

Telegraphs, concerning a system of. 108 

Tobacco, statement of the value of, exported annually from the United States from 1790 to 

1838 inclusive ... 285 

statements of the .value of, exported annually from the United States from 1821 
to 1842 inclusive, and the countries to which' exported., . .... .645, 646, 647 

Tonnage, and light moneys, concerning the duties on .... - 610 

statement of the amount of the, employed in the foreign trade annually from 

'1821 to 1842 634 

recommendation in 1844 of a change in the mode of ascertaining. ... ... 672 

Trade, views in 1837 in regard to the fluctuation and revulsions in 95 

Treasurer’s statement in regard to the condition of the public moneys on deposit with the 

banks and Mint, in August, 1837. ... ..... 64,65 

Treasurers — see Receivers General. 

Treasury, the condition of the — see Finances — see Deficiency — see Balances. 

in regard to the mode of exhibiting the state of the 598 

Treasury circulars, in 1837 33, 36, 43, 47, 51, 55, 59, 68, 86 

in 1789 and 1790 .53, 54 

in 1838 215,217,230 

in 1842., .. ..... 530 

Treasury Department, concerning the laws relating to the. . . .. 674 

proposition for a reorganization of the .108, 199, 252, 349 

Treasury drafts, views of Hamilton in 1790 in regard to , 54 

circular of the Secretary of the Treasury, May 17, 1837, to collectors of 
customs and receivers of public money-to receive, in payment of public 

dues. 68 

Treasury notes, the issue and receipts into the Treasury, estimated and ascertained, of— 

in 1837 90, 175,. 179 

in 18.38. . '. .... .92, 176,178,179, 256 

in 1839 273, 371 

in 1840 351,386,437 

in 1841 357, 438, 439, 440, 461, 470 

in 1849. .. 439,463, 485, 491,599,620 

in 1843- ’4 , 487, 600, 623, 678 

in 1844- ’5. .... .... 667 

the reimbursement and redemption of, estimated and actual- 


in 1837. 
in 1838. 
in 1839 . 
in 1840. . 

in 1841. .. . 

in 1842 

in 1843- ’4. 
in 1844- ’5. 


Ill, 179 

, .93, 177, 178, 179, 202, 232, 256 
.180, 181,231,932,272, 273, 371 

934, 352, 384, 386, 437 

357, 358, 438, 462, 482 

.439, 463, 486, 487, 502, 599, 622 
.487, 488, 600, 601, 625, 668, 680 
680 


payments on account of, issued during the late war, amounts payable, &c. 92, 

179, 279, 273, 385, 483, 630, 651 

outstanding in 1841 484 

outstanding in 1842 •• 504 

outstanding in 1843 ... 630 

outstanding in 1844 ■ . .652, 676, 677 

amount paid' for interest on, from 1837 to 1843 696, 627 

statement in relation to the issue and redemption of, in 1837 and 1838. ... 179 
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Treasury notes, statement of the issue and redemption of, from the 1st of January to the 

20 th of November, 1839. . . . 273 

statement in relation to the issue and redemption of, from 1st of January 

to the 30th November, 1840 386 

statement in 1841 of the, issued and redeemable, and balances of out- 
standing ■ 484 

views in 1837 on the issue of, to meet the wants of Government. . . . 7,9 

views in 1837 on the necessity of the further issue of, and on the means 

to redeem those payable, <fec 97, 98, 101 

views in 1838 on the outstanding, and the advantages in the power to 

issue, to preserve the public faith, &c. 182, 185 

views in 1839 concerning the emission and redemption of 232. 

views in 1840 in regard to the outstanding.. 353 

views in 1841 against the issue of, to supply the Treasury i 443 

views on the propriety of vesting the power to issue, in case of deficits in 

the receipts. .. ,107 

an issue of, recommended in 1841, to supply the Treasury 462 

a reissue of, recommended .464, 489 

the payment of interest on, proposed in 1842, to keep them out 489 

considerations in 1843 in regard to the unredeemed, and reissue of . . .606, 613 
Trade, recommendations in 1838 of permanent legislation to preserve the finances of Gov- 
ernment against the fluctuations in 184 

freedom of, recommended in 1839. .' . . ..... 252 

with the British Provinces and West Indies, concerning. .... 253 

the natural laws of, cannot be violated without financial evils 367 

Trust funds, included in the balances in the Treasury in 1836 and 1837 , 91 

1838 2.56 

expenditures on account of, in 1838. 256 

receipts and expenditures on account of, in 1839. .. 371 

receipts and expenditures in 1840 372 

balance of, in 1842 599 

U. 

Unavailable funds — see Balances in the Treasury, 

V 

Value of imports and exports — see Imports — see Exports — see Merchandise. 

Vessels engaged in the whale fisheries, &c., concerning the papers and registry of 350 

W 

Warehousing ports in Great Britain, list of, and ofgoodsthalmay be warehoused in each.. 524, 527 
Warehouse system, extension of the, recommended in 1837. .. ... .. ,. .5,107 

views in 1841 concerning a 490 

act 3 and 4 William IV, of 28th August, 1233, regulating the, of Great 

Britain. , , 508' 

list of the principal articles of foreign merchandise remaining in ware- 
house, under the locks of the Crown, in the London, Liverpool, 

Bristol, and Hull, in January, 1832 and 1833. 524 

circular from the Treasury Department, and responses thereto by the 
custom-house officers and Chambers of Commerce, in regard to the. . . 530, 

531 to 595 

considerations in 1843 in regard to the. . . 613 

Warrants, statement of the number and amount of, drawn on the United States Bank and 
branches, and the other banks which were depositories of the public money 

in the year 1834 61 

drawn on the banks and Mint in August, 1837, and not paid 65 

Wares, earthen, stone, and China, imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 

1842, the value of. ... . , 636 

Washington city, the debt of, assumed by the Government 179, 

273, 352, 357, 358, 371, 385, 483, 504, 630, 651 

Weights and measures, concerning the standard of. . .. .108,253 

concerning the progress in the manufacture of. . . , . . 199' 

Wine, loss for natural waste under the British warehouse system 521 

Wines, the value of, imported into the United States from 1790 to 1838 inclusive. . 275 

imported into the United States annually from 1821 to 1842, the value of 636 

recommendation in 1844 that the duty on, be changed to an ad valorem. . ,. . . . 66 

VoL. IV. — 45. 
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WoodBury, Secretary— se’e Finances.' 

'Woolens', the- value of, imported into the Unit^' State's from 1838 inclusive 275 

imported into the United States' annually fi-oiri ISSUto 1842, the value of. 636 

Worsted linings, the prices of, in ‘1842.' . . .. .'V. ...... 7 , ,, i 508 
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